Romans 2:22



- is the vocative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, and is used in the sense: to order, command, direct, enjoin, recommend.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with the vocative means “You who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the self-righteous believer, who teaches others, produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the negative MĒ plus the present active infinitive from the verb MOICHEUW, which means “to commit adultery.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that should perpetually exist.  This can also be a customary present for what is reasonably expected by God.


The active voice indicates that all people are to produce this action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of command, in which the infinitive is used in lieu of an imperative.  With the negative ME, this becomes an imperative of prohibition to stop doing something you are already doing.  It can be translated “Stop committing adultery.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb MOICHEUW, which means “to commit adultery.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these hypocritical, arrogant believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“You who say, ‘Stop committing adultery’, do you commit adultery?”
 - is the vocative masculine singular articular present deponent middle participle from the verb BDELUSSOMAI, which means “to abhor, detest.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with the vocative means “You who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the self-righteous believer, who teaches others, produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun EIDWLON, which means “idols.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb HIEROSULEW, which means “to rob temples; to commit sacrilege, to desecrate.”
  It also means “to defraud, extort, bully someone into giving them your money; a thief in the sense of an extortioner, swindler; the act of taking something violently from its rightful owner by stealth or deception instead of force.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these hypocritical, arrogant believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“You who detest idols, do you commit extortion?”
Rom 2:22 corrected translation
“You who say, ‘Stop committing adultery’, do you commit adultery?  You who detest idols, do you commit extortion?”
Explanation:
1.  “You who say, ‘Stop committing adultery’, do you commit adultery?”

a.  The answer to this rhetorical question is “Yes they did.”  One of the favorite themes of these legalistic teachers was to stop committing adultery.

b.  There is nothing wrong with telling someone to stop committing adultery, since it is truly a biblical subject and one of the most important values of God.

c.  However, the legalist was making this one of the most important criteria for living the spiritual life.


d.  There are many mental attitude and verbal sins that are far worse than the sin of committing adultery.  This by no means minimizes the importance of not committing adultery.  But just because a person does not commit this sin does not make them a spiritual giant.


e.  The problem of the legalist was that he did not commit the overt sin, but was still committing the mental attitude sin of adultery.

f.  So Paul is asking these hypocrites why they are preaching for others to stop doing what they themselves are doing mentally.


g.  The communicator of the word of God is responsible for living the spiritual life as well as communicating it.  The legalist preaches it, but does not necessarily live it.
2.  “You who detest idols, do you commit extortion?”

a.  Another major theme of the legalist is to avoid anything to do with idolatry.  Again this is a very legitimate standard and value of the word of God.

b.  The self-righteous teacher makes a major issue out of staying away from anything to do with idolatry.  Yet the self-righteous legalist commits their own form of idolatry in that they set themselves up as the idol for others to follow.  This is a function of role model arrogance and iconoclastic arrogance, where the self-righteous teacher sets himself up as the idol.  Having no one else to look up to, they expect everyone else to look up to them.  Arrogance demands attention and approbation from others rather than demanding occupation with Christ.  Again in hypocrisy this teacher demands their followers not do something of which they themselves are guilty.


c.  The worship in the pagan temples was a matter of extortion.  The worshippers had to give money to the gods for everything in order to be blessed.  They had to purchase blessing from the gods.


d.  Paul is criticizing the Christian hypocrites for demanding money from their followers just as the priests in the pagan temples did.


e.  On the one hand the self-righteous, legalistic Christian teachers taught that as Christians we have a unique relationship with God, which is nothing like the relationship that the pagan worshippers have with their demon gods.  Therefore, don’t do anything like those pagan worshippers.  On the other hand these same so-called Christian “leaders” were demanding money from their congregations in order to be blessed by God.  They were acting no differently than the priests in the pagan temples, who extorted money from their worshippers.

f.  Money is not the issue in