Romans 3:24



- is the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be acquitted, be pronounced and treated as righteous and thereby become  receive the divine gift of  as a theological technical term it means to be justified.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that occurs throughout human history for anyone who believes in Christ.


The passive voice indicates that anyone who believes in Christ receives the action of being acquitted of their status of spiritual death, being pronounced righteous by God, and being justified by God to live with Him forever.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative of the noun DWREA used as an adverb of manner, meaning “as a gift, without payment, gratis.”

“receiving justification without payment”
 - is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “by means of His grace.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun APOLUTRWSIS, which means “buying back a slave or captive, making him free by payment of a ransom; figuratively of the release from sin and finiteness that comes through Christ: redemption, acquittal, also the state of being redeemed.”
  Then we have the appositional genitive from the feminine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun with an implied, elliptical EIMI, meaning “[which is].”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, which means “in Christ Jesus.”  The Greek thought here is “through the in Christ Jesus redemption.”
“by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”
Rom 3:24 corrected translation
“receiving justification without payment by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “receiving justification without payment”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God, receiving justification without payment by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”

b.  Justification is the judicial act of the righteousness and justice of God whereby He declares us to be acquitted from the condemnation of spiritual death, pronounces us as righteous before Him, gives us the free gift of His very own righteousness (DIKAIOSUNĒ) and treats us as righteous (DIKAIOS).

c.  The justice of God is free to do all this for us because, and only because, we have used our non-meritorious volition to believe in Christ.


d.  Our faith or belief in God’s love for us frees the justice of God to acquit us from the condemnation of spiritual death at physical birth.

e.  Having been acquitted of the judgment of the justice of God against us, His love is now free to give to us His very own righteousness, which then qualifies us to have all the other blessings we receive from the justice of God.


f.  We do nothing to earn or deserve this justification from God.  It is given freely by Him as a function of His love, which God calls “His grace.”

g.  God gives and does not expect anything in return.


h.  God gives freely, without expecting us to do anything to earn what He gives or to pay Him back for what He has given.


i.  Application: when someone gives you something, if you feel you must do something in return for them, you are a legalist.  You do not understand grace at worst, or are not applying what you do know at best.  God doesn’t expect us to pay Him back, when He graciously gives to us.  Therefore, why do we expect ourselves to pay back others, when they graciously give to us?  Guilt.  And guilt is a sin.  Just as God is not interested in receiving anything from us because we feel guilty, so also other people don’t want what you give them out of a sense of guilt.  When we give, we are to give out of a sense of love, not a sense of guilt.  This is why God doesn’t want or need us to feel sorry for our sins or to have guilt play any part in recovery of our fellowship with Him.  He forgives us and restores us to fellowship with Himself because of His gracious love, not because of our guilt.  He gives forgiveness without expecting us to pay Him back with our guilt.

j.  Jesus Christ never did anything for anyone, while He lived here on earth in hypostatic union, and expected them to pay Him back for a miracle, or for saving them, or for teaching them.  He did everything as a matter of grace, because He was demonstrating God the Father’s fantastic love for all of us.

k.  The gift of God to those who believe in Christ is described many times in the New Testament.



(1)  Jn 4:10, “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, “Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.’”  The gift of God here is eternal life.



(2)  Acts 10:45, “All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.”


(3)  Acts 11:17, “Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?”  Again this is the gift of the filling of the Holy Spirit.



(4)  Rom 5:15-17, “But the free gift is not like the transgression.  For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.  The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift  arose from many transgressions resulting in justification.  For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.”


(5)  Rom 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


(6)  2 Cor 9:15, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”


(7)  Eph 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it [salvation] is the gift of God.”


(8)  Eph 4:7, “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.”  Christ’s gift is salvation or eternal life.


(9)  Heb 6:4, “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit.”  The heavenly gift is eternal life.
2.  “by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”

a.  Justification or being declared righteous by the justice of God or receiving the free gifts of eternal life and the filling of the Holy Spirit and eternal salvation is by means of the grace of God.

b.  God is able to give us everything He gives us because of the work of Christ Jesus on the cross in redemption.

c.  The title Christ Jesus is used because the title Christ refers to His work on the cross as the Messiah and the title Jesus is used because the emphasis is on His humanity providing redemption for those who believe.


d.  The fact we receive everything from God by grace is clearly mentioned in:



(1)  Rom 4:16, “For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.”


(2)  Rom 5:15, “But the free gift is not like the transgression.  For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.”


(3)  Rom 11:6, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.”


(4)  1 Cor 15:10, “However, because of the grace of God I am what I am.  In fact His grace became the not without result [effect] in me kind.  But I worked even harder than all of them; yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”


(5)  Gal 1:6, “I am amazed that so easily you are turning away from Him [God the Holy Spirit] who called you by means of Christ because of another of a different kind of gospel,”


(6)  Gal 5:4, “You have been estranged from Christ, whoever is attempting to be justified by the Law.  You have drifted off course from grace.”


(7)  Eph 2:5, “even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).”


(8)  Eph 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.”


(9)  2 Thes 2:16, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace,”


(10)  Tit 3:7, “in order that, having become righteous by means of His grace, we might become heirs because of the confident expectation of eternal life.”

e.  Redemption is mentioned in:


(1)  1 Cor 1:30, “But because of Him [God the Father] you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God [the Father], both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption,”


(2)  Eph 1:7, “by Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace,”


(3)  Col 1:14, “in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”


(5)  Heb 9:12, “and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”


(6)  Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”
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