Romans 3:27



- is the interrogative adverb of place POU, meaning “Where” plus the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “therefore, then, so, or consequently.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KAUCHĒSIS, which means “boasting; the reason for boasting.”  The nominative case implies the existence of an elliptical use of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“Where then [is] boasting?”
- is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb EKKLEIW, which means “to shut out, exclude; figuratively to exclude something means to make it impossible—it is eliminated.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal fact.

The passive voice indicates that human boasting received the action of being shut out, excluded, or eliminated.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“It is excluded.”
- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular interrogative adjective POIOS, meaning “By what kind of” and the noun NOMOS, meaning “law or principle.”
“By what principle?”
- is the ablative of means from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “By means of works?”

“By means of works?”
 - is the emphatic use of the absolute negative adverb OUCHI, meaning “Definitely not!”  The emphatic iota ending makes this very dogmatic and absolute.  This is followed by the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” with the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “by means of the principle.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its active meaning and translated “of faith.”
Definitely not!  But by means of the principle of faith.”
Rom 3:27 corrected translation
“Where then is boasting?  It is excluded.  By what principle?  By means of works?  Definitely not!  But by means of the principle of faith.”
Explanation:
1.  “Where then is boasting?”

a.  Paul now introduces some conclusions based on what he has previously said.  He states the conclusions in the form of rhetorical questions that he then answers himself.

b.  The first rhetorical question asks the logical question that if God has done everything to provide eternal salvation for anyone who believes in Christ, then what does man have to boast about?  Where is there any room left for man to boast about what he has done to be saved?


c.  God does everything to justify the sinner, when the sinner believes in Christ.  So what does the sinner have to brag about?


d.  God’s integrity (His righteousness, justice, and grace) all work together to provide the opportunity for the sinner to be saved and glorify the integrity of God.  Consequently, where is there a place for the sinner to brag or boast about anything he has done?
2.  “It is excluded.”

a.  Then Paul gives us the first conclusion.  All boasting of mankind is excluded, shut out, or eliminated as even a possibility.

b.  Men may brag and boast, but as far as reality is concerned all boasting, all bragging, all merit on the part of mankind is completely excluded by the plan of God.

c.  There never has and never will be anything for any man to brag about or boast about as an unbeliever.  The unbeliever is in spiritual death.  He is helpless to have a relationship with God.


d.  Only God can provide a relationship with Himself for any of His creatures.  God provides that relationship through the person of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ comes to us through the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common grace and offers a relationship to Himself.  We simply accept God’s offer of a relationship that He is providing.  There is no merit on our part, because God is doing everything to establish the relationship.


e.  Therefore, the unbeliever has nothing to boast about.


f.  God provides everything for the believer in grace.  Therefore, the believer has nothing to boast about except one thing:



(1)   Ps 34:2, “My soul will make its boast in the Lord; the humble will hear it and rejoice.”


(2)  1 Cor 1:31, “so that, just as it is written, ‘Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.’”


(3)  2 Cor 10:17, “But he who boasts is to boast in the Lord.”
3.  “By what principle?”

a.  Paul asks a second rhetorical question that leads to a second conclusion.

b.  If boasting and bragging is excluded, then what is the principle on which Paul bases the conclusion?

c.  You can almost hear the echo of Paul’s critics in Paul’s words.  Critics of Paul, especially the Jewish critics, loved to challenge his Church Age doctrinal statements with critical questions asking on what passage in the Old Testament he was basing his teaching.  Or as stated in modern English, “Where’d you get that from?”


d.  So Paul preempts his critics by asking their question for them, “Where in the Mosaic Law does it teach this?”

4.   “By means of works?”

a.  Instead of giving his answer immediately, Paul catches his audience off guard with another rhetorical question.

b.  This question is designed to sink the hook deep in their throat.  They cannot answer “Yes,” because this will mean that man has something to boast about before God, which Paul has already proven is impossible, which makes them wrong and obviously arrogant.  If they answer, “No, it not by means of works,” then they have agreed with Paul that keeping the Mosaic Law is not the means of salvation, and Paul has won his case that salvation is by grace through faith and not by the works of the Law lest any man should boast.

c.  So Paul sets them up with a question that no matter which way they answer, he has proven God’s case that God in grace has done everything to provide eternal salvation for mankind and that keeping the Mosaic Law is not a factor.  The only thing that counts is faith alone in Christ alone.
5.  “Definitely not!  But by means of the principle of faith.”

a.  Paul gives us his second conclusion, but as we shall see in the next verse this is only a preliminary conclusion, leading to the final conclusion.

b.  Mankind definitely does not have any right to boast or brag on the basis of his own human works.  Whether keeping the Mosaic Law or any other standard of morality designed and approved by man, it is still a system of human works, and human works cannot and will never save man from the condemnation of the justice of God.

c.  Paul states clearly and dogmatically here that the principle by which man has a relationship with God is never works but by means of the principle of faith.


d.  Faith is a system of belief.  It is a system of thinking.



(1)  When we believe in something, that something may be real or it may not; it may exist or it may not; it may be virtuous or it may not.



(2)  The value lies in the object, not in the fact we believe in it.  For example, many people believe in Buddha.  The value does not lie in the people who believe but in Buddha.  However, since Buddha is nothing more than a demon idol, there is no value in the idol.  “Idols are nothing.”  (1 Cor 10:19, “Therefore, what do I mean?  That meat offered to idols is anything, or that the idol is anything?  No.”)


(3)  If the object in which we believe has no value, then our belief has no value.



(4)  But if the object of our faith or belief is God Himself, then the object has the greatest value.



(5)  Our faith is valueless, inconsequential, and meaningless in and of itself.  It only becomes valuable, consequential, and meaningful when it is placed in an object of value, consequence, and meaning.



(6)  When we believe in Christ, God the Father places the highest value, consequence, and meaning on that non-meritorious act, because we have believed in the love of the humanity of Christ and the demonstration of that love from His humanity (not His deity).


(7)  Satan’s contention against God is that no creature could ever love so much that he would not fail at some point.  But the humanity of Jesus Christ proved Satan wrong.  A perfect creature from the hand of God could and did love so much that He was willing and able to do the will of God and make the greatest sacrifice for others whom He loved.  And if Jesus as a creature could produce this kind of obedient love, then Satan could have also, if he wanted to.  But Satan didn’t want to, and that is what Christ proved on the Cross.

e.  Therefore, relationship with God is based on our faith, our belief in the person, work, value, love, and sacrifice of the humanity of Christ on our behalf.  He gets all the credit and we have no value added to the relationship.  All the value is added by God.
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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