Romans 2:28



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun IOUDAIOS, which means “a Jew.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and adjective PHANEROS, used adverbially, meaning “outwardly, externally.”  This refers to physical circumcision as the outward sign of spiritual maturity.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “he is.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.  This can also be an aoristic present for a fact that is always true without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The active voice indicates that the physically uncircumcised Gentile produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“For he is not a Jew outwardly,”
 - is the coordinating negative conjunction OUDE, meaning “neither” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun PERITOMĒ, which means “circumcision.”  The previous EIMI and this predicate nominative imply an ellipsis of EIMI here.  Again we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and adjective PHANEROS, used adverbially, meaning “outwardly, externally.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “in the flesh.”
“neither [is] circumcision outwardly in the flesh,”
Rom 2:28 corrected translation
“For he is not a Jew outwardly, neither [is] circumcision outwardly in the flesh,”
Explanation:
1.  “For he is not a Jew outwardly,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation regarding the uncircumcised Gentile believer, who has been the subject of this entire section of the epistle.

b.  The uncircumcised Gentile is not a Jew outwardly.


(1)  He does not look like a Jew.



(2)  He does not dress like a Jew.



(3)  He does not talk like a Jew.



(4)  He does not act like a Jew.


c.  Nothing overtly identifies the Gentile believer with the Jew.

2.  “neither is circumcision outwardly in the flesh,”

a.  In addition the Gentile believer is not circumcised outwardly in the foreskin like the Jew.

b.  The Gentile has nothing that could possibly identify him with the Jew.


c.  The Gentile also does nothing in his normal course of living that would identify him with the Jew.

d.  Overt appearance does not determine the spiritual life.  What you wear by way of hair style, dress, lack of make-up, etc. do not determine your spiritual life or lack of spiritual life.


e.  God is not interested in whether or not we are circumcised physically.  This is why He has provided a circumcision made without hands for every believer in the Church Age.


f.  God is not a respecter of persons.  He is not impressed by how we dress, and He is not offended by how we dress.  How we look in our physical appearance is no issue to God.  He does not look on the outward appearance of a man or woman.


g.  Therefore, we should not be concerned about whether or not we are circumcised, whether or not our hair is cut or uncut, whether we have a beard or not.  We are to have well arranged clothing that is neat and clean as much as we are able, 1 Pet 3:1-7.

h.  But we are not to judge others based upon their overt appearance or grooming or lack of grooming, or any other overt characteristic of the person.


i.  The real sign of spiritual maturity is inside the soul of the person, in their human spirit and in the stream of consciousness.


j.  The real circumcision takes place in the stream of consciousness with the removal of the sinful and evil thoughts motivated from the sin nature.  This occurs through the intake of doctrinal standards into the soul, which display and remove the garbage of the subconscious and the wrong thinking from the sin nature.


k.  The real circumcision of a man is the change that God provides at salvation and then again at spiritual maturity.  At salvation God the Holy Spirit sanctifies us positionally, putting us in a position to attain spiritual maturity in the spiritual life.  At the point of experiential sanctification, we attain spiritual maturity and have attained the reality that circumcision only represents.

l.  The Gentile believer was attaining spiritual maturity by their spiritual advance in the spiritual life through the intake and metabolization of the word of God.  At the same time the Jew still had their physical circumcision, but no spiritual advance.  They rebelled against the teaching of Church Age doctrine, and so were not advancing to spiritual maturity.  This is the point Paul leads the Roman believers to and will conclude in the next verse.
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