Romans 3:23



- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR used to express the reason for something.  It is translated “Because” and gives us the reason why “no human being will be justified by the works of the Law” in verse 20.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS used as a substantive, and meaning “all, every one, every person.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to miss the mark, to sin, to commit sin, or to transgress.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth as a past fact without reference to its progress.

The active voice indicates that every member of the human race has produced the action of committing at least one act of person sin (with the exception of the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union).


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Because all have sinned”
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb HUSTEREW, which means “lack, be lacking, go without, come short of with the genitive of the thing.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past in the Garden of Eden and has continued throughout human history up to the present.


The passive voice indicates that every member of the human race has received the action of coming short of the glory of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, which means “of the glory.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “God’s.”

“and have fallen short of the glory of God,”
Rom 3:23 corrected translation
“Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God,”
Explanation:
1.  “Because all have sinned”

a.  This phrase is the final thought from verse 20, “Therefore, by the works of the Law no human being will be justified in His presence, for through the Law [is] a consciousness of sin.  (Then we have the parenthesis of verses 21-22.)  Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God.”

b.  No unbeliever will be justified before God because all have sinned.

c.  Adam and the woman both sinned in the Garden of Eden.


d.  The sin nature is passed on genetically through the man in copulation.


e.  The sin nature is activated at physical birth with the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature.


f.  Immediately every member of the human race begins committing personal sins with the activation of the sin nature.


g.  Therefore, every member of the human race is a sinner in the opinion or judgment of God.


h.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Dan 9:11, “Indeed all Israel has transgressed Your law and turned aside, not obeying Your voice; so the curse has been poured out on us, along with the oath which is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned against Him.”



(2)  Rom 3:9 “What, then, are we to conclude?  Do we possess anything to shield us [from the justice of God]?  Not at all!  For we have already charged both the Jews and the Greeks that all are under the power of the sin nature.”


(3)  1 Cor 15:22, “For just as because of Adam everyone dies, so also because of Christ everyone will be made alive.”


(4)  Rom 5:12-21:

5:12  For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] the sin of Adam entered into the world, and so [spiritual] death through the sin of Adam, consequently [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned when Adam sinned.

5:13  For until the Law, personal sin was in the world; but personal sin was not imputed when the law did not exist.

5:14  Nevertheless, [spiritual] death ruled from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s transgression [original sin], who is a type of Him who was destined to come.

5:15  But not as that transgression [Adam’s original sin] so also is that gracious gift [work of Christ].  For if by the transgression of that one [Adam] the many died [spiritual death] [and they did], much more the grace of God even the gift of grace by the one Man, Jesus Christ, Who has provided super abundance for the many.

5:16  In fact the gift [Jesus Christ] is not like what occurred through one who sinned; for on the one hand the judicial verdict came by one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand that gracious gift [work of Christ] was given because of many transgressions resulting in a judicial act of justification.
5:17  For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one [and it did], much more they who receive in life this surplus of grace and the gift of righteousness, they shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.

5:18  So, therefore, as through one transgression [Adam’s original sin] was imputed to all mankind resulting in condemnation, so also through one sentence of condemnation [the judgment of Jesus Christ] God’s righteousness was imputed to all mankind resulting in justification in this life.

5:19  For as through one man’s disobedience [Adam’s] the many were appointed sinful [the old sin nature ruling the life through spiritual death], so also through one Man’s obedience the many shall be appointed righteous [imputation of righteousness and justification at salvation].

5:20  Now the Law came in as a side issue in order that the transgression of Adam might be augmented, but where personal sin increased, grace increased in super abundance,

5:21  that, just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of spiritual death, so also the grace of God might rule through imputed righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
2.  “and have fallen short of the glory of God,”

a.  Adam and the woman in the Garden of Eden were the glory of God.  They glorified the love and grace of God by their very existence.

b.  When they sinned, they ceased glorifying God.  They fell short of the glory of God.

c.  One of the main purposes of God in human history is to make His glory known to His creatures.


d.  God’s glory is the sum total of His essence and is manifest in His creation.

e.  God wants to make known who and what He is—all of His love, integrity, and grace toward all those whom He has created.



(1)  Ps 19:1, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.”



(2)  Jn 11:4, “But when Jesus heard this He said, ‘This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.’”


f.  Man in the status of spiritual death as an unbeliever and in the state of carnality as a believer does not have the capability to understand the spiritual things of God.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit must work as our teacher to reveal, make known, to enlighten us about the essence of God.


g.  God does this because of the person and work of Jesus Christ, who became true humanity and went to the Cross as a substitute for us, that we might have an eternal relationship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit through Him.  Everything we understand about God is based on the fact that we have a relationship with God because of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

h.  Every time we sin, we fall short of the glory of God.  Therefore, God has provided eternal salvation through faith in Christ to restore us to a relationship with the glory of God.


(1)  Jn 11:40, “Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’”


(2)  Rom 5:2, “through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in the confidence in the glory of God.”



(3)  Phil 2:11, “and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”



(4)  Rom 15:7, “Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.”


i.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the glory of God the Father.



(1)  Acts 7:55, “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, that is, Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”


(2)  Rev 21:23, “And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.”
3.  1 Cor 10:31, “do all things for the purpose of the glory of God.”

a.  Every Church Age believer is commanded (not asked) to do all things for the purpose of the glorification and honor of God.


b.  Everything we do is either honoring or dishonoring to God.


c.  If we are in fellowship with God, are motivated by our personal love for God, and do something based upon the Bible doctrine circulating in our stream of consciousness, then we honor God and His person is glorified.


d.  Being able to glorify God is an honor given to us by the grace of God because God loves us.


e.  God does not need to be glorified by us.  He has always been glorified from eternity past by being who and what He is.


f.  But because of His fantastic love for us, He graciously permits us to do certain things, which bring honor and glory and praise to Him.


g.  Being able to honor, praise, and glorify God is a privilege.  No group of believers in all of human history has a greater freedom to glorify God than all Church Age believers.


h.  Our glorification of God is a part of our testimony in the appeal trial of Satan as a part of the angelic conflict.

4.  2 Cor 4:15, “For all things [are] for your benefit, in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound resulting in the glory of God.”

a.  Gratitude toward God results in the glory of God.  If you want to glorify God, then have gratitude toward God.


b.  Gratitude toward God is thanksgiving toward God.  Being thankful to God is the same thing as having gratitude toward God.


c.  As we grow up spiritually and understand more of all that God has done for us, we increase in our gratitude and thanksgiving toward God.


d.  This results in the greater glorification of God, and the increase of testimony by members of the royal family of God against Satan in his appeal trial.


e.  Therefore, the formula presented by Paul here is: grace causes gratitude, which results in glorification of God.


f.  God is gracious to us; we appreciate it; God is glorified.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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