Romans 3:10



 - is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, which means “Just as” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: it stands written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which views the action as a present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the Scripture receives the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, used as quotation marks.

“Just as it stands written, ‘”
 - is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “There is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition of fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.


The active voice indicates that this state produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a doctrinal statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DIKAIOS, used as a substantive and meaning “a righteous person.”  Then we have the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “not even.”  Finally, we have predicate nominative from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one person, a single person, anyone.”
“‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’”
Rom 3:10 corrected translation
“Just as it stands written, ‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Just as it stands written, ‘”

a.  Again Paul quotes from Scripture to make his point.

b.  This is quoted from two Psalms in the Old Testament, but it is not quoted from the LXX; it is quoted from the Hebrew.  The minor changes in the translation of the two passages are reflective of the minor changes in the Hebrew of the two passages.  Regardless of the minor differences Paul has faithfully and accurately translated into the Greek the last two statements in each Hebrew passage (which are in fact identical in the Hebrew).


(1)  Ps 14:1-3, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; there is no one who does good.  The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.  They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.”



(2)  Ps 53:1-3, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, and have committed abominable injustice; there is no one who does good.  God has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there is anyone who understands, who seeks after God.  Every one of them has turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.”
2.  “‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’”

a.  Here we have a direct statement of God for the third time in Scripture that not even one person in the human race has ever been righteous.

b.  The qualification for being righteous means:


(1)  To never have produced any sin of any kind at any time.



(2)  To never have produced any human good of any kind at any time.



(3)  To never have produced any evil of any kind at any time.


c.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the only member of the human race who has ever lived on the earth as a man and been able to do this.  And because He was able to do so, He was qualified to go to the cross and bear the condemnation and punishment of the sins of the world as a substitute for us.


d.  But every member of the human race from Adam to the last person born at the end of the millennial reign of Christ has a genetically formed sin nature, the imputation of Adam’s original sin, and has committed personal sins.

e.  Adam was created absolutely perfect and sinless by God.  He had the free will to disobey God and did so.  This was the original sin in the human race.  It was immediately followed by human good and evil.  When Adam sinned every cell in his body was changed genetically, being corrupted, ruined, and altered, so that physical death would eventually result.


f.  Therefore, Adam created his own sin nature by his own bad decision and this had a permanent effect on his body.  This permanent effect on his body is passed on genetically to his sons and daughters through copulation, so that every member of the human race is born with a genetically formed sin nature.

g.  When every member of the human race is born physically, because they have a sin nature (a natural desire to sin, to disobey God, to do what they want instead of what God wants), God imputes or gives to them Adam’s original sin.  This activates the sin nature and makes it begin to function immediately.



(1)  Adam’s original sin was the desire to do what he wanted instead of what God wanted.  He wanted to keep his relationship with his wife rather than keep his relationship with God.



(2)  Therefore, when each of us is born God gives us Adam’s original sin because we would have done the same thing that Adam did had we been in his place.


h.  So every member of the human race either created (in the case of Adam) or is born with a sin nature.  Every member of the human race either created (in the case of Adam) or is given Adam’s desire to do what he or she wants rather than what God wants.  Every member of the human race is then motivated to do what they want and does so rather than do what God wants.

i.  Therefore, there is no one who is righteous in the sight of God.  No one is perfect.  No one is sinless.  Not even one member of the human race.


j.  This is why every human being that has or will ever live needs to be saved from this condition of sinfulness.


k.  Thus salvation is made available to every member of the human race because our Lord Jesus Christ died spiritually on the cross for every member of the human race, 1 Jn 2:2.


l.  Other Scriptures that speak about the sinfulness of all men include:



(1)  Rom 3:9, “What, then, are we to conclude?  Do we possess anything to shield us (from the justice of God)?  Not at all!  For we have already charged both the Jews and the Greeks that all are under the power of the sin nature.”


(2)  Rom 3:11-12, “There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God; All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one.”


(3)  Rom 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”



(4)  Rom 5:12, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”



(5)  Rom 5:17-19, “For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.”



(6)  Isa 64:6-7, “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  There is no one who calls on Your name, who arouses himself to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your face from us and have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.”
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