Romans 3:11



 - is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “There is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition of fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.


The active voice indicates that this state produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a doctrinal statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb SUNIĒMI, which means “to comprehend, understand thoroughly, perceive clearly.”

The article is use as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that no member of the human race has ever produced the action of comprehending and thoroughly understanding God, the angelic conflict, and the reason for their existence.


The participle is circumstantial.

“There is not one who comprehends;”

 - is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition of fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.


The active voice indicates that this state produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a doctrinal statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle for the verb EKZĒTEW, which means “to diligently investigate or to diligently search for, scrutinize, to search out, make a careful search for something.”

The article is use as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”


The present tense is static present for a state or condition that exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that no member of the human race produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the monadic use of the masculine singular article to indicate one of a kind and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“there is not one who diligently searches for God.”
Rom 3:11 corrected translation
“There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for God.”
Explanation:
1.  “There is not one who comprehends;”

a.  This is a reference to the unbeliever.

b.  The unbeliever does not have the mental ability to comprehend the gospel or the word of God, because they do not possess a human spirit.

c.  God the Holy Spirit must function as a human spirit on behalf of the unbeliever, so that they can understand the gospel.


d.  The gospel is divine phenomena, that is, divine information from the mind of God.


e.  Divine phenomena cannot be understood or comprehended by the finite mind of man.


f.  The finite mind of man does not have the ability to comprehend anything from or about God.


g.  All that man can understand is that God exists.  Paul proved this point in chapter one.


h.  But beyond the fact that God exists, finite man cannot understand or comprehend the personality of God, the nature of the angelic conflict, or the purpose for the existence of man as the resolution to that conflict.  All of these things are foolishness to him.



(1)  1 Cor 1:18-21, “For the doctrine about the cross [the gospel] on the one hand keeps on being foolishness to those who are perishing [unbelievers], but on the other hand it keeps on being God’s power to us who are being saved.  For it stands written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise men [rationalism], and I will reject the understanding of the intellectuals [empiricism].’  Where is the intellectual?  Where is the theology professor?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God [the Father] shown the wisdom of the world to be foolishness?  For since in the wisdom of God [the Father], the world [of unbelievers] did not come to know God through its own wisdom, God [the Father] determined through the ‘foolishness’ of a proclamation to save those who are believing.”


(2)  1 Cor 2:6-16, “Instead we keep on communicating wisdom among mature believers, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age who are perishing.  But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God [the Father] decided upon before the dispensations for our glory, which [wisdom] none of the rulers of this age have understood, for if they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.  But God [the Father] has revealed them to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s self which is in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the [Holy] Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.  But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.  ‘For who has known the thinking of the Lord, so that he should instruct Him?’  But we have the thinking of Christ [Bible doctrine].”

2.  “there is not one who diligently searches for God.”

a.  No unbeliever diligently searches for God, because they consider the entire concept of God to be foolishness.



(1)  1 Cor 1:18, “ For the doctrine about the cross [the gospel] on the one hand keeps on being foolishness to those who are perishing [unbelievers], but on the other hand it keeps on being God’s power to us who are being saved.”


(2)  1 Cor 1:23, “indeed we are proclaiming Christ having been crucified; on the one hand, to the Jews [it is] heresy [a scandal], and on the other hand to the Greeks [it is] idiocy [foolishness].”


b.  Again we can refer to the statements in Ps 14:2-3 and Ps 53:2-3, “The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.  They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.”

c.  The unbeliever is not motivated to seek after God.  They believe that there is nothing in it for them.  It is a waste of their time and effort.


d.  The unbeliever believes that the love of God is not that valuable to have.  They are so preoccupied with and in love with themselves that having the love of another person really does not mean much to them.  They are just interested in what the other person can do for them.  And in the case of God, they do not think that God can do much of anything for them.


e.  Therefore, they are not interested in having a relationship with God, in believing or trusting in Him, or in being loved by Him.


f.  They are more concerned about the ways of the world, the entertainment the world has to offer, and the two main distractions of life: power and pleasure.



(1)  All the distractions of life can be reduced to the two main areas of power and pleasure.



(2)  People desire wealth, so that they have power over others or so they can spend it on their pleasures.



(3)  People desire sex, so they can have power over others or satisfy one of their areas of lust for pleasure.



(4)  People desire chemical stimulation, so they can satisfy their lust for pleasure.



(5)  People become criminals, so they can have power over others or attain wealth to satisfy their desire for power and/or pleasure.

g.  All of the lust patterns of the sin nature can be reduced to a desire for power or pleasure or both.


h.  Satan wanted power, and so was motivated by power lust in his fall.  The man wanted his wife, and so was motivated by pleasure lust in his fall.


i.  Power and pleasure lust are the two great distractions from a desire to diligently search for a relationship with God.  This is true for the unbeliever who refuses to believe in Christ and is equally true for the believer who rejects his relationship with the love of God through the person of Jesus Christ.


j.  The believer is given a promise that he will find God, if he is truly willing to diligently search for Him, Dt 4:29, “But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.”
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