Romans 6:1



- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and drawing a conclusion from what precedes, while at the same time introducing a new topic based upon that information.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  This is followed by the first person plural future active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak, conclude.”  This entire construction is one of Paul’s favorite expressions.

The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in questions, real or rhetorical, to consult the judgment of another person.


The active voice indicates that all Christians should come to a certain conclusion based on what he has said previously.

The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Therefore, what are we to conclude?”

- is the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EPIMENW, which means “to stay, remain; figuratively: to continue, persist (in), or persevere with the dative case following.”


The present tense is a customary present for what habitually occurs or is reasonably expected to occur.

The active voice indicates that believers produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive to indicate the possibility and probability of the action occurring.

This is followed by the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “in the sphere of the sin nature” and refers to the rulership of the sin nature over the soul after salvation.
“Are we to continue in [the sovereignty of] the sin nature,”
 - is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “grace.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PLEONAZW, which means “to increase, multiply.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which is used to indicate an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.

The active voice indicates that the grace of God produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in interrogative sentences that deal with what is possible.  Here the question is rhetorical and the answer is not expected.

“in order that grace might increase?”
Rom 6:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, what are we to conclude?  Are we to continue in [the sovereignty of] the sin nature, in order that grace might increase?”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, what are we to conclude?”

a.  Paul has concluded his previous thoughts on salvation, imputation, justification, and the position of the believer in the spiritual life.

b.  Now he is going to move his discussion forward to the spiritual life that results from salvation.

c.  Therefore Paul both reaches a conclusion from his preceding discussion and introduces a new topic based upon the previous discussion.


d.  He begins with two rhetorical questions, which do not expect or need an answer.


e.  This first question is one of Paul’s favorite questions, used by him many times, often in a shorter form than the full form of the question used here.

f.  The point of his rhetorical question is that there are definite conclusions that can be reached by us based upon knowledge of doctrine.



(1)  We cannot reach a conclusion without prior knowledge of something.  We must learn something about the word of God before we will ever come to any conclusions in life.



(2)  We are expected and need to come to certain conclusions in life.  Conclusions require thinking.  Thinking produces decisions.  Decisions produce action.  Action executes the spiritual life and glorifies God.



(3)  We never change our behavior and the direction of our life without first coming to doctrinal conclusions.



(4)  Therefore, as long as we are ignorant of Bible doctrine, or neglect the application of doctrine in our spiritual lives, we will continue doing what we have been doing in the past and nothing will change in the future except the increase of our self-induced misery and divine discipline.



(5)  But it does not need to be this way.  With positive volition to Bible doctrine and the willingness to obey God and execute His plan, we can conclude that in spite of what happens in life, God has a plan for our lives, God continues to love us, and we have the opportunity of not only understanding Him, but loving Him as well.



(6)  We can conclude that God has only the highest and best planned for us, and that we have the privilege and opportunity of loving and glorifying Him both now and in the future.



(7)  We can conclude that there is a definite difference in the Christian life of the believer positive to the teaching of the word of God and sharing the happiness of God and the believer in perpetual carnality and incessant (persistent, unending) self-induced misery and unhappiness.  

2.  “Are we to continue in [the sovereignty of] the sin nature,”

a.  Paul’s second rhetorical question begins with the problem of most believers.  This is the old thinking of the believer who realizes he or she is saved and says, “Thanks God, now I can do whatever I want and have fun.  I’ll see you in eternity.”

b.  Some believers continue in sin after salvation.  The implication of this question is that it is possible to do so.

c.  Therefore, why are we shocked that a believer does so, when they do so?  We shouldn’t be.  Only self-righteous arrogance is shocked by the sins, failures, and evil of others.


d.  The obvious answer to this rhetorical question is “No, we should not continue in sin.”


e.  So why do Christians continue in allowing the sin nature to control their lives after salvation?



(1)  They think that they will be happier by doing what they want rather than what God wants.



(2)  They think that they will miss out on some really important pleasures in life by doing what God wants.



(3)  They think that obedience to the lust pattern of the sin nature is easier than having to fight the constant battle of saying “no” all the time.



(4)  Some believers do not think at all and just continue in their same old behaviors out of ignorance.



(5)  Some believers are arrogant enough to think they are so good that they don’t need to change.  This is especially true of the legalistic, self-righteous, arrogant Christian.



(6)  But in the final analysis we continue to allow the sin nature to control our lives because we want it to.  There are many and various reasons, but it all comes down to volition.  We do what we do because we want to do it.


f.  Obviously we should not continue in allowing the sin nature to control our soul and our lives.  We have died to the sin nature and its lusts.  It is our ex-husband, who no longer has any control over our lives or say-so in our lives.  We are free to do what we really want and do not have to follow the dictates of the sin nature.


g.  The soul is designed to serve only one master.  We cannot obey God and ourselves at the same time.  We can do either the will of God or our own will in the spiritual life.  This is an absolute state from which there is no deviation.

h.  We are either in fellowship with God or we are not.  We are either executing the spiritual life or we are not.  We are either continuing to allow the sin nature to control our soul after salvation or we are not.

3.  “in order that grace might increase?”

a.  Paul gives another erroneous reason some believers had for allowing the sin nature to control their lives after salvation—in order that the grace of God might increase.


b.  Some believers thought and taught that it was a good thing to sin after salvation because this allowed God to be more and more gracious in His forgiveness and His love.  Their erroneous thinking said the more we sin and indulge the sin nature, doing all manner or sin and evil, the greater the opportunity for the grace of God to be demonstrated to us, which means the more God will be glorified and therefore, the more He will love us.

c.  This was nothing more than self-justification for wanting to commit every possible act of sin and saying that it was God’s will.  Entire movements arose in the Christian faith later on after Paul wrote this based upon this same erroneous thinking.

d.  The obvious answer to this rhetorical question is “No, we don’t sin so that the grace of God might increase.”


e.  The grace of God is going to increase and be multiplied no matter what we do in life.  We certainly do not need to sin for this to happen.  For example, the eternal state is going to be magnificent beyond our imagination, but we don’t need to sin in order to make it so.


f.  The grace of God will increase just as much by our execution of the spiritual life as by our failure in the spiritual life.  The difference is only a matter of blessing or discipline, but both come from the love of God as manifest in the grace of God.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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