Romans 2:3




- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover.”  This is followed by the second person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb LOGIZOMAI, which means “to consider, think, take into account, keep in mind, ponder, or presume.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at the action in the present as a whole and as a fact without reference to its progress, end, beginning, or results.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “this.”  Then we have the injection “O!” followed by the vocative masculine singular from the noun ANTHRWPOS, “man, mankind” as in verse one.

“Moreover do you presume this, O mankind,”
- is the vocative second person masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb KRINW, which is used of “the judgment which people customarily pass upon (and thereby seek to influence) the lives and actions of their fellowmen, translated: to judge, pass judgment upon, express an opinion about, especially in an unfavorable sense to pass an unfavorable judgment upon, criticize, find fault with, condemn.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that all men produce the action of judging others.


The participle is temporal, and translated “when you pass judgment upon.”
Then we have the double accusative of the personal object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb PRASSW, which means “to practice.”

The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun, translated “those who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, its end, or its progress.


The active voice indicates that men produce the action of practicing the vices previously mentioned.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the double accusative of the impersonal object from the neuter plural article and adjective TOIOUTOS, meaning “such or similar things, things like that.”  This is followed by the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet” plus the vocative second person masculine singular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that mankind produces the action of committing the sins and evil mentioned in the context.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter plural attributive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same things.”
“when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and yet you keep on doing the same things,”
 - is the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of thinking to indicate the content of that thought.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  With this we have the second person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EKPHEUGW, which means “to flee from: will escape.”

The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in questions to consult the judgment of another person.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; the one passing judgment produces the action of thinking he/she will escape the judgment of God.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun KRIMA, which means “decision, decree; judging, judgment, the action or function of a judge; judicial verdict, the sentence of condemnation.”  With this we have the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”
“that you will escape the judicial verdict from God?”
Rom 2:3 corrected translation
“Moreover do you presume this, O mankind, when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and yet you keep on doing the same things, that you will escape the judicial verdict from God?”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover do you presume this, O mankind,”

a.  Paul continues but switches back to addressing the unbeliever.


b.  The unbeliever, like all of us, has many presumptions.  A presumption is an assumption or a conjecture made up of presuppositions, guesses, opinions, and beliefs, which may or may not be true.


c.  The unbeliever believes that God will never really exercise the full extent of His justice because He is the “God of love.”

d.  The unbeliever guesses that he will escape the lake of fire because a “God of love” would never create such a thing.


e.  One of the unbeliever’s opinions is that there is no justice in the world because either there is no God or God, if He does exist, does not care about the affairs of man.


f.  The unbeliever believes that if there really were a God there would be no sin, evil, or injustice in the world, because “a real God” would never permit these things.


g.  These and many other conjectures by the unbeliever make up his assumptions and presumptions.  They are all erroneous because the unbeliever does not have all the facts.  He does not have the truth.  He has the lies and deceptions of Satan and the doctrine of demons mixed into what he thinks is true.  Therefore, he deceives himself by his own belief system.


h.  So Paul focuses on one area of the presuppositions, guesses, and false beliefs of the unbeliever.

2.  “when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and yet you keep on doing the same things,”

a.  The unbeliever thinks, supposes, believes, and presumes that the justice of God is not operating in the world.


b.  Therefore, since the justice of God is not operating, he assumes he will never be judged by God either in time or in eternity.  He is wrong on both counts.


c.  Paul does not assume that the unbeliever passes judgment on others.  He knows it to be true; for this is exactly what he did as a self-righteous, legalistic unbeliever.


d.  The unbeliever passes judgment, finds fault with, criticizes, and maligns those who practice sins.  The unbeliever can be very moral, and what Paul describes here is moral degeneracy.


e.  The problem is that the same unbeliever who is passing judgment on others is practicing the same sins himself.



(1)  For example, mental adultery is no better than physical adultery.



(2)  Greed, avarice, and covetousness are no better than theft, robbery, and defrauding others.



(3)  Hatred, anger, malice, and revenge motivation are no better than murder, violence, and rape.


f.  Self-righteous arrogance practices all the mental attitude sins that motivate the overt sins.  The legalist in moral degeneracy is no better than the immoral degenerate who gives into his or her lust pattern.


g.  We all have a sin nature, a lust pattern, and commit various acts of sin.  We cannot classify ourselves as better or worse than others because we don’t commit the same sins they do.  This is what the self-righteous person does.


h.  Yet Paul clearly says here that the self-righteous person who does this is committing the same sins as the person he condemns.  So how does this work?


i.  We are generally critical of the sins of others because we have committed or wanted badly to commit the same sins as they have.  We hate this in ourselves, so we condemn in others in an attempt to heal our own guilt for what we have done or wanted to do.  Let me illustrate.



(1)  Believer A commits the sin of fornication.



