Romans 6:16



- is the negative OUK, meaning “not” with the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The past action is failure to learn Bible doctrine.  The present result is ignorance of how the sin nature works to control the soul.


The active voice indicates that believers who are ignorant of the teaching of the word of God produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity and is translated “that.”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to the one who” or “to whom.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PARISTĒMI, which means “to place at one’s disposal; to present oneself for the purpose of receiving orders; hence, to put oneself under orders.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative mood, which is used in a question real or rhetorical that can be answered by providing factual information.  In this case the believer will answer either “Yes, I know that” or “No, I didn’t know that.”

Then we have the double accusative of the personal object from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “yourselves.”  This is followed by the double accusative of the impersonal object from the masculine plural noun DOULOS, which means “slaves.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun HUPAKOĒ, which means “for the purpose of obedience.”

“Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun DOULOS, meaning “slaves” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”


The present tense is an iterative present for an action that occurs at repeated intervals—every time you present yourself as a slave ready to receive orders from the sin nature.


The active voice indicates that the believer in carnality produces the action.


The indicative is an interrogative indicative again (see above).

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, which means “to the one to whom” or “to him whom.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb HUPAKOUW, which means “to obey, to render obedience.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which habitually occurs.


The active voice indicates that the believer in habitual carnality produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience,”
 - is the disjunctive particle or marker of an alternative ĒTOI, which used with Ē, meaning “either…or.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “of the sin nature.”  This word goes with the previous predicate nominative DOULOS, “you are slaves of the sin nature.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “resulting in death” and referring to the sin unto death of 1 Jn 5:16.  This is followed by the disjunctive particle Ē, meaning “or” and the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun HUPAKOĒ, which means “of obedience” and referring to obedience to God rather than obedience to the sin nature.  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “resulting in righteousness” and referring to spiritual capacity righteousness.

“either of the sin nature resulting in [the sin unto] death or of obedience resulting in righteousness.”
Rom 6:16 corrected translation
“Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in death or of obedience resulting in righteousness.”
Explanation:
1.  “Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience,”

a.  Paul asks another question of the Romans and by extension to all of us regarding what we know or do not know.  This is a rhetorical question that does not expect an answer.  However, each of us can answer the question in our own mind.  If the answer is “Yes, I know,” then God’s next question would be, “Then why did you present yourself as a slave for the purpose of obedience to the sin nature, when you knew it was wrong?”  On the other hand, if the answer is “No, I didn’t know,” then the next question would be, “Were you not interested in the teaching of the word of God?”  So no matter how a believer answers this question they are without excuse before the justice of God.  There is no excuse for sin by a believer and no way he or she can justify their actions regarding sin.


b.  We know that we are not to present ourselves to the sin nature as its slaves.  We do this when we say “yes” to a temptation from the sin nature.  We do this because we want to do it, not because the sin nature makes us do it.  Our body wants something and we simply agree with what it wants and provide it.  We make ourselves slaves to the lusts of our body; our physical body does not make us sin.


c.  When the sin nature provides a temptation, it is asking us to report to the front of the formation for orders.  When we want to commit the sin, we run to the front of the formation, salute, say “Sir, PVT Dummie reporting as ordered,” and then do whatever we are told by the sin nature without question.  This is mindless, stupid, blind obedience to the lust pattern of the sin nature.  This is how the unbeliever functions and how the believer in perpetual carnality and reversionism functions.


d.  When we present ourselves to the sin nature for the purpose of obedience to one of its desires, we are making ourselves a slave to it.  The more we say “yes” the easier it becomes to say “yes” the next time.


e.  Occasional sin becomes habitual sin, which becomes perpetual sin, which becomes locked-in sin.  Every person has a favorite sin and is looking for someone else with the same favorite sin to be friends with.  The sin nature wants someone to play with.

2.  “you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience,” 

a.  This is the principle of this verse.


b.  We have a choice of either being a slave to our sin nature or a slave to the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is the choice and it is the only choice.


c.  There is no middle ground in the spiritual life.  We cannot serve two masters.  We will serve one master whether we like it or not.


d.  It is easy to determine to whom we are a slave—who do we habitually obey?


e.  Obviously the degenerate Christian (moral or immoral), who has reverted from the spiritual life and is once again living like an unbeliever and is stuck in perpetual carnality because he refuses to use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life is a slave to his or her sin nature.


f.  Just as obvious is the advancing and mature believer in the spiritual life, who sins periodically, but constantly uses the recovery procedure of the spiritual life and persists in his or her positive volition to learning the word of God and trying to execute the spiritual life.


g.  It is easy to tell the difference between these two believers with regard to the one to whom they habitually render obedience.  If it is easy for us to tell the difference, how much easier is it for all the parties in Satan’s appeal trial to tell the difference.  We are all testifying for someone in Satan’s appeal trial.  To whomever you are a slave rendering obedience, for the benefit of that person you are rendering testimony in the trial.


h.  Each of us should be able to test ourselves in the privacy of our own priesthood to determine to whom we habitually render obedience.  God is realistic.  He expects us to never sin; perfect righteousness can demand no less.  But He realizes that we will only be able to habitually render obedience.  He knows we cannot constantly render obedience.  So He still loves us when we fail, gives us the discipline we deserve, and forgives us and turns punishment into blessing.


i.  The more we render obedience to God the easier it is for Him to provide blessing for us.  Why?  Because as we become more consistent in rendering obedience to God rather than our sin nature, we develop the capacity for doing the right thing in the spiritual life.  This is called spiritual capacity righteousness, which produces capacity for life, love, happiness, and blessing.

3.  “either of the sin nature resulting in death or of obedience resulting in righteousness.”

a.  The choice is simple in life—we are either slaves of the sin nature or slaves of obedience to God.  Perpetual sinning results in carnal death.

b.  If we become a slave of the sin nature, this results in the sin unto death, 1 Jn 5:16, “If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death.  There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this.”

c.  Perpetual, habitual, continuous sinning results in physical death as a punishment from God.  Physical death can be the most wonderful experience of dying grace or the most horrible and painful experience of the sin unto death.  It is determined by our attitude toward the sin nature.  If the sin nature is habitually in charge of our life, we die the sin unto death.  If the Holy Spirit is habitually in charge of our life, we receive dying grace.


d.  Obedience to God results in a righteousness developed in the spiritual life that is based upon doing what God wants, when He wants it, and where He wants it.


e.  This is a capacity for doing the right thing spiritually.  Therefore, we can call it spiritual capacity righteousness.


f.  Every Church Age believer has equal opportunity to learn the word of God, understand what God expects of them, and then do what God wants.


g.  When we do this, we obey God.  The more we obey God, the more we do the right thing in the right way in the spiritual life.


h.  The more we do the right thing in the right way in the spiritual life, the more capacity we develop for continuing to do the right thing in the right way.


i.  When we sin we are doing the wrong thing in the wrong way in the spiritual life.


j.  So obedience to the plan, will, and purpose of God for our spiritual life produces a capacity for doing the right thing, which increases as we habitually put ourselves under orders to God rather than the sin nature.
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