Romans 4:22



- is the inferential conjunction DIO, which means “for this reason, therefore.”  This is followed by the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  (This word is missing from some ancient manuscripts but is supported by a majority of the oldest and best manuscripts.  It is also a repetition of the phrase in Rom 4:3 to take us back to that point in Paul’s discussion.)  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb LOGIZOMAI, which means “to be credited, to credit something to someone as something.  It is used in the passive voice (after Gen 15:6; cf. Ps 105:31) in Rom 4:3, 5, 9.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of the completed action, which is the imputation of God’s righteousness to Abraham at the point of faith in Christ.


The passive voice indicates that Abraham received the action of God’s righteousness being imputed to him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to him.” 
“and for this reason it [faith in Christ] was credited to him”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the predicate accusative from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “as righteousness.”  “The predicate nominative and the predicate accusative are sometimes replaced by EIS with the accusative under Semitic influence.”

“as righteousness.”
Rom 4:22 corrected translation
 “—and for this reason it [his faith] was credited to him as righteousness.”
Explanation:
1.  “—and for this reason it [his faith] was credited to him”

a.  This refers back to Rom 4:3, 5, 9.


(1)  Rom 4:3 “For what does the Scripture say?  ‘Now Abraham had believed in the God [Jesus Christ], and it was credited to him as righteousness.’”


(2)  Rom 4:5 “But to the one who does not work [for salvation], but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever], his faith is credited as righteousness.”


(3)  Rom 4:9 “Is this blessing then for the benefit of the circumcision [only] or for benefit of the uncircumcised also?  In reply we say, ‘His faith was credited to Abraham as righteousness.’”

b.  This verse is the conclusion from the argument put forward in Rom 4:16-17 (without the parenthetical digression), “For this reason, salvation is by means of faith, in order that it might be in accordance with grace, that the promise [of salvation] might be reliable to all the seed, not only to those from the law, but also to those [Gentiles] from Abraham's faith, who is the prototype with reference to all of us in the judgment of Him Whom he believed, the God [Jesus Christ] Who gives life to the dead ones, and calls those things which did not exist as existing.”  And for this reason it [faith in Christ] was credited to him as righteousness.”

c.  “For this reason” means that the promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many nations and the heir of the world was given to him because of the righteousness he had by means of faith and not by the works of the Law.  Because Abraham had faith in Christ, he was declared to be righteous by God.  And because he was declared righteous by God, God made the unconditional promise to him regarding being the father of many nations, the heir of the world and having a son through Sarah.  Because the covenant was unconditional to Abraham, it was not based on his works.  Rather it was based on his faith and trust in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross on his behalf.

d.  Therefore, in order to show that verses 18-21 are another digression in thought I have used the double dash to set this section apart in hopes that the reader will see the connection between the “for this reason” in verse 16 and the “for this reason” in verse 22.  The word DIO in verse 22 is the crasis of DIA TOUTO in verse 16.
2.   “as righteousness.”

a.  The result of Abraham’s faith in Christ is that God the Father credited that faith in Christ to Abraham as being equivalent to His very own perfect righteousness.



(1)  This is the basis for Paul’s entire argument that salvation is by faith and not by works.



(2)  God’s very own righteousness was imputed or credited to Abraham long before he performed any good deeds or works as a believer, that is, before he ever left Ur of the Chaldeans.



(3)  Thus Paul proves that righteousness was given to Abraham long before he obeyed God and left Ur, worshipped God in Canaan, received the unconditional covenant, submitted to circumcision, or offered Isaac as a sacrifice to God.



(4)  God didn’t credit His righteousness to Abraham on the basis of his obedience to God in works, but on the basis of his faith alone in Christ alone.



(5)  Abraham believed in Christ and this belief was considered by God the Father the equivalent of His very own righteousness. 


b.  Related New Testament Scriptures:



(1)  Gal 3:6, “Just as Abraham believed in God [the Lord Jesus Christ], and so it was credited to him as righteousness.”



(2)  Jam 2:23, “and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was called the friend of God.”
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