Romans 2:26
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- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “If and it may or may not be true.”  With this we have the postpositive inferential participle OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AKROBUSTIA, which is used: “(1) as a state, of uncircumcised men (Acts 11.3); (2) by metonymy, of the state of an uncircumcised man uncircumcision (Gal 5:6), opposite circumcision; (3) with the abstract for concrete Gentiles, non-Jewish people, pagans (Rom 3.30; Gal 2:7); (4) figuratively, in a negative sense of lack of relationship with God and righteousness uncircumcision (Col 2.13).”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun DIKAIWMA, which means “regulation, requirement, or commandment: the requirements of the law Rom 2:26; 8:4.”
  With this we have the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “from the Law.”  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PHULASSW, which means “to stand guard, keep, observe, or follow.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was then going on at the time of writing and is still going on today in many Christian churches.

The active voice indicates that uncircumcised Gentile unbelievers are producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to form a third class conditional clause indicating the probably that this is true.

“Therefore, if the uncircumcised Gentile [believer] observes the requirements from the Law [maybe they will and maybe they will not],”
 - is the strong, absolute negative OUCH, meaning “absolutely not” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AKROBUSTIA, which means “uncircumcision.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his circumcision.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative to indicate the goal or end indicated, meaning: “for, as”
 plus the feminine singular noun PERITOMĒ, meaning “as circumcision.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb LOGIZOMAI, which means “to credit to one’s account; as a result of a calculation, it means: to evaluate, estimate, look upon as, consider; ‘will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?’


The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in questions, real or rhetorical.

The passive voice indicates that the Gentile unbeliever will receive the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Rom 2:26 corrected translation
“Therefore, if the uncircumcised Gentile [believer] observes the requirements from the Law [and maybe they will and maybe they will not], will not his uncircumcision be evaluated as circumcision?  [Yes, it will.]”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, if the uncircumcised Gentile [believer] observes the requirements from the Law [and maybe they will and maybe they will not],”

a.  To understand this passage we must understand the thinking of the Jews.  To them it did not matter if a person believed in Christ or not, if that person was not circumcised.  A person had to be circumcised or their faith in Christ meant nothing.  This was the legalistic viewpoint of the self-righteous, arrogant Jews and proselytes, both believers and unbelievers.

b.  So Paul comes to a conclusion in his discussion, which refutes their basic premise that a person had to be circumcised before they could be saved.

c.  The uncircumcised Gentile here refers to the Gentile who has believed in Christ and may or may not have submitted to the rite of circumcision.

d.  The physical requirement from the Law is physical circumcision.  The spiritual requirement of the Church Age is a spiritual circumcision made without hands in the positional sanctification of the believer at salvation.


e.  By believing in Christ, the Gentile has fulfilled the requirement of the Mosaic Law regarding circumcision.  God the Holy Spirit has performed this circumcision for him through his sanctification.


f.  Physically the Gentile believer remains as he was (uncircumcised), but spiritually they are truly circumcised, as no Jewish unbeliever has ever been circumcised.


g.  The Jewish legalists from the church of Jerusalem hated this teaching from Paul, because it took away their power and influence over the new Gentile believers.  The new Gentile believers were not required to fulfill all of the rituals of the Mosaic Law and Paul knew it and taught it.  The Jewish legalists regarded this as heresy and blasphemy and a setting aside of the Mosaic Law, which it definitely was.

h.  The Gentile believer may or may not physically observe the requirement of the Mosaic Law and have himself circumcised, but this is no longer the issue.  Regardless of whether or not he is circumcised physically, he has definitely been circumcised spiritually, and this is all that matters with God.

2.  “will not his uncircumcision be evaluated as circumcision?  [Yes, it will.]”

a.  Paul’s conclusion is put in the form of a rhetorical question that demands an affirmative answer.

b.  God will evaluate his physical uncircumcision as equivalent to spiritual circumcision because he has believed in Christ.

c.  God will consider the new Gentile believer as if he had received the physical circumcision required by the Law because he has believed in Christ in his state of uncircumcision.  Why?  Because God provides his circumcision for the Gentile believer.


d.  The uncircumcised Gentile believer has fulfilled every requirement of the Mosaic Law by believing in Christ, and this is exactly how he will be evaluated at the Evaluation Throne of Christ.

e.  Therefore, circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, but faith in Christ means everything for the Church Age believer.


f.  Modern day legalists require a person to keep the Sabbath, and obey other so called “spiritual requirements” (such as water baptism) in order to be saved.  They do not understand or agree with this passage and its accurate interpretation.
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