Romans 2:8




- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But on the other hand” and is also the other half of the MEN…DE construction begun in the previous verse.  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb APEITHEW, which means “(1) to disobey, to be disobedient; (2) to disbelieve, to refuse to believe, to be an unbeliever.”  Our word apathetic comes from this verb and it fairly reflects the attitude of the unbeliever toward the love of God.


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun, translated “to those who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.  This is also a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that is always true in human history.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of refusing to believe in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular noun ERITHEIA, which denotes an attitude of “self-seeking selfish ambition, self-interest.”  With this we have the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even, indeed, in fact, certainly.”  Then we have the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth.”
“But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth”
  - is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the dative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb PEITHW, which means “to trust in, rely on, be confident in; to be convinced, to be sure, to be confident that; to be convinced or persuaded, to believe; to obey, follow; to be certain of something.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The passive voice indicates that the unbeliever receives the action of being sure of, confident in, convinced, or believing in unrighteousness.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ADIKIA, which means “disregard for what is right; unrighteousness, wrongdoing, injustice; as disregard for truth it means wrong, evil.”
“but keep on obeying unrighteousness”
 - is the independent nominative from the feminine singular noun ORGĒ, meaning “anger, wrath” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the masculine singular noun THUMOS, meaning “wrath, rage, anger, fury.”  The independent nominative has no grammatical relationship to a complete sentence.  It is used in six types of constructions in the Greek.  Here it is used in an exclamation.  The sudden change of construction is designed to grab the attention of Paul’s readers.  It is translated “anger and wrath.”
“—Anger and Wrath!”
Rom 2:8 corrected translation
“But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness—Anger and Wrath!”
Explanation:
1.  “But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth”

a.  This is the other side of the coin from the believer.  This is addressed to the unbeliever.


b.  The motivation of the unbeliever is stated here as selfish ambition.



(1)  This is synonymous with inordinate ambition.



(2)  The word ERITHEIA also denotes an attitude of self-seeking self-interest.


(3)  The unbeliever is preoccupied with self in contrast to the believer who is supposed to be preoccupied with Christ.



(4)  The unbeliever thinks about himself, makes decisions based only on what is in his own self-interest, and does whatever is self-serving.



(5)  This is the practical function of total depravity.  Total depravity does not care about anyone else.  It only cares about what is best for itself.



(6)  This was the motivation of Satan and has been passed on to mankind in the fall of man.




(a)  The woman in the Garden of Eden did what was in her own self-interest.  She wanted to be as smart as God and be in charge of her husband.  It was selfish ambition on her part.




(b)  The man in the Garden did what was in his own self-interest.  He wanted to keep his relationship with his wife going at all costs.  He didn’t want to be alone again, and certainly didn’t want to lose the great sex life he had.  This was selfish ambition on his part.



(7)  This motivation of man is passed on in the genetically formed sin nature to every member of the human race.  Our sin nature motivates selfish ambition, self-interest, and selfishness on our part.



(8)  The only thing that turns this around in the unbeliever is adherence to the laws of divine establishment, including following the values and principles taught by one’s parents.



(9)  For the believer this facet of the sin nature is overcome by the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine circulating in our thoughts.


c.  This self-interest and selfish ambition keeps the unbeliever from believing in Christ.  This passage partially answers the question, ‘Why doesn’t the unbeliever believe in Christ?’



(1)  The unbeliever refuses to believe in Christ because what they want for themselves is more important to them than anything else.



(2)  They think that by believing in Christ they will miss out on something in life, that somehow all the best things will not happen for them.



(3)  They want to maintain control of their destiny rather than allow God to control their destiny.



(4)  They refuse to believe in the truth of the gospel because the lusts and desires of their sin nature are far more important to them.



(5)  They don’t want to be obligated to God or owe God anything, but want to keep on doing what they have been doing in the past or look forward to doing in the future.



(6)  They want success (however each of them individually defines success), and do not want a relationship with God to keep them from achieving the most in Satan’s kingdom.

2.  “but keep on obeying unrighteousness”

a.  Therefore, the unbeliever keeps on obeying the lust pattern and dictates of his or her sin nature.


b.  They trust in the ways of the world to get them what they want.


c.  The unbeliever relies on the past patterns of behavior that have gotten him or her this far in the world and is convinced and confident that these things will finally bring them success.


d.  The unbeliever is confident in his or her own abilities and does not believe that they need a relationship with God for any reason.


e.  The unbeliever is sure of himself and has persuaded himself that he is doing all of the right things now and therefore does not need God.


f.  Therefore, the unbeliever follows the dictates of the sin nature, the lust pattern that has worked for him in the past, the plan of Satan for his life, and continues on without care or concern about the love of God.


g.  The unbeliever is certain that if there is a God, He will let him continue doing what he wants to do regardless of the consequences.


h.  So he continues to do what is wrong, to sin, to produce evil, and to live whatever lifestyle he has chosen for himself.

3.  “—Anger and Wrath!”

a.  In very dramatic fashion Paul grabs the attention of the Romans by making sure they understand that the unbeliever is making the biggest mistake they could possibly make.


b.  Paul shouts out the two definitive results of failure to believe in Christ.  One is associated with our human life and the other is associated with eternity.


c.  Anger refers to the execution of the justice of God in time on the unbeliever for his selfish ambition and arrogant lifestyle.


d.  Wrath refers to the execution of the justice of God in eternity on the unbeliever for his rejection of the love of God.

PAGE  
1

