Romans 3:12



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, which means “All.”  With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EKKLINW, which is used of morally deviating from a right path, and translated, “to turn aside, to turn away, to avoid, or to stop.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers the actions of all unbelievers during human history and gathered them into a single whole and stated them as a fact without reference to their progress.


The active voice indicates that every unbeliever has produced this action in human history.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].”

 - is the adverb of time HAMA, meaning “At the same time.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb ACHREIOW, which means “to become depraved.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers the actions of all unbelievers during human history and gathered them into a single whole and stated them as a fact without reference to their progress.


The passive voice indicates that every unbeliever has received this state through the use of their own volition.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“At the same time they have become depraved.”

 - is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “There is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition of fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.


The active voice indicates that this state produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a doctrinal statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, produce, or accomplish.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The present tense is a durative present for a state or condition that has begun with the fall of man and has continued throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that no member of the human race has or is producing this action.

The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHRĒSTOTĒS, which means “as a gracious attitude: goodness, kindness; as moral integrity: uprightness, honesty; and with the verb POIEW, it means “to do what is right.”
This is followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “There is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition of fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.


The active voice indicates that this state produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a doctrinal statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of measure from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS to denote the upper limit of degree or measure (up to this point), meaning “as much as, to the extent of one person, a single person, anyone.”  This phrase is taken as a direct quote from the LXX, Ps 14:3 and Ps 53:3.
“There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”
Rom 3:12 corrected translation
“All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”
Explanation:
1.  “All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].”

a.  The subject of this statement is the unbeliever.  The believer has turned back toward the righteousness of God the moment he believed in Christ.

b.  But the unbeliever has rejected the righteousness of God along with the love of God.

c.  This verb means to morally deviate from a right path.


d.  The unbeliever begins this deviation at the moment they are born spiritually dead and continue on this path their entire life.


e.  This is not saying that the unbeliever was on the right path at some point in life and turned aside to follow a different path.  They were always on the wrong path.


f.  At some point in the life of each unbeliever they come across a different path that will lead them to the righteousness of God.  This path is open to them every time the gospel is presented to them.


g.  But all unbelievers reject this path and turn aside from righteousness and continue down the path of unrighteousness.  This is true for every unbeliever who has ever lived, and will continue to be true throughout human history.

2.  “At the same time they have become depraved.”

a.  Simultaneously with being born spiritually dead and following the path of unrighteousness their entire life, the unbeliever is born physically in a state of total depravity.

b.  Total depravity is received by every member of the human race at the point of physical birth.

c.  At the point of salvation we lose our total depravity and enter into a state of sanctification or being set apart unto God for the purpose of glorification of His righteousness, justice, and love.

d.  Total depravity is described in Ps 58:3, “all have gone astray out from the womb.”

e.  Total depravity means we have a predilection for sin and following the dictates of the sin nature.

f.  Total depravity is related to our sin nature and its desire to take over control of the soul.


g.  Total depravity is synonymous with human degeneracy.


h.  Total depravity comes from our sin nature, which includes both moral depravity and immoral depravity.

i.  When Adam rejected the love of God and disobeyed God, he immediately became totally depraved.


j.  Adam’s personal love for his wife motivated his total depravity.


k.  Another term for total depravity is reprobation.  Total depravity is spiritual death, which activates the sin nature to have no desire to have a relationship with the love of God.

l.  The believer in perpetual carnality is in partial depravity, while the unbeliever is in total depravity, totally separated from the love of God, and totally helpless to do anything about it.

m.  God’s reaction and/or response to the total depravity of mankind is unconditional love, which motivated Him to do something about our total depravity by sending his Son to be judged and punished as a substitute for us.

3.  “There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”

a.  This is quoted from Ps 14:3 and 53:3 again.

b.  There is not one person who does what is right as an unbeliever.  Immediately you will say to me, there are all kinds of unbelievers who do the right thing all the time.  That is true from the standpoint of human viewpoint, but it has nothing to do with what really counts in life—the spiritual realm.

c.  Not one unbeliever ever does anything right spiritually until they believe in Christ.  Faith in Christ is the only right thing an unbeliever can do.


d.  There are many unbelievers with virtue, honor, and integrity from observance of the laws of divine establishment who do what is right, what is honest, what is the morally right thing to do.


e.  But there is not one single unbeliever who does what is right, what is virtuous, what is honorable in the spiritual realm until that person believes in Christ.  This is the first spiritually right thing all of us do in life.  After that, whenever we acknowledge our sins to God we are doing the spiritually right thing.  And whenever we learn and apply the word of God to our lives by obeying God we are doing the right thing.
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