Romans 3:14



 - is the genitive of possession from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “of whom,” which in English we translate as “Whose.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA, which means “mouth.”  Then we have the genitive of direct object from the feminine singular noun ARA, meaning “of curse, cursing” in the sense of verbally wishing for revenge on someone.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of direct object from the feminine singular noun PIKRIA, meaning “of bitterness, animosity, anger, harshness”
 and “a state of sharp, intense resentment or hate - ‘bitter resentment, spite, bitterness.’”

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb GEMW, which means “to be full of something.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, and a static present for a state or condition that has existed throughout human history.  This can also be an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.

The active voice indicates that the mouth of the degenerate unbeliever who refuses to believe in Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Rom 3:14 corrected translation
“whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness;”
Explanation:
1.  “whose mouth is full”

a.  This is a quote from Ps 9:28 in the LXX,  which is taken from Ps 10:7 in the Hebrew, “His mouth is full of curses and deceit and oppression; under his tongue is mischief and wickedness.”

b.  Paul uses the LXX rather than the Masoretic text, but the meaning is essentially identical.

c.  The mouth is the conduit for the thoughts of the soul.


d.  The unbeliever in locked-in negative volition is motivated by all manner of mental attitude sins.

e.  These mental attitude sins motivate sins of the tongue.


f.  This phrase (“whose mouth is full”) indicates the frequency, completeness, and continued daily activity of the sins of the tongue.  The concept of fullness indicates that almost every topic of conversation contains expressions of their anger, hatred, bitterness, jealousy, revenge motivation, vilification, and vituperation.


g.  The fullness of their mouth indicates the fullness of their soul.


h.  The same problem exists in the reversionistic believer.  Instead of being filled with all the fullness of Christ, this same problem in the believer manifests a soul full of mental attitude sins expressed in verbal sins.
2.  “of cursing and bitterness;”

a.  Cursing is not a reference to what we commonly call “swearing.”  Cursing in the Bible means to ask God, Satan, a demon god, or some other higher power to cause bad things to happen to the object of your curse.

b.  This can be seen in God’s judgment against the restored earth because of Adam’s original sin, Gen 3:17 “Then to the man He said, ‘Because you have obeyed the voice of your wife and ate from the tree which I commanded you saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’, the ground is being cursed on account of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life’.”

c.  The mouth of the degenerate person is full of cursing against the object of his or her hatred, jealousy, antagonism, anger, and bitterness.  They wish for all manner of evil against those they dislike.  They express verbally their desire for disaster to happen to those they can’t stand.  They are antagonistic in their speech, just as they are in their thoughts.


d.  Their mouth is also full of bitterness.


(1)  Bitterness is a mental attitude sin, but this verse says that it is a verbal sin.  So what is going on here?



(2)  Bitterness is definitely a mental attitude sin, but it can be expressed verbally in the things we say.



(3)  Verbal bitterness bites and devours the object of our antagonism.  It picks at the other person verbally with little jabs.



(4)  Verbal bitterness says whatever it wants, especially if it hurts the person effectively.



(5)  Verbal bitterness is hateful, cruel, and says anything (even lies) to hurt the object of its antagonism.

e.  This is the modus operandi of the unbeliever who refuses to believe in Christ.  This is the standard manner in which they operate.  There is no kindness, no thoughtfulness, and no graciousness toward others.  There is only mental attitude and verbal sins of the worst kind.
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