(2)  She is shocked by what she has done and has a terrible guilt complex because of it.



(3)  Believer A hears about believer B (her boyfriend) doing the same thing with someone else before she met him.



(4)  She becomes indignant, angry, bitter, jealous, and wants revenge.  She has a burning desire to make him pay for his stupidity.  So she dumps him.



(5)  She fails to remember that she once did the same thing.  But she would never think of doing such a thing now, especially after all these months and years of being faithful to him.



(6)  So she punishes herself by taking it out on him rather than facing the reality that she is just as guilty as he has been and that they are no different.



(7)  Now that she has subconsciously made herself suffer for her past sin, she can go on in life with even greater self-righteous arrogance, knowing that she is “a far better person for having gone through this experience.”  She is actually a far worse person, sinking farther into the presumptions, assumptions, and erroneous beliefs of the cosmic system.


j.  This process is called transference in psychology.  We transfer our own faults, problems, sins, and failures on someone else, so that we do not have to deal with them.  We make others the scapegoat for our deeply hidden lusts and desires, which we have longed to do for years and yet suppressed and disguised from others.


k.  This is called hypocrisy.  The hypocrite criticizes and blames others for doing the same thing they are doing, have been doing, or would really like to do but are afraid.  Hypocrisy is mentioned many times in Scripture.


(1)  Mt 23:28, “So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”


(2)  Mk 12:15, “‘Shall we pay or shall we not pay?’  But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, ‘Why are you testing Me?  Bring Me a denarius to look at.’”


(3)  Lk 12:1, “Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people had gathered together that they were stepping on one another, He began saying to His disciples first of all, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’”


(4)  Rom 12:9, “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.”


(5)  Gal 2:13, “The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.”


(6)  1 Tim 4:1-2, “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron.”


(7)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.”


(8)  1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.”

l.  The problem of the hypocrite is described by our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount as a parable.  But the entire context reveals that the subject is unconditional love.  The real hypocrite is the person without unconditional love for all.  Lk 6:31-45:

Lk 6:31 “Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.”
Lk 6:32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners love those who love them.”
Lk 6:33 “If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners do the same.”
Lk 6:34 “If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount.”
Lk 6:35 “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”
Lk 6:36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”
Lk 6:37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.”
Lk 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a good measure pressed down, shaken together, and running over.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”
Lk 6:39 And He also spoke a parable to them: ‘A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?”
Lk 6:40 “A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.”
Lk 6:41 “Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?”
Lk 6:42 “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.”
Lk 6:43 “For there is no good tree [the mature believer] which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree [degenerate believer] which produces good fruit.”
Lk 6:44 “For each tree [believer] is known by its own fruit [production of divine good, which in context means unconditional love for all].  For men do not gather figs [escrow blessing] from thorns [the production of evil], nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush.”
Lk 6:45 “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.”
3.  “that you will escape the judicial verdict from God?”

a.  This is the presumption of the unbeliever—that he will escape the judicial verdict from God.  It is his opinion, assumption, and presumption based on his presupposition that either God does not exist or will not act in human history.


b.  The unbeliever does not escape from the justice of God at the Last Judgment.


c.  The unbeliever does not escape from the justice of God in eternity.


d.  The unbeliever does not escape from the justice of God in time.



(1)  Ps 76:9, “When God arose to judgment, to save all the humble of the earth. Selah.”


(2)  Eccl 11:9, “Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things.”


(3)  Isa 5:16, “But the Lord of hosts will be exalted in judgment, and the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.”


(4)  Rom 14:10, “But you, why do you judge your brother?  Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt?  For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.”


(5)  1 Cor 4:5, “For this reason, stop criticizing and condemning anything before the end-time until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will reveal the motives and decisions of our hearts, and then each person will have recognition from God.”


(6)  1 Pet 4:17, “For it is time to begin judgment with the family of God.  And since with us first, what [will be] the destiny of those who disbelieve the gospel of God?”


(7)  2 Pet 2:4-10, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment; and He did not spare the ancient world, but as the eighth one He protected Noah, the herald of righteousness, when He brought the flood on the world of the ungodly [unbelievers], and He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorra by burning to ashes, having established an example of future things for the ungodly [unbelievers], and rescued righteous Lot, having been oppressed by the behavior of unprincipled men in the sphere of indecency; for because of what he saw and heard, while that righteous man was living among them, he kept on being tormented day after day in [his] righteous soul by [their] lawless deeds.  The Lord knows how to deliver the spiritual believer from testing, but to reserve the unrighteous, who will be punished, for the day of judgment, but especially those who follow after the sin nature with a corrupting desire and despise divine authority.  Audacious, self-willed, they are not afraid of slandering glorious angelic beings.”


(8)  Rev 14:7, “and he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.’”
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