Romans 2:6




 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Who” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ into whose hands God the Father has delegated all authority for judgment.  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to render, reward, recompense, in good and bad senses, and is used of God in Mt 6:4, 6, 18; 2 Tim 4:14; Rev 22:12.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which states what will definitely happen in the future.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object and advantage or disadvantage from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, used as a substantive, and meaning “to each one, to each person.”
“Who will render to each person”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, which means “according to the works, deeds, or accomplishments.”  It is used “of the deeds of men, exhibiting a consistent moral character, referred to collectively as .”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his.”
Rom 2:6 corrected translation
“Who will render to each person according to his works.”
Explanation:
1.  “Who will render to each person”

a.  The subject of this clause is our Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  All judgment of mankind has been delegated by God the Father to God the Son because of our Lord’s judgment on the cross for the sins of all mankind.


c.  Since our Lord was judged for every sin committed by every person during human history, God the Father has given Him and only Him the right to judge the decisions and actions of mankind.


d.  This is clearly stated in Scripture.



(1)  Ps 62:12, “And lovingkindness is Yours, O Lord, for You recompense a man according to his work.”


(2)  Prov 24:12, “If you say, ‘See, we did not know this,’ Does He not consider it who weighs the hearts?  And does He not know it who keeps your soul?  And will He not render to man according to his work?”


(3)  Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”


(4)  Jn 5:22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,”


(5)  Jude 1:15, “to execute judgment against all men, that is, to punish every soul because of all their works of ungodliness which they have lived in a godless manner and because of all the cruel words which godless sinners have spoken against Him.”

e.  The punishment will fit the crime.  The reward will fit the deed.  God will give to each unbeliever exactly what they deserve; no more and no less.  The same is true for all believers.

2.  “according to his works.”

a.  Paul qualifies exactly how this judgment is going to take place.  Each person will receive reward or punishment from God based upon his works, his deeds, his accomplishments.  Therefore, we have to define what these deeds, works, or accomplishments are.


b.  These deeds are definitely not our sins.  Why?  No one can be judged for his or her sins because only our Lord could be judged for sin.  He was the only one qualified to be judged for sin.


c.  The law of double jeopardy applies.  No one can be judged twice for the same crime.  Since our Lord was judged once, no person in human history is liable for their sins.


d.  Also it is critical to note that there is now therefore no condemnation for those who are in union with Christ, Rom 8:1.  This means that believers cannot and are not judged by God.  We are evaluated by our Lord as to how successfully we lived the spiritual life of the Church Age.  But we are never judged or condemned by Him.


e.  Once a person believes in Christ, God removes all judgment from that person.  They may receive rewards and punishments in time, but they are not judged by God.  Judgment by God belongs only to the unbeliever.


f.  Therefore this context and this passage can only refer to the unbeliever.  So if the unbeliever is not judged for his sins, for what does God judge him?


g.  The unbeliever is said here to be judged for his works, deeds, or accomplishments.  What kind of accomplishments, deeds, or works does the unbeliever have?


h.  The unbeliever has many good deeds, lots of good works, and many wonderful accomplishments.  But all of these things are human good rather than divine good.


i.  Divine good is anything done by a person under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  The unbeliever has no relationship with the Holy Spirit because he or she has no relationship with Jesus Christ.


j.  Therefore, the only production or works or deeds or accomplishments the unbeliever can produce is dead works or human good.  These things are called relative righteousness.


k.  All the dead works, good deeds, human good, relative righteousness produced by the unbeliever does not add up to the perfect righteousness of God.


l.  In order to live with God forever, the unbeliever must be as good as God.  This requires the unbeliever to have the perfect righteousness of God.  The unbeliever attempts to substitute his good works, deeds, and accomplishments for the perfect righteousness of God.  The justice of God will not accept this cheap substitute.


m.  Therefore, the justice of God rejects the good deeds of the unbeliever and condemns and judges him for not having the perfect righteousness of God.  The believer is not condemned or judged by God because he does have the perfect righteousness of God given to him as a grace gift from God because he or she has believed in Christ.


n.  Therefore, the unbeliever is judged because of his good works and good deeds, not because of his sins.


o.  The unbeliever receives the judgment of eternal life in the lake of fire because he has rejected the offer of the love of God of His very own righteousness as the qualification to live forever with God.  Instead the unbeliever stands on his own goodness, rightness, ability, and worthiness.  The justice of God will not accept the unbeliever’s worthiness.  It is not good enough.  No matter how good it is, it is just not good enough.


p.  So the only reward or recompense the unbeliever can receive for all of his good works, accomplishments, and worthiness is eternal life in the lake of fire with Satan and his fallen angels.  This is not what God wants, but what the unbeliever chooses for himself when he refuses to believe that God loved him so much that He gave His uniquely-born Son that whosoever would believe in Him would have eternal life.  The unbeliever rejects that offer of eternal life from the love of God and stands on his own worthiness.
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