Romans 3:17



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact, indeed.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HODOS, meaning “path, road, highway; journey, way, course;” but is used figuratively here as a manner of living and acting, “way of life, type of conduct.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “of peace” and refers to reconciliation with God.
“In fact the way of peace”
 - is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “absolutely not” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “of intelligent comprehension: to know, to come to understand, to ascertain; as learning something through sense perception: to learn of, to become aware of, to find out, to perceive; of recognition of a claim: to acknowledge, recognize, give due recognition to.”

This verb cannot be used in the first sense here, because Paul has already said that they did know and come to understand exactly who and what Jesus Christ is and what He has done for them, Rom 1:19, “Because what is capable of being known about God is evident (plainly visible) among them; for God has revealed [it] to them.”  Rom 1:21, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor Him as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart [the right lobe of the soul] received darkness.”

This verb cannot be used in the second meaning in the idea of learning something through sense perception, because spiritual phenomena cannot be learned through sense perception, but only through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in common grace.


Therefore, the third use of the verb is the meaning here.  They absolutely did not recognize or acknowledge the way of reconciliation with God, which is through faith in Christ.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the entire human life of the degenerate unbeliever into a single whole and regards it from the standpoint of its completed action with results.


The active voice indicates the unbeliever produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“they have not acknowledged”
Rom 3:17 corrected translation
“In fact they have not acknowledged the way of peace.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact they have not acknowledged [or given due recognition to]”

a.  Paul continues by pointing out another fact about the reversionistic unbeliever in locked-in negative volition.

b.  They do not acknowledge or give the recognition due to the Lord Jesus Christ that He is the only means of reconciliation with God the Father.

c.  This is a dogmatic fact of doctrine.  The reversionistic unbeliever has never done this in the past, nor will they do it in the future.


d.  They will never acknowledge Jesus Christ as the means of salvation; for if they did, they would believe in Him.

2.  “the way of peace.”

a.  This phrase is defined for us in the New Testament in the prophesy of the father of John the Baptist at his birth, Lk 1:67-68, “And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, …Lk 1:76-79, “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, to shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

b.  The way of peace is reconciliation with God, which is provided only by our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are reconciled to God through faith alone in Christ.

c.  The degenerate unbeliever with locked-in negative volition to the gospel refuses to believe that reconciliation with God comes only through faith in Christ.

d.  Therefore, they do not acknowledge or recognize that the way of reconciliation with God the Father is through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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