Romans 6:18



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which was used in the last verse to shift our attention off the main thought line and now is used to bring us back to it again.  It is translated “And.”  With this we have the nominative second person masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb ELEUTHEROW, which means “to be set free.”


The second person plural nominative masculine singular refers to all Church Age believers as the subject.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of being set free from slavery to the sin nature in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being set free from slavery to the sin nature at the moment of salvation.  This is a major part of current positional truth.


The participle can be:



(1)  A temporal participle, indicating that when we were set free from the sin nature we became enslaved to the righteousness of God.



(2)  A modal participle, indicating the manner in which or how we became enslaved to the righteousness of God takes place.  It happens by being set free from the sin nature.



(3)  A circumstantial participle, which indicates that being set free from the sin nature accompanies being enslaved to the righteousness of God.

This is more likely a circumstantial participle, since the action of the aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “from the sin nature.”

“And having been set free from the sin nature,”

 - is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb DOULOW, which means “to become enslaved; to be bound as a slave.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, its end, its progress, or its results.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that every Church Age believer receives the action of being enslaved to the righteousness of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “to the righteousness” and refers to the righteousness of God.

“you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”

Rom 6:18 corrected translation
“And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”
Explanation:
1.  “And having been set free from the sin nature,”

a.  So the main thought line with the parenthetical thought in verse 17 is as follows:

“Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in death or of obedience resulting in [spiritual capacity] righteousness.  (Now [let us be] thankful to God that [although on the one hand] you kept on being slaves of the sin nature, on the other hand you have obeyed by means of the heart the example of the teaching for the purpose of which (example of teaching) you were committed.)

And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”

b.  Our verse continues the main line of thought begun in Rom 6:6-7, “Be knowing this that our old self has been crucified together with [Him], in order that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to the sin nature.  For he who has died has been set free from the sin nature.”

c.  Paul continues with his line of thinking from verses 6-7 and builds upon this to add a new thought in the last half of this verse.


d.  The important point of this chapter is here stated again—we have been set free from the control of the sin nature.


e.  You are not a slave to the lusts, desires, and temptations of your sin nature.  You do not have to give into temptation.  You do not have to lust after the things you see.  You do not have to have all the things your sin nature wants.


f.  We have been set free from the slavery of having to sin, perform human good, and getting involved in evil.


g.  God has given us the freedom to do what He wants instead of everything we want.


h.  We have the greatest freedom the world has ever known.  We have spiritual freedom, which is far greater than political freedom, social freedom, financial freedom, or any other kind of freedom.


i.  We have been freed from worry about the details of life.


j.  We have been freed from the desires of mankind for approbation, power, control, authority, recognition, adulation, etc.


k.  We have been freed from the lust for revenge, hatred, malice, judging, vilification of others, and all manner of mental and verbal sins.


l.  We have been given the spiritual freedom to live our lives for the purpose of pleasing God in all things.  We have both the freedom and the ability to do so, provided by the grace of God.

2.  “you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”

a.  We had to be set free from enslavement to the sin nature before we could become enslaved to the righteousness of God.


b.  We were positionally and experientially set free from the sin nature at the moment we believed in Christ.


c.  Then God imputed His very own righteousness to us and we became enslaved to the righteousness of God.


d.  Enslavement to the righteousness of God is very different from being enslaved to the sin nature.



(1)  We receive the action of being enslaved to the righteousness of God.  This is something God does for us, that is, for our benefit.



(2)  Once we are enslaved to the righteousness of God we can never lose it positionally.  Once a slave always a slave.  An unbeliever can lose their enslavement to the sin nature by believing in Christ, but a believer can never lose their enslavement to the righteousness of God.



(3)  This means the righteousness of God owns us.  We no longer are our own, but we belong to God, 1 Cor 6:19, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?”



(4)  The righteousness of God owns us, therefore, the righteousness of God is obligated to protect us, keep us, and provide completely for us.  The sin nature only cares about itself, but the righteousness of God cares about us.



(5)  Therefore, enslavement to the righteousness of God is a part of our eternal security.  We had absolutely no security while enslaved to the sin nature.



(6)  Being enslaved to the righteousness of God means that the righteousness of God constantly demands blessing for us.  Therefore, we receive logistical grace blessing on a daily basis.



(7)  Being enslaved to the righteousness of God means that the righteousness of God demands that we do a right thing in a right way all the time.  Slavery to the sin nature meant doing wrong things in wrong ways all the time.



(8)  Being enslaved to the righteousness of God means obedience to the righteous will of God in all things under all circumstances.  Slavery to the sin nature meant disobedience to the will of God.



(9)  Enslavement to the righteousness of God gives the freedom to develop spiritual capacity righteousness.  Enslavement to the sin nature gives no freedom for the development of any capacity for life, love, or happiness.


e.  We became enslaved to the righteousness of God at salvation, but what we do with the privileges and opportunities of that enslavement make or break us in our spiritual life.


f.  We have the freedom, the privilege, and the opportunity to live our spiritual life in compatibility and harmony with the righteousness of God.  The result is maximum glorification of God and tremendous happiness and blessing for us.


g.  We may be slaves to the righteousness of God, but we still have the freedom to use that slavery for the benefit of our Master or not.  Not all slaves use their slavery to their benefit.  We all have to make that choice for ourselves.
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