Romans 5:3



- is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” with the accusative neuter singular from the adjective MONOS, used as an adverb, meaning “only, alone.”  Then we have the postpositive continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “And.”  This is followed by the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  The word “[this]” is implied as part of this idiom.
“And not only [this], but also”
- is the first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast, to take pride in, or to be proud of.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur in the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.  This can also be a tendential present, which describes what should be taking place now, but is not necessarily yet happening.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—we should be producing the action.


The indicative mood is a cohortative indicative or potential indicative expressing a command.  The first person plural is used by Paul to exhort his readers to follow him in a course of action.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural article and noun THLIPSIS, which means “pressure, trouble, persecution, oppression, affliction, tribulation, difficult circumstances, or adversities.”
“let us take pride in adversities,”
 - is the nominative masculine first person plural perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, which means “to know: knowing.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all Church Age believers.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes a completed action (we have learned something in the past) with results that go on in the present (we now know something).


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action of knowing.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of knowing and mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun THLIPSIS, which means “affliction, persecution, difficult circumstances, pressure, adversity, suffering.”  The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun and can be translated “this suffering” or “such suffering.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “patience, endurance, fortitude, stead-fastness, perseverance”
 that is, “to continue to bear up despite difficulty and suffering - ‘to endure, to bear up, to demonstrate endurance, to put up with.’”
  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “bring about, produce, create, achieve.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a present fact without reference to its progress.  This can also be a customary present for what God reasonably expects to occur in our life.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—suffering produces the action of bringing about perseverance by our application of doctrine to the circumstances of life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what is supposed to happen in our spiritual life based on our spiritual growth.
“knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.”
Rom 5:3 corrected translation
“And not only [this], but also let us take pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.”
Explanation:
1.  “And not only [this], but also”

a.  Paul continues his thought with another important concept regarding the execution of the spiritual life.

b.  Not only are we to have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God, but we also to take pride in something else.
2.  “let us take pride in adversities,”

a.  We should also take pride in sufferings, adversities, pressures, difficult circumstances.  This is a reference to undeserved sufferings.

b.  Undeserved sufferings are tests designed to demonstrate the love and grace of God directed toward us.


c.  God tests the doctrine resident in our souls to prove to Satan and the fallen angels how we are dependent upon the grace and love of God.


d.  When we pass the tests of undeserved suffering we glorify God.


e.  Therefore, adversity, suffering, pressure, and difficult circumstances are the opportunity for God to demonstrate to the unseen angelic conflict that we love God more than anything the cosmic system can throw at us.

f.  Suffering and adversity is our opportunity for promotion.


g.  Suffering and adversity is a privilege of the royal family of God.


h.  The carnal believer never takes or passes these tests; only the mature believer can do that.


i.  The believer in perpetual carnality only receives self-induced misery and divine discipline.


j.  But the advancing and mature believer has the privilege of using the problem solving devices such as occupation with Christ to demonstrate that the love of God is more real to him than the difficult circumstances of life.


k.  Therefore, when persecution, problems, or adversity come into our life, we should take pride in the fact that God has the confidence in us that we can and will use the doctrine in our souls to pass the test and glorify Him.


l.  The same concept was taught by our Lord in Mt 5:10-12, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
3.  “knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.”

a.  The result of learning doctrine is that we know and understand the purpose of undeserved suffering in our spiritual life.

b.  Undeserved suffering brings about perseverance in our confidence in the love of God regardless of the circumstances of our life.

c.  Undeserved suffering motivates us to keep on learning doctrine and to keep on depending on the grace of God.


d.  Suffering, persecution, and adversity focus our attention on the promises of God, the provision of God, and the faithfulness of God.


e.  This motivates us to continue to learn about the love of God and apply that knowledge to handling the problems of life.


f.  We persevere in our spiritual advance, knowing that Jesus Christ controls history and God works all things together for good to those who love God.


g.  Perseverance is the continued intake of doctrine no matter what happens in life.

h.  Perseverance is the continued application of the problem solving devices in both prosperity and adversity.


i.  Perseverance builds spiritual strength.  Spiritual strength executes the spiritual life.  

Execution of the spiritual life glorifies God.


j.  The same concept was taught by James, the Lord’s half brother and pastor of the Jerusalem church in:



(1)  Jam 1:2-4, “Think it all happiness, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your doctrine produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”


(2)  Jam 5:11, “We count those blessed who endured.  You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.”

k.  Related Scripture:


(1)  2 Tim 3:10-12, “But you have studied intensively my doctrine, my self discipline, my lesson plan, my faithfulness, my steadfastness, my love, my endurance [the power to undergo, bear, sustain opposition, criticism, annoyance without giving up], persecutions and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; such persecution I have endured, and yet out of all of them, the Lord Himself delivered me.  Furthermore, all believers who keep on desiring to live spiritual lives in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”


(2)  Heb 10:32, “But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated.”


(3)  Heb 12:2, “Concentrating on Jesus, the author and perfecter of doctrine, who for the pure happiness set before Him endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”
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