Romans 3:16



 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun SUNTRIMMA, which means “destruction, ruin”
 with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun TALAITWRIA, which means “wretchedness, distress, trouble, misery.”
  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”
“Destruction and misery [are]”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun HODOS with the possessive genitive masculine from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “their way of life, way of acting, conduct.”

“in their way of life;”
Rom 3:16 corrected translation
“Destruction and misery are in their way of life;”
Explanation:
1.  “Destruction [historical disaster] and misery [personal suffering] are”

a.  This verse is a direct quote from the LXX of Isa 59:7c.  The Hebrew says, “Their feet run to evil, and they hasten to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; devastation and destruction are in their highways.”

b.  Destruction can refer to two things here and both are theologically correct.


(1)  The degenerate unbeliever is the source of the destruction of the nation by their perpetual rejection of the gospel.




(a)  Locked-in negative volition in a society must be cut out like the cancer it is before it spreads and infects everyone in the nation.




(b)  The moral and immoral degeneracy of the unbelievers who refuse to believe in Christ are a danger to the nation and contribute to the destruction of that nation.



(2)  The degenerate unbeliever receives destruction as a part of historical disaster in God’s discipline of the nation that continually rejects His love.


(3)  The degenerate believer causes destruction to others (the active sense of the noun) and he or she receives destruction from God because of their attitude (the passive sense of the noun).



(4)  There are two important points to remember here.




(a)  People who reject the love of God and refuse to believe in Christ are a danger to be around because they destroy others around them.  Therefore, do not associate with them.



(b)   People who reject the love of God and refuse to believe in Christ are a danger to be around because others around them are destroyed with them when the discipline of God finally comes.  Therefore, do not associate with them.

c.  Trouble and misery refers to the personal suffering of the degenerate unbeliever.  This also has both an active and passive meaning.



(1)  In the active sense the reversionistic unbeliever causes trouble and misery for others around them.  Therefore, do not associate with them, and if you do, then you do so at your own risk.  Do not complain, when you are caught up in their trouble and misery with them.



(2)  In the passive sense the reversionistic unbeliever receives trouble and misery as a result of their own bad decisions from the influence of their sin nature.  Therefore, do not associate with them, and if you do, then you do so at your own risk.  Do not complain, when you share in their personal suffering and divine discipline.


(3)  This is why believers are not to marry unbelievers, and why unbelievers are not to be our close friends.  The same is true for reversionistic believers who make their relationships with family and friends more important than their relationship with God.  A good example of this was David’s best friend Jonathan, who was the son of Saul, the king of Israel, and who chose loyalty to his father over a great spiritual life with his friend David, and therefore, died with his father, when God administered the sin unto death to King Saul.

2.  “in their way of life;”

a.  The way of life of the degenerate, reversionistic unbeliever, who rejects the love of God and refuses to believe in Christ is a life of destruction, ruin, trouble, and misery.

b.  They destroy their own life and the lives of those around them.

c.  They ruin themselves and all those who associate with them.


d.  They bring trouble on themselves and cause trouble to others around them.


e.  They bring misery on themselves and cause misery for others who live with them, depend on them, and work with them.


f.  Some people are just walking disasters waiting to happen.  These are the people who want nothing to do with God and are so arrogant they think they can succeed in life on their own.


g.  Every area of their life brings trouble and disaster to themselves and others.


h.  They are self-destructive and other-destructive.


i.  God warns us clearly to have nothing to do with these people.  We are not to support them, help them, encourage them, comfort them, or provide for them.  All we can do is love them impersonally from our own virtue and integrity and give them the gospel, when the opportunity presents itself.

j.  God does not expect us to associate ourselves with those who are antagonistic to His love in Satan’s system of hatred of God.

k.  2 Cor 6:17 “‘Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord, ‘and stop touching what is unclean, and I will welcome you.’”


(1)  This is a partial quote from Isa 52:11, “Depart, depart, go out from there; touch nothing unclean; go out of the midst of her, purify yourselves, you who carry the vessels of the Lord.”



(2)  It is a similar warning to that given to the Jews of the Tribulation in Rev 18:4, “I heard another voice from heaven, saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues;’”



(3)  This command is directed to believers to separate themselves from the lifestyle of the unbeliever.



(4)  The lifestyle of the unbeliever is a life controlled by the lusts of the sin nature.



(5)  The believer must separate himself from the unbeliever, so that he is not influenced by his friendship with the unbeliever to follow his lust pattern.



(6)  The principle was first stated by Paul in 1 Cor 15:33, “Stop being deceived: ‘evil associations destroy good habits’.”



(7)  God has called us to a system of thinking and a lifestyle of virtue and values, which the unbeliever does not and cannot have.



(8)  Our association with the unbeliever can only corrupt and destroy those virtues and values.


l.  Related Scriptures:


(1)   2 Tim 3:5, “They [believers and unbelievers in the cosmic system] hold to external forms of godliness, but have renounced the power of that same godliness; you also be turning yourself away from these men.”



(2)  2 Thes 3:6, “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you separate from every believer who leads an undisciplined life [no momentum], that is not according to the tradition you have received from us.”



(3)  2 Thes 3:14, “If anyone does not obey our doctrinal teaching in this epistle, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.”



(4)  Rom 16:17, “Now I urge you, brethren, look out for those who are causing dissensions and apostasies contrary to doctrine which you have learned from a teacher.  In fact, turn away from them.”  This is physical separation from troublemakers.
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