Romans 2:25



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Therefore, So” with the postpositive Attic Greek construction MEN…DE, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PERITOMĒ, which means “the circumcision.”

1.  It is used literally of the circumcision of the male foreskin.


2.  It is used for the state of having been circumcised, Rom 2:25-26; 3:1.


3.  It is used of spiritual circumcision, Rom 2:29; Col 2:11.


4.  It is used for those who are circumcised:



a.  Of the Jews, Rom 3:30, 4:9.



b.  Figuratively of Christians, Phil 3:3.

Here it is used of the spiritual circumcision that should take place in the soul of the Church Age believer.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb WPHELEW, which means “to help, aid, benefit, be of use;” and used in an absolute sense, it means “to be of value.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that is always true whenever it occurs.


The active voice indicates that the true spiritual circumcision of the soul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“So on the one hand [spiritual] circumcision is of value,”
- is the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if and it may or may not be true.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “the Law” and refers to the Mosaic Law.  This is followed by the second person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PRASSW, which means “to do, accomplish, practice.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what might now be going on.


The active voice indicates that the believers in the Roman church may or may not be producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to express a probable future condition.

“if you are accomplishing the Law;”
 - is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” with the postpositive conjunction DE, used in the Attic Greek construction MEN…DE, meaning “but on the other hand.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PARABATĒS, which means “a transgressor.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “of the Law” and refers to the Mosaic Law.  Then we have the second person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: you are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of being a transgressor of the Law.

The subjunctive mood is used in the conditional clause with EAN to form a probable future condition.

“but on the other hand if you are a transgressor of the Law,”
 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PERITOMĒ with the possessive genitive of the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your circumcision.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AKROBUSTIA, which means “uncircumcision.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.

The active voice indicates that the circumcision of the believer produces the action of becoming uncircumcision.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“your circumcision has become uncircumcision.”
Rom 2:25 corrected translation
“So on the one hand [spiritual] circumcision is of value, if you are accomplishing the Law; but on the other hand if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.”
Explanation:
1.  “So on the one hand [spiritual] circumcision is of value,”

a.  Paul draws a conclusion that has two parts.


(1)  Part one relates to the believer.



(2)  Part two relates to the unbeliever.


b.  This is part one of Paul’s conclusion and relates to the believer.

c.  The believer has received a circumcision made without hands, Col 2:11, “in Whom also you have been circumcised with the circumcision made without hands by means of the removal of the body of the flesh because of the circumcision from the source of Christ.”


(1)  The Jewish circumcision is performed by man; the Christian circumcision is performed by God.



(2)  In the Jewish circumcision, Abraham cut off the useless foreskin of the male phallus to represent his belief in the promises of God that he would receive his escrow blessings for time.  In the Christian circumcision, God cuts off the power of the sin nature over the spiritual life of the believer so that we may live our very own spiritual lives in the power of God the Holy Spirit.



(3)  Rom 2:28-29, “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly [regeneration]; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and whose approval is not from men, but from God.”


(4)  ‘The body of the flesh’ refers to the old sin nature as seen in: Rom 6:6-7, 11; Rom 7:23-24; Gal 5:24; Col 3:5.



(5)  Circumcision during the Church Age.




(a)  Circumcision as a ritual is no longer an issue in the Church Age, because client nation Israel no longer exists.




(b)  Because the current plan of God has replaced the ritual plan of God, to which circumcision belongs, circumcision is not even a spiritual issue of any kind.  It is simply a physiological option.




(c)  Circumcision is practiced throughout the world basically as a sanitary function, or as a tribal mark, or as a substitute for human sacrifice by removing a portion of the human anatomy as a vicarious sacrifice, or as a religious requirement of Jews, Arabs, and others.  This is all circumcision means today.




(d)  The only issue in this dispensation is:  Will the believer fulfill the plan of God?  1 Cor 7:19, “Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the mandates of God [is everything].”



(e)  Physical circumcision is not only non-beneficial spiritually, but is a source of legalism and a means of distracting the believer from the execution of the plan of God; this is the subject of the entire book of Galatians.  The Judaizers followed after Paul and persuaded his converts that you can’t be saved by faith in Christ alone, but you must add circumcision.  This is analogous to those who today believe in baptismal regeneration - there is no such thing.  Gal 5:2-4, “Behold, I Paul say to you, that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you [you have lost out in the protocol plan of God].  And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is under obligation to keep the entire Law [in the wrong dispensation].  You have been severed from Christ [not in the plan of God], you, who would be justified by the Law, you have drifted off course from grace.”



