Romans 2:9




- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun THLIPSIS, which means “pressure, affliction, suffering, tribulation” followed by the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun STENOCHWRIA, which means “distress, difficulty, trouble.”  The predicate nominative without a main verb indicates that we have ellipsis here and are missing the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[There is].”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship or place from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” and the noun PSUCHĒ, meaning “soul.”  The accusative of relationship with EPI expresses the idea of disadvantage, detriment, unfavorable disposition, opposition, or hostile relationship, and is translated “upon or against” in a hostile sense.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of man.”
“[There is] pressure and distress against every soul of man”
- is the genitive masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, accomplish, commit; produce, make, bring about.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and translated “who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now continuing to take place.  It could also be a durative present for an action that began in the past and is still continuing at the present.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; the unbeliever producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective KAKOS, meaning “the evil.”  The article is used here to identify or denote evil as distinguished from all other forms of wrongdoing.  It also points to the previous reference to evil in Rom 1:30, “inventors of evil.”  The article is used here to express the idea of a demonstrative pronoun and should be translated “this evil.”
“who keeps on producing this evil,”
 - is the postpositive Attic Greek enclitic particle TE followed by the conjunction KAI, used here to connect concepts corresponding as opposites.  It is translated “not only…but also.”  With this we have the adverb of degree PRWTOS, meaning “especially, above all, in the first place” as in Mt 6:33.  Finally, we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular proper nouns IOUDAIOS, meaning “with reference to the Jew” and the genitive masculine singular noun HELLĒN, meaning “the Greek” and was used for anyone that was a non-Jew, that is, “a Gentile.  “The expression ‘Jews and Gentiles’…embraces the whole human race Acts 14:1; 18:4; 19:10, 17; 20:21; Rom 1:16; 2:9f; 3:9; 10:12; 1 Cor 1:24; 10:32; 12:13; Gal 3:28; Col 3:11.”
“especially with reference to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”

Rom 2:9 corrected translation
“There is pressure and distress against every soul of man who keeps on producing this evil, especially with reference to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”
Explanation:
1.  “There is pressure and distress against every soul of man who keeps on producing this evil,”

a.  Paul has just finished declaring that there is anger and wrath from the justice of God on those who refuse to believe in Christ.  Having stated the principle he now gives us the mechanics of how the justice of God executes this judgment.


b.  There are two things that the unbeliever suffers because of his refusal to believe in Christ: pressure and distress.


c.  This pressure and distress is directed against the soul of the unbeliever.  All divine discipline affects the soul.  There may be physical punishment involved in some cases, but the real pain is soul pain.


d.  The two things the unbeliever receives as suffering for his refusal to believe in Christ are based on the fact he keeps on producing evil.



(1)  Evil is a system of thinking.  Therefore the punishment fits the crime and the degenerate unbeliever receives pain and discipline exactly at the source of his wrongdoing—in his soul.



(2)  The degenerate unbeliever knows he is doing wrong and yet continues to do so.  He does not care that he is doing wrong or creating more evil.  His system of beliefs is evil and he keeps on believing in himself and his life without God.  This is evil and continues to be perpetuated by the unbeliever.



(3)  He invents more and more evil by the things that he thinks, believes, assumes, presumes, and supposes.



(4)  The more evil thinking he produces in his soul, the more soul pain he receives in divine discipline and self-induced misery.



(5)  The degenerate unbeliever makes himself miserable.  He creates most of his own soul pain.  This is called pressure here.


e.  Pressure is the self-induced misery that a person creates in his or her own soul.



(1)  Adversity is the outside pressure of what life throws at us.  We can respond to adversity with the problem solving devices or react with frustration, emotional sins, and the production of more evil from self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.



(2)  The degenerate unbeliever has rejected the laws of divine establishment and the love of God.  He can only react to the adversities of life.



(3)  This unbeliever reacts to adversity by the build up of pressure in his own soul through his own thoughts, beliefs, fears, worries, frustrations, emotions, etc.



(4)  He creates his own misery from the pressure he puts on his own soul.


f.  The more evil the unbeliever produces the more frustrated he becomes, the more angry, bitter, jealous, depressed, afraid, anxious, etc. he becomes.


g.  Degeneracy is self-destructive.  This self-destruction begins in the soul.  The longer it continues the more the physical health of the body is affected.


h.  Distress refers to natural and national disaster.  God adds external circumstances of disaster and catastrophe to the self-induced misery of the degenerate unbeliever to create maximum mental and emotional pain for the unbeliever’s rejection of His love.


i.  God adds the outside pressure of real disaster to get the attention of the unbeliever.  He is so preoccupied with self that God must do something to wake him up to his condition of total selfishness and selfish ambition.


j.   The circumstances of life completely turn against the degenerate unbeliever until his mental and emotional pain becomes unbearable.  He is completely incapable of coping with these circumstances.  They are too difficult to bear.

2.  “especially with reference to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”

a.  This self-induced misery and divine discipline is especially true with reference to the Jew.


b.  This is because the Jew is without excuse.  They have had the revelation of God longer and to a greater extent than any other people on the earth prior to the Church Age.


c.  However, this principle still applies to the Gentile as well.


d.  The Jew receives maximum soul pain, frustration, and disaster during the Church Age because they have totally rejected the love of God.


e.  There is no racial or social distinction with regard to this principle.  It applies to all races and all social classes, but it is especially true for those who should know better and have had the greater opportunity to accept the love of God.
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