Romans 4:5



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But.”  With this we have the dative masculine singular indirect object from the articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the intransitive use of the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to work.”  With this we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun: “the one who.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a universal truth and a state or condition that exists throughout the Church Age.  It can also be a customary present for what is reasonably expected by God.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—one who has faith alone in Christ alone produces the action of not working for his salvation.


The participle is circumstantial.
“But to the one who does not work [for salvation],”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the dative indirect object from the masculine singular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe, to have faith, to trust.”

The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a universal truth and a state or condition that exists throughout human history.  It can also be a customary present for what is reasonably expected by God.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—one who has faith alone in Christ alone produces the action of believing in Christ for his salvation.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to justify, or to declare righteous.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the one who” or “Him who” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.

The present tense is a gnomic present for an action that always takes place when a person believes in Christ.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of justifying the unbeliever who has faith in Him.

The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective ASEBĒS, which is used as a substantive and means “godless, impious”
 and refers to the unbeliever.
“but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever],”
 - is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb LOGILOMAI, which means “to be credited, to receive credit.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for an action that will always occur given the right circumstances of believing in Christ.

The passive voice indicates that anyone who believes in Christ receives the action of having their faith credited to them as righteousness.


The indicative is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, meaning “faith” in its active sense.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the predicate accusative from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “as righteousness.”

“his faith is credited as righteousness.”
Rom 4:5 corrected translation
“But to the one who does not work [for salvation], but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever], his faith is credited as righteousness.”
Explanation:
1.  “But to the one who does not work [for salvation],”

a.  Paul continues his thought with what the believer in Christ does in contrast to what the unbeliever does.

b.  The unbeliever does not trust the love of God to provide eternal salvation for him.  He believes that he must work for his salvation, and therefore performs all the deeds he thinks are necessary to please and satisfy the righteousness and justice of God.

c.  But the believer trusts in the love of God to provide eternal salvation, and therefore, he has faith in Christ apart from trying to do any works for salvation.


d.  So the subject of this verse is stated here as the one who does not work.  The implication from the context is that this is a person not working in order to obtain eternal salvation from God.


e.  The person who does not work for salvation believes there is no need to:



(1)  perform some sort of psychological gimmick for salvation, such as, raising one’s hand, walking an aisle, or confessing one’s sinfulness before the congregation.



(2)  feel sorry for sins, give up certain non-sinful habits (such as smoking), or give up certain normal things in life that are not sinful (such as drinking alcohol without getting drunk).



(3)  work around a church, attempt to evangelize a certain number of people a day, dress in a certain manner, talk in a certain manner, or behave in a certain manner in order to become holy or maintain one’s holiness.


(4)  follow any manmade system of taboos or works that are required by man (not God) in order to please or satisfy God.

2.  “but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever],”

a.  Instead the person who does not try to work for salvation believes in Jesus Christ alone for eternal salvation.

b.  Jesus Christ is described here as the One who justifies the unbeliever.


(1)  Jesus Christ justifies all believers by bearing their sins in His own body on the cross and being judged for them.



(2)  Jesus Christ provides justification for all believers positionally on the cross.



(3)  God the Father then applies justification to each believer experientially the moment he or she believes in Christ.



(4)  The point here is that God is the one who justifies the unbeliever.  The unbeliever cannot justify him or herself.



(5)  The problem with the unbeliever trying to be saved by works is that he is trying to justify himself for salvation.  Spiritual death and total depravity cannot do anything to justify itself.  No matter how good a person could be in their human life, even if they never committed a personal sin (which is impossible), they still have the problem of the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.  They are still spiritually dead.


(6)  The believer believes that he is spiritually dead and only God can justify him and provide eternal salvation for him.  He trusts in the love of God to do so.  The unbeliever rejects the love of God.

c.  The godless or impious person here is every member of the human race.  All of us are born godless and we continue to be godless until the moment we believe in Christ.


d.  All of the wonderful people doing all of the wonderful things are still godless, impious, and spiritually dead.

3.  “his faith is credited as righteousness.”

a.  The faith of the godless unbeliever in the love of God the Father and the work of our Lord Jesus Christ is taken by God and credited to our bank account as righteousness.

b.  God takes our faith alone in Christ alone and considers it as the equivalent of His very own righteousness.

c.  God the Father considers our faith in Christ to be as holy as His very own holiness.  He considers our faith in Christ to be as righteous as His very own righteousness.


d.  Therefore, God declares us righteous because we have done the one thing His righteousness demands of us for eternal salvation.


e.  Our works are never credited to us as righteousness, because they cannot be.  The righteousness of God cannot justify or declare our works as righteous because they come from someone who is spiritually dead, that is, godless.

f.  Well, then, doesn’t our faith in Christ come from us as godless unbelievers as well?  Yes, certainly it does.  But God the Holy Spirit takes our faith in Christ and His love for us and makes it effective for salvation, because God the Father has credited our faith in Christ to us as righteousness.


g.  Therefore, justification is a three step process.



(1)  Jesus Christ makes justification positionally available for every human being.



(2)  God the Father justifies or declares righteous everyone who believes in Christ.


(3)  God the Holy Spirit makes the faith of the believer effective by applying the justification of God the Father and God the Son to the faith of the believer in Christ.


h.  Therefore, faith being made effective for salvation by God the Holy Spirit and faith being declared righteous by God the Father are two simultaneous actions by God to provide eternal salvation for anyone who believes in Christ.


i.  God cannot save the unbeliever who works for salvation because non-meritorious faith in Christ is the only way God can declare us righteous.
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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