Romans 3:28



 - is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “So, Then, Therefore.”  With this we have the first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb LOGIZOMAI, which means “to consider, conclude, think, believe, be of the opinion followed by the accusative-infinitive, ‘we hold that a man is justified’ 3:28.”


The present tense is an aoristic or descriptive present.  What Christians believe is stated as a fact, it is believed now, and the progress of that belief is not the issue here.  Paul is describing what he and others now believe to be true and will continue to believe to be true, but the action is simply stated as a current fact without reference to its progress.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning; Paul and other Christians producing the action of believing what follows.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore we conclude”
- is the accusative-infinitive construction, in which the noun in the accusative of general reference functions as the subject of the infinitive, which functions as a finite verb.  First, we have the present passive infinitive from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be justified, to be declared righteous.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that always occurs.


The passive voice indicates that the subject, mankind, receives the action of being declared righteous or justified by God at the point of faith in Christ.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.
This is followed by the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its active meaning translated “by means of faith.”  Then we have the accusative of general reference from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man” and referring to mankind in general.

“that man is justified by means of faith”

 - is the preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “apart from, without relation to or connection with something, independent of something, without any relation to, without regard to the observance of the law, Rom 3:28.”
  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “of the Law.”
“apart from the works of the Law.”
Rom 3:28 corrected translation
“Therefore we conclude that man is justified by means of faith apart from the works of the Law.”
Explanation:

1.  “Therefore we conclude”

a.  Having presented two preliminary conclusions, Paul comes to his main conclusion.

b.  This is one of the most important and most significant conclusions in the word of God.

c.  It indicates several things.



(1)  A lot of thought went into this conclusion before it was made and stated in the word of God.



(2)  Paul was not the only person that came to this conclusion.  It was also arrived at by Peter, James, John, James the Lord’s half brother, Phillip, the other apostles, Stephen, all of the members of Paul’s traveling seminary, such as Luke, Titus, Timothy, etc., and many pastor-teachers throughout the Church.



(3)  This conclusion was a radical departure from the current thinking of Paul’s time.  The Jews and the Christian Judaizers vehemently opposed this conclusion and rejected Paul when he began teaching it.



(4)  This conclusion was not arrived at over night, but required much learning of the word of God and thoughtful consideration of many events at the beginning of the Church Age, the most important of which was that God the Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles as well as Jews.


d.  Great doctrinal conclusions come from correct doctrinal understanding.  Paul had to learn, think about, and teach a lot of Bible doctrine before he was prepared and authorized to state this principle in the word of God.  It was at least twenty years from his conversion to the writing of this principle.


e.  This conclusion has changed the course of history several times.  It certainly changed the course of history during Paul’s day, but it also changed the course of history in 1517 A.D., when this verse changed the entire thinking of a Roman Catholic priest by the name of Martin Luther, who finally broke with the Roman Catholic Church and started the Reformation based on the conclusion of this verse.
2.  “that man is justified by means of faith”

a.  Now Paul states the conclusion—mankind is declared righteous by the integrity of God because that person has faith in Christ alone.

b.  The Roman Catholic Church had always taught (and in some cases still does teach) that a man is not justified by means of faith alone, but must perform good works demanded by the church in order to be saved.  The Catholic Church defined those good works as: prayers for the dead, giving to the Church, to the poor, for the dead (you could buy someone out of Hell), paying for the privilege of sinning and being forgiven ahead of time (called Indulgences), praying to and worshipping Mary, the human mother our Lord, who was called by the Catholic Church “The Mother of God,” and many other things.

c.  The Roman Church added as many works as it could to salvation by faith alone in Christ, in order to keep the secular rulers under the power and control of the church.


d.  Martin Luther recognized the hypocrisy when he was studying this passage in the original languages of Scripture and it made such an impression on him that he formally declared in writing (which he nailed to the front door of his church) all the things that the Roman Church was teaching that was wrong based on what Scripture really taught.


e.  Justification by faith is the central doctrine of the Protestant faith.  Without it a person is still an unbeliever.  Luther was not the only man who recognized this principle and came to this conclusion, for example, the same thing happened in Switzerland to a man named John Calvin.

f.  Justification by faith means that by faith alone, with nothing added to it that we could possibly do, God considers us holy and righteous before Him and declares us to be so.


g.  Justification by faith does not depend on any “good” behavior we are expected to perform either before or after salvation.


h.  God is justified in declaring us righteous because we have believed in the love that His Son had for us in going to the cross and willingly accepting the imputation of all of our personal sins and then being judged as a substitute for us.


i.  By adding anything to this belief, we are attempting to add our own inherent goodness or something good we have done to make ourselves acceptable to the righteousness and justice of God.  We have nothing that is acceptable to the righteousness and justice of God.


j.  Even our faith in Christ is coming from an unbeliever, who is spiritually dead, and God the Holy Spirit must take that faith and make it worthy of being declared righteous by God.

k.  Every member of the human race that reaches the point where they can understand that God exists and what the invitation to believe in Christ means has an equal opportunity for being justified by means of their faith.  Those who do not reach a chronological age or never have the mental ability to understand are automatically declared righteous by the integrity of God, because they never received the opportunity to make a fair choice for or against the love of God.


l.  This is a declarative statement from the word of God that man is declared righteous by God.  This means that it is definitely possible for a man to be declared righteous by God.  But the only way by which this can happen is if a person has faith alone in Christ alone, and in nothing or no one else.
3.  “apart from the works of the Law.”

a.  Paul adds the final caveat that made the Jews grind their teeth and hate him so much.

b.  Keeping the Mosaic Law was not required for salvation in Paul’s day, just as keeping the demands of the Roman Catholic Church was not required in Luther and Calvin’s day, just as living a “holy” or “spiritual” or “changed” life is not required today.

c.  The Jews were saved by faith in Christ without relation to or connection with the Mosaic Law.


d.  The Gentiles were declared righteous by faith in Christ independent of, without any relation to, and without regard to the observance of the Law.


e.  Obeying the Mosaic Law was not required for salvation even when the Law was first given by God to Moses and taught by angels.

f.  The demands of the Mosaic Law were designed to show the Jews their need for salvation by means of faith alone in Christ alone because of the great and constant sinfulness of each and every man.


g.  The Mosaic Law has nothing to do with God considering a person righteous, and it never has.


h.  Being considered righteous by God is without relation or connection to the Mosaic Law.


i.  Being declared righteous by God is completely independent of the Mosaic Law.

j.  The Jews hated this because it took away their supposed arrogant superiority over the Gentiles.


k.  They also hated it because they could no longer lord their supposed spiritual superiority over the Gentiles.


l.  Salvation and the formal recognition of that salvation by God was and always has been based on faith in Christ apart from any human works , good deeds, or morality of any kind.
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