Romans 6:12



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, “denoting that what it introduces is the result of or an inference from what precedes, meaning: so, therefore, consequently, accordingly, or then.”
  With this we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” used with the third person singular present active imperative from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule.”


The present tense is a tendential present for what should now be happening in the spiritual life of the believer.  This can also be considered a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the sin nature is producing the action and it must be stopped.


The imperative mood is a command.  The present imperative with the negative MĒ is used to stop an action already in progress.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “the sin nature.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and adjective THNĒTOS, meaning “mortal” followed by the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” and noun SWMA, meaning “body.”
“Therefore, stop the sin nature ruling in your mortal body,”

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of general reference from the neuter singular article and present active infinitive from the verb HUPAKOUW, which means “to obey: you obey” and is used with the dative of the thing which one obeys.


The construction EIS TO with the infinitive is one of the ways in Greek of introduces a purpose or result clause.  Here we have a result clause, which can be translated “with the result that you obey.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the believer is producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result, and translated “with the result that you obey.”

Then we have the dative of the root idea or direct object from the feminine plural article and noun EPITHUMIA, which means “lusts, desires, cravings, trends” and the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “its.”

“with the result that you obey its desires,”

Rom 6:12 corrected translation
“Therefore, stop the sin nature ruling in your mortal body, with the result that you obey its desires,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, stop the sin nature ruling in your mortal body,”

a.  Based on everything Paul has said in this chapter thus far he comes to a logical conclusion.  He puts this conclusion in the form of a command.


b.  We are commanded to stop allowing the sin nature to rule in our physical body.  The implication here is that the sin nature is ruling the physical bodies of these believers in Rome.  Therefore, we can infer with sound logic that the sin nature within the physical body of the believer has the ability to rule over that person’s life.


c.  The thing that the sin nature rules is the soul of the believer, which in turn directs the functions of the mortal, human body.



(1)  The sin nature demands things from the soul.  It demands that the soul makes decisions and takes action. 



(2)  The sin nature is in the body and rules the body through control of the soul.



(3)  The battleground in the spiritual life is in the soul of the believer.  The battle is between the desires of the sin nature and the desires of God the Holy Spirit.



(4)  The sin nature has different desires in every person.  These desires form the lust pattern of the sin nature.  All people lust for different things, but they can be reduced to several categories:




(a)  Power or authority.




(b)  Approbation or approval or the admiration of others.




(c)  Sex or sex appeal.




(d)  Fame or attention.




(e)  Achievement or success.




(f)  Money or wealth.



(5)  These desires or lusts are the area the sin nature gravitates to when it wants control of the soul.  Therefore, areas in which you enjoy sinning or sin the most will be motivated by one or more or a combination of these categories of desire.



(6)  Once the lust motivates you, then you will follow previous patterns of behavior to get what you want.  This is the trend of your sin nature.  The trends usually fall into one of two areas—either a trend toward lasciviousness or a trend toward asceticism.



(7)  A person can vacillate between lasciviousness and asceticism in order to get what his or her lust pattern wants.  In other words, the sin nature doesn’t care whether the action is a lascivious action or an ascetic action as long as it gets that for which it lusts.



(8)  Once the sin nature motivates the believer to sin and the believer gives in to that motivation and says ‘yes’ to their lust pattern, the sin nature is now in control of the soul and moves the believer in whatever direction is necessary to get what it wants.



(9)  Now the sin nature dictates to the soul what it wants and the soul salutes, says ‘yes sir’, and carries out the desires of the sin nature until it gets what it wants.  However, it is never satisfied with what it gets, so it always asks for more.


d.  Therefore, this command is God’s demand to stop this cycle of thinking and behavior.  There are only two ways to execute this command.



(1)  We must say ‘no’ to the sin nature when temptation is thrown at us.



(2)  We must use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, when we do sin.


e.  In order to say ‘no’ to the temptations of the sin nature we must have certain divine assets to help us.



(1)  We must be motivated by personal love for God.



(2)  We must have the power of the filling/influence of the Holy Spirit.



(3)  We must have the humility to take responsibility for our failures when we do sin, so that we use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life.



(4)  We must have the momentum of Bible doctrine in our soul to understand the functions of the sin nature and God’s provision to defend against its lusts and desires.

2.  “with the result that you obey its desires,”

a.  The result of obeying the command to stop allowing the sin nature to rule in our body is that we do not obey its desires, lusts, or trends.  The sin nature wants what it wants and keeps on demanding to have it until it gets what it wants.  It never gets tired of demanding.  It is relentless in the pursuit of what it wants.


b.  Some people give in to sin just to get relief from the pressure of temptation from the sin nature.  This is no excuse for sin; it is just a statement of fact of what happens.


c.  Believers do sin after salvation.  This passage says so indirectly.  We all obey the desires, lusts, and trends of our sin nature.  Rebound or the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 is the only solution to this problem once it occurs.  We have no other choice and no other solution.  Rebound is the recovery procedure and solution to the problems of temptation from the sin nature.


d.  When the sin nature rules, we obey its desires.  But we do not have to obey its desires.  This is a volitional decision that we make every time we receive a temptation from the sin nature.  We can say ‘no’ to the sin nature with its desires and lusts.



(1)  When we are filled with the Spirit, have maximum Bible doctrine circulating in our soul, and have a well developed personal love for God, then saying ‘no’ to the lust pattern of the sin nature is easy.



(2)  When we have no love for God or have neglected the word of God, then we easily fall into temptation with resultant sin.


e.  Our volition is the main thing that stops our sin nature from ruling in our human body.  This is the main issue of the angelic conflict.  Our obedience to the sin nature versus our response to the love of God is a major issue in the testimony for and against Satan in his appeal trial.


f.  God has given us everything necessary to execute this command with ease.  God has not given us spiritual assets that do not work, but ones that work magnificently.


g.  We do not have to scream to God to help, when we are being tempted.  He has already provided everything necessary for us to say ‘no’ to the temptation and pass the test.  We simply have to use our volition to do so.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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