Romans 3:3



- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “What” and the postpositive inferential use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “therefore, then.”  Together they form a common idiom used in questions.  It is often found in questions, where the English idiom leaves the word untranslated.  It is in direct questions in: Mt 9:5; 16:26; 23:17, 19 and often; why, what evil thing has he done? Mt 27:23; cf. Mk 15:14; Lk 23:22.  In our passage it is transitional, what, then, is the situation?

“What, then, is the situation?”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and its true.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APISTEW, which means “to not believe, disbelieve, refuse to believe.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the entire past and present history of the Jew, gathers it into a single whole, and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates some of the Jews produced the action of not believing God.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “certain ones, some.”

“If certain ones refuse to believe [and they do],”

 - is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun APISTIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their unbelief.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, which means “faithfulness, reliability; solemn promise, oath.”
  With this we have the subjective genitive from the article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KATARGEW, which means “make ineffective, nullify, abolish, wipe out, or set aside.”


The future tense is a deliberative future, used in questions to consult the judgment of another person.


The active voice indicates that the unbelief of certain Jews will not produce this action.

The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, used in questions which can be answered by providing actual facts.

“their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?”
Rom 3:3 corrected translation
“What, then, is the situation?  If certain ones refuse to believe [and they do], their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?”
Explanation:
1.  “What, then, is the situation?”

a.  Paul assumes the attitude of his readers, and asks the question they are certainly asking themselves.

b.  If the Jews had all these advantages, what happened?  Why didn’t they believe in Christ, the Messiah when He came?  Why have they rejected God so many times in human history?  Why are they so antagonistic to believing in Christ, when God has done so much for them?

c.  Another follow-on question would also be in the minds of Paul’s readers, “If God did all these things for them, and He did, what is He going to do now to the Jews because they refuse to believe in Christ?

2.  “If certain ones refuse to believe [and they do],”

a.  Paul answers the question by going to the heart of the problem.  The heart of the problem was the refusal of the Jews to believe in Christ.

b.  This has always been their problem and it mirrors the entire problem of the human race throughout human history.

c.  There has always been and will always be certain people who refuse to believe in Christ.


d.  These people clearly understand that there is a God, as we saw in chapter one of this epistle.


e.  These people clearly understand the gospel message and what God wants them to do.


f.  They understand that God exists, heaven and hell exist, Jesus Christ exists, was the Son of God, lived as a man on earth, and went to the cross and was judged for their sins.  All of these things have been clearly and openly revealed to them and they refuse to believe.


g.  The problem with man is his refusal to believe in Christ, and there is nothing God can do about it because God gave man free will.  The ultimate proof in the free will of man is the fact that man refuses to believe in Christ.

h.  It is God’s will that all might believe and have eternal life.  God is not willing that any should perish.


i.  However, certain people refuse to believe in Christ.  They are condemned to the eternal lake of fire by the justice of God because they refuse to believe in Christ.  This is the one sin for which Jesus Christ could not die spiritually on the cross.  It is the unpardonable sin.

j.  It is God’s will that every person believe Him, believe His word, believe what He says.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit both declare that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He went to the cross and provided eternal salvation for anyone who will believe in Him.  To reject this is to reject the direct will of God that we believe Him.  Rejection of the will of God is a sin.  Therefore, failure to believe in Christ is a sin, the one sin for which Christ could not die spiritually on the cross.


k.  Refusal to believe is tantamount to saying that God is a liar.  It is saying that He is lying about the only way of salvation, which is through faith alone in Christ alone.  It is saying that He does not mean what He says, and that faith in Christ is not what He really wants.  Therefore, it is slandering and maligning the integrity and character of God.

l.  The unbeliever is condemned because he chooses to be condemned.  He does not care that he is condemned.  He does not believe that God will or has condemned him.  He believes that he does not deserve to be condemned regardless of what he has done wrong.  This is exactly the same thinking as Satan.  It is the lie Satan perpetuates throughout human history, just as he did in the pre-historic angelic conflict.
3.  “their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?”

a.  Paul comes to a dogmatic and dramatic conclusion that absolutely demands a negative answer: the unbelief of the Jew or any other person will never nullify the faithfulness, righteousness, justice, integrity, or love of God.

b.  God is faithful even though every person in the human race refuses to believe in Christ.  Eternal salvation is still available to all.


(1)  Dt 32:4, “The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.”


(2)  Ps 89:8, “O Lord God of the armies, who is like You, O mighty Lord?  Your faithfulness also surrounds You.”


(3)  Ps 98:3, “He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.”

c.  There is nothing man can do to change the character of God.


d.  God is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  He cannot and will not change.  Heb 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

e.  This means that God will continue to love all of His creatures whether they believe in Him or not.


f.  The righteousness of God continues to demand eternal salvation for anyone who believes in Christ.


g.  The righteousness of God continues to condemn anyone who refuses to believe in Christ.


h.  God has already provided unlimited atonement for all mankind.  Salvation is available to all.  We are all already in a position to be saved, but must appropriate that salvation by faith in Christ.  The question is who will believe this and who will not.  For those who believe it, they receive it as a grace gift from God.  For those who refuse to believe that God has provided completely for their salvation, they receive their just condemnation from the justice of God.



(1)  1 Jn 2:2, “and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.”


(2)  Rom 10:16, “However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our report?’”



(3)  Heb 4:2, “For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.”


i.  In both cases the integrity of God remains intact.  The faithfulness of God continues regardless of what man thinks.   Rom 3:4, “May it never be!  Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, ‘That You may be justified in Your words, and prevail when You are judged.’”
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