(f)  So during the Church Age, physical circumcision has been distorted into a system of legalism and apostasy.





i.  Some Jews taught salvation by circumcision, as in Acts 15:1, “And some men came down from Judea and began teaching the believers, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’”




ii.  Gal 6:12-15, “Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh [exhibitionists with circumcised phalluses] try to compel you to be circumcised, simply that they may avoid persecution because of the cross of Christ.  For those who have been circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves.  But they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.  But may it never be that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new species.”

 


iii.  When believers get so involved in ritual for salvation or for spirituality, both being false, they are inevitably inconsistent (“do not even keep the Law themselves”), and their lives are a mess!




(g)  The current plan of God replaced all ritual of the dispensation of Israel, including circumcision.  Gal 5:6-9, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but doctrine working through virtue-love.  You were running well; who cut in on you, so that you did not obey the doctrine?  This persuasion [false persuasion regarding circumcision], did it come from Him [God the Father] who elected you?  A little leaven [circumcision distorted into a system of legalism] leavens the whole lump.”  Paul was nasty here, calling them “just one big circumcised Gaul!  You didn’t just circumcise your phallus; you’re circumcised all over, dummy!”



(h)  The baptism of the Spirit at salvation and the resultant positional sanctification is the only circumcision of the Church Age.  Col 2:11-14, “And in Him [positional sanctification] you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by the renunciation of the essence of the body [old sin nature] by the circumcision of Christ [retroactive positional truth], having been buried with Him by means of the baptism [of the Spirit], by which also you were raised up with Christ [current positional truth] through faith in the operational power of God who raised Him from the dead.  And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him [positional sanctification], having forgiven you all of your transgressions, having cancelled out the I.O.U. [note of indebtedness] consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us.  He has removed it permanently; He nailed it to His cross.”  In other words, circumcision was the sign of the new racial species.  But now, being entered into union with Christ is the sign of the new spiritual species, the “circumcision made without hands.”



(i)  Therefore, circumcision has to be redefined for the Church Age, as it is in Phil 3:3, “For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Jesus Christ, and put no confidence in the flesh.”



(j)  Circumcision as a ritual in the ritual plan of God for the dispensation of Israel no longer exists.  But for the sake of the Jews who understood, circumcision is now redefined in terms of the spiritual life of the Church Age.
2.  “if you are accomplishing the Law;”

a.  This is a third class condition, meaning that some believers were doing this and some were not, but all had the equal opportunity to do so.

b.  How does the spiritual circumcision accomplish the Law?


(1)  We grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



(2)  We put doctrine first on our scale of values and begin learning from our Teacher and Mentor, God the Holy Spirit.


(3)  God the Holy Spirit develops in us a fantastic faith and confidence in God.



(4)  God the Holy Spirit develops in us a tremendous personal sense of destiny.



(5)  God the Holy Spirit develops in us a genuine personal love for God that motivates us in every spiritual thing we do.



(6)  From our personal love for God the Father comes our unconditional love for all mankind.  We love our neighbor as ourselves.


c.  We love the Lord our God with all our mind, all our soul, and all our strength, and we love our neighbor as ourselves.  This is the entire fulfillment of the Law for the believer after salvation.


d.  We have also accomplished the Law by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ; for the Law was our bodyguard to lead us to Christ, Gal 3:23-25, “But before faith came, we kept being guarded under the Law, being confined because of the about to be revealed doctrine, so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ, in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.  But because our faith has come, we are no longer under the authority of the bodyguard.”

e.  Therefore, spiritual circumcision of cutting away the power of the spiritually dead sin nature, and being regenerated spiritually and given positional sanctification, we are now in a position to accomplish the true purpose of the Law, which was to develop a genuine personal love for God and a genuine unconditional love for all mankind.  This is of the greatest value because it will be rewarded at the evaluation throne of Christ.

3.  “but on the other hand if you are a transgressor of the Law,”

a.  This is part two of Paul’s conclusion and relates to the unbeliever.

b.  The transgressor of the Law is the person who refuses to believe in Christ.

c.  They never have any personal love for God, nor do they have any unconditional love for all mankind.


d.  Therefore, they never love the Lord with any part of their being, nor do they ever love anyone but themselves.

4.  “your circumcision has become uncircumcision.”

a.  The result is that the unbelievers’ physical circumcision also the legalistic Christians who have been circumcised has made them as if they had never believed in Christ.  The legalistic Christians are acting like the unbelieving Jews.

b.  This statement was a great shock and almost an insult to the Roman legalists who were trying to become as Jewish as the Jews of Jerusalem in order to be saved.

c.  They put all of their trust and confidence in their Jewishness, that is, in being circumcised and keeping the Mosaic Law.


d.  But Paul says that all this did was make them more and more like those Jews who never believed in Christ, but rejected Him both before, during, and after His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension.


e.  They were going backward in the spiritual life.  This is a form of reversionism called moral degeneracy.
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