Romans 4:21



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb PLĒROPHOREW, which in the passive voice means “to be fully convinced, assured, certain;”
 “to be completely certain of the truth of something - ‘to be absolutely sure, to be certain, complete certainty.’”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action up into a single whole and regards it from the standpoint of its completion.


The passive voice indicates that Abraham received the action of having been fully convinced and absolutely certain that God would keep His word.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb “he was made strong.”
“and having been absolutely certain”

- is the conjunction HOTI used to indicate the content of thinking after a verb of cognition or thinking.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun and meaning “the thing which” or simply “what.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “to promise.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—Jesus Christ producing the action of making a promise.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of the fact that Jesus Christ made a promise to Abraham.

“that what He had promised,”

 - is the predicate nominative masculine singular from the adjective DUNATOS, which is used “figuratively, the construction  being equal to the verb  meaning I am able or in a position with the present infinitive following as in Lk 14:31; Acts 11:17, Rom 11:23; 2 Tim 1:12; Jam 3:2.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “He is.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for an absolute, universal truth that is always true at any given point in time.

The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being able to do something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Finally we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, accomplish.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, end, or progress.  The action is simply stated as a fact.

The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action.


The infinitive is a complimentary infinitive, which occurs with certain verbs that cannot take a direct object as such, but which require an infinitive to complete their meaning.

“He is able also to accomplish.)”
Rom 4:21 corrected translation
“and having been absolutely certain that what He had promised, He is able also to accomplish.)”
Explanation:
1.  “and having been absolutely certain”


a.  The entire parenthesis reads “(that is, with reference to the promise of God, he did not doubt by means of unbelief, but he was made strong by means of doctrine, having given glory to God and having been absolutely certain that what He had promised, He is able also to accomplish.)”

b.  A second thing that happened before Abraham was made strong by means of doctrine was the fact that he was absolutely certain that Jesus Christ would do what He promised He would do.

c.  Only mature believers have absolute confidence in God.


d.  The absolute confidence of the mature believer in the promises of God is the great testimony of faith against Satan in his appeal trial.


e.  Satan has never believed that God will keep His word.  Satan has continually maligned the veracity of God throughout human history.  Therefore, the testimony of an inferior creature (us) to fact that we believe God will keep His word is devastating testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.


f.  We can never be certain of anything until God makes a promise or says that He will do a thing.  But once God makes a promise, then we should be absolutely certain that it will come to pass.


g.  Abraham listened carefully to Jesus Christ tell him what He was going to do to change his sexually dead body and give Sarah the ability to have children again.  He knew that Jesus Christ was God.  He knew that God could not lie.  He knew that once God made a promise, He had to fulfill that promise.  Abraham loved Jesus Christ.  There was nothing else Abraham could do but be absolutely certain that what his Friend told him, He would do.
2.  “that what He had promised,”

a.  Now we get the content of what Abraham was absolutely certain about—what Jesus Christ had promised him.

b.  The promise is found in Gen 17:1-21.  There are many parts to the promise.



(1)  Gen 17:2, “I will multiply you exceedingly.”



(2)  Gen 17:4, “You will be the father of a multitude of nations.”



(3)  Gen 17:6, “I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from you.”



(4)  Gen 17:7, “I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.”


(5)  Gen 17:8, “I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”


(6)  Gen 17:16, “I will bless her [Sarah], and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”


(7)  Gen 17:20, “As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.”
3.  “He is able also to accomplish.)”

a.  Jesus Christ is able to accomplish what He promises because He is God.

b.  One of the characteristics of God is His veracity.  Veracity means truthfulness.

c.  God is the truth and always tells the truth.


d.  God never makes promises He does intend to fulfill fully and completely.


e.  God never makes claims that are not true.


f.  God never makes false statements, deceptive statements, or unsure statements.


g.  A major part of God being who and what He is is His ability to do what He says He will do.


h.  God has never failed to do what He is able to accomplish, and nothing is impossible with God.


i.  If God could do the greatest thing for Abraham by crediting His very own righteousness to him because of Abraham’s faith in Christ, then it follows with stronger reason that God was able also to accomplish an easier promise to make nations of him from his many children, including a son yet to be born to him in spite of his sexual death.

j.  Abraham rested to the maximum in his faith, trusting the veracity of God that He is able also to accomplish that which He promises.  How much more should we as royal family of God be able to do likewise?
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