Romans 3:6



- is the negative MĒ with the third person singular aorist deponent middle optative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, to happen, to take place.”  Here it is an idiom of “strong negation, in Paul only after rhetorical questions, meaning: by no means far from it, God forbid, literally ‘may it not be.’  It is found in Lk 20:16; Rom 3:4, 31; 6:2, 15; 7:7, 13; 9:14; 11:1, 11; 1 Cor 6:15; Gal 2:17; 3:21; 6:14.”


The aorist tense is a dramatic and gnomic aorist for an action that is emphatically, dramatically, and universally true throughout time and eternity.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning the previous rhetorical question by Paul producing the action of being absolutely untrue.


The optative mood is a voluntative optative, which indicates that this action is not only objectively impossible, but is not even subjectively possible.  The action is not hypothetically possible in any conceivable way.  It cannot even be imagined.  Therefore, the translation really means: 

“Emphatically not!”
 - is the conjunction EPEI, which is used two ways in Greek: (1)  as a temporal conjunction, meaning: when, after; (2) as a causal conjunction, meaning: because, since, for;  Mt 18:32; 21:46; 27:6; Mk 15:42; Lk 1:34; J 13:29; 19:31; 1 Cor 14:12; 2 Cor 11:18; 13:3; Heb 5:2, 11; 6:13; 9:17; 11:11.  In this sense it is also used in ellipsis, meaning for (if it were different), for otherwise, Rom 3:6; 11:6, 22; 1 Cor 5:10; 7:14; 14:16; 15:29; Heb 10:2, 9:26, ‘for otherwise he would have had to suffer many times’.
  This is followed by the adverb of manner PWS, used “in rhetorical questions that call an assumption into question or reject it altogether how (could or should)?, which is the equivalent of by no means it is impossible that Job 25:4; Mt 12:26; Lk 11:18. Cf. Mt 12:29, 34; Mk 3:23; 4:13; Jn 3:12; 5:44, 47; 6:52; 9:16; 14:5; otherwise (i.e. if he were unjust) it would be impossible for God to judge the world Rom 3:6. Cf. 6:2; 1 Cor 14:7, 9, 16; 1 Tim 3:5; Heb 2:3; 1 Jn 3:17.”
  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”

The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in questions, real or rhetorical, to consult the judgment of another person.


The active voice indicates that God will produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “the world” and refers to the world of unbelievers.  Rom 8:1 says there is now no judgment for those who believe in Christ.

“For otherwise [if this were true] how will God judge the world?”
Rom 3:6 corrected translation
“Emphatically not!  For otherwise [if this were true] how will God judge the world?”
Explanation:
1.  “Emphatically not!”

a.  Paul answers his previous rhetorical question with another emphatic and dogmatic “No!”


b.  Paul’s question was whether or not God, who inflicts wrath, is unrighteous.


c.  He answers this question just as he did his previous rhetorical question—whether or not the unbeliever’s refusal to believe in Christ would cancel the faithfulness of God in providing eternal salvation.

d.  The one great qualification for God to be able to judge the world is that He be righteous.

e.  He will be just only because he is right.


f.  Without the righteousness of God, God could not be just and fair.


g.  Without the omniscience of God, God would not know all the facts necessary to be right.


h.  Without the grace and love of God, God would not care to know all the facts necessary to be right.


i.  Therefore, the righteousness, justice, omniscience, and grace of God all work together to form the integrity of God, which always functions in love toward His creatures, especially in judgment.
2.  “For otherwise [if this were true] how will God judge the world?”

a.  Only a loving God could judge the world.

b.  The judgment of the world is not a bad thing, but a good thing, because it gives the opportunity for the love of God to be manifest to all of His creatures.

c.  One of the most loving acts the love of God will do for those who believe Him is to separate them from those who refuse to believe in God’s love for them.


d.  This separation is called the wrath of God and is the judgment of all unbelievers by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment.


e.  God the Father has turned over all judgment to God the Son because Jesus Christ is the only Person in human history to be both perfect God and perfect man.


f.  Jesus Christ is the mediator between God and man.  He attempts to reconcile mankind (who refuses to believe in the love of God) with God, who faithfully loves the unbeliever in spite of his refusal to believe.

g.  Since the Lord Jesus Christ went to the cross and demonstrated God’s love for mankind, He is the only one God the Father considers truly qualified to judge the world.


h.  It was the love of Jesus Christ as a man in His true humanity on the cross that demonstrated His love for all unbelievers.  Deity could not die spiritually and be judged; only the humanity of Christ could do that.


i.  Therefore, the unique person of the Incarnate Christ in resurrected and glorified status is given the privilege and right of judging the world.


j.  Jesus Christ judges only those who have rejected His love for them by being judged for them.


k.  All believers in Christ have believed that He loved them and therefore received their judgment for them.  Therefore, they are saved or delivered from eternal condemnation and judgment by not being sentenced to the Lake of Fire.

l.  However, all unbelievers have refused to believe that Jesus Christ loved them and received judgment for them.  Therefore, by refusing to believe in Christ, they chose to reject the love of God, and therefore, Jesus Christ has the right to separate them from all others who have believed in Him.


m.  Jesus Christ had to remain perfectly righteous throughout his human life on earth, especially while bearing our sins, in order to be qualified to judge the world.


n.  Therefore, three critical things happened in the human life of our Lord to qualify Him to judge the world.



(1)  He was formed in the womb of his human mother, Mary, apart from the genetically formed sin nature, which is passed on by the male in copulation.



(2)  Having no genetically formed sin nature at physical birth, God the Father, therefore, was not required to impute Adam’s original sin to Christ.  There was no sin nature to which to impute it.


(3)  Our Lord never committed any personal sin, even while bearing our sins and being judged for them.


o.  Therefore, our Lord received the eternal judgment that should have gone to every member of the human race on the cross.


p.  Those who believe in Christ are saved from this eternal judgment.


q.  Those who refuse to believe have already been delivered by the judgment of Christ on the cross, but chose of their own free will to reject this salvation.


r.  Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ is qualified by His righteousness and free by the delegation of the authority of sovereignty of God the Father to judge all unbelievers for their rejection of His love as demonstrated on the cross.


s.  So it is imperative that Christ be perfectly righteous in His humanity to be qualified to judge the world, and He is.
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