Romans 6:15



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore, then” with the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “What.”  This is an elliptical formula used as “a favorite expression of Paul, meaning “what, then, are we to conclude?”  Jn 1:21; Rom 3:9; 6:15; 11:7.’”

“What, then, are we to conclude?”
- is the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “Shall we sin.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which is used with the subjunctive mood in questions about an event that has not yet happened but is so certain to happen that it is depicted in the aorist as though it were already a fact.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of sinning.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in interrogative sentences that deal with what will probably happen.  Factual information is not desired in answer to the question (the indicative mood would have been used for that purpose), but the need is for a decision by Paul’s readers about the proper course of action a believer should take in the spiritual life.  In this case Paul is asking a rhetorical question, to which both he and the Romans already know the answer.

Then we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” and the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “we are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact, state, or condition without reference to its progress.  This can also be a gnomic present to express a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing a factual answer.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “under the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.  This is followed by the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition HUPO plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “under grace.”

“Shall we sin because we are not under law, but under grace?”

 - is the negative MĒ with the third person singular aorist deponent middle optative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, to happen, to take place.”  Here it is an idiom of “strong negation, in Paul only after rhetorical questions, meaning: by no means far from it, God forbid, literally ‘may it not be.’  It is found in Lk 20:16; Rom 3:4, 6, 31; 6:15; 7:7, 13; 9:14; 11:1,11; 1 Cor 6:15; Gal 2:17; 3:21; 6:14.”


The aorist tense is a dramatic and gnomic aorist for an action that is emphatically, dramatically, and universally true throughout time and eternity.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; the previous rhetorical question by Paul producing the action of being absolutely untrue.


The optative mood is a voluntative optative, which indicates that this action is not only objectively impossible, but is not even subjectively possible.  The action is not hypothetically possible in any conceivable way.  It cannot even be imagined.  Therefore, it really means:
“Emphatically not!”
Rom 6:15 corrected translation
“What, then, are we to conclude?  Shall we sin because we are not under law, but under grace?  Emphatically not!”
Explanation:
1.  “What, then, are we to conclude?”

a.  Based on everything Paul has said so far about retroactive and current positional truth, he now points us toward a conclusion.  We should come to a definite conclusion based upon Paul’s arguments and logical reasoning.


b.  But before Paul gives us the conclusion, he asks a rhetorical question to help us focus our conclusion in the right area.

2.  “Shall we sin because we are not under law, but under grace?”

a.  The subject of Paul’s conclusion is sin.  He asks the rhetorical question, “Shall we sin?”


b.  The obvious answer is “No!”  But Paul adds a twist to his question for the benefit of those believers who are abusing their privileges of forgiveness under the dispensation of grace.


c.  Paul rightly assumes as one of the premises for this question that we are not under the Mosaic Law.  He could do this because he knew that the Law had been abrogated, nullified, ended and was no longer operational.


d.  We are definitely in the dispensation of grace and under the grace plan of God.  One of the major features of the dispensation of grace is how easy God has made it for a believer to be forgiven when he or she sins.  God has done this because of the tremendous price our Lord paid on the cross.


e.  We are instantly and completely forgiven for all of our sins the moment we acknowledge just one sin to God.  He is faithful and just with the result that He forgives us our sins and purifies us from all wrongdoing, 1 Jn 1:9.


f.  But some believers, who knew they were no longer under the Mosaic Law, were abusing the privilege they had of being so freely and easily forgiven by sinning to their heart’s content and then justifying it by saying that they were doing so to advance the grace plan of God.


g.  So Paul is asking them, “Shall we sin because God is being gracious to us and forgiving us?”  The answer is an obvious and emphatic “No!”


h.  We cannot abuse or try to take advantage of the grace of God or the love of God and get away with it.  That kind of activity is based upon arrogance, and God makes war against the arrogant believer but gives grace to the humble believer, 1 Pet 5:5.


i.  Genuine humility does not desire to sin under any circumstances.


j.  Reciprocal love for God does not want to sin for any reason.  Personal love for God has no motivation to sin at any time, under any circumstances, for any reason.


k.  Therefore, there can be only one answer to this question:

3.  “Emphatically not!”

a.  The absolute, dogmatic, definitive doctrinal answer to this question is “No!”


b.  There is no excuse for sin.



(1)  We do not sin because we are under grace and can be forgiven so easily by God.



(2)  We have no right to abuse the privilege of forgiveness God has given us.



(3)  We do not sin to advance the plan of God.



(4)  We do not sin to magnify the grace of God.



(5)  We do not sin to give God the opportunity to demonstrate His righteousness and justice.



(6)  We do not sin to allow God to demonstrate His love.


c.  God does not need or want us to sin for any reason.  He can magnify His grace, His love, His righteousness, and His justice without us sinning, but by doing what He wants because we love Him.

d.  Our sinfulness proves nothing in God’s plan that has not already been proven in the Garden of Eden.


e.  Our sinfulness in no way advances the plan of God.  The plan of God advances in spite of our sinfulness.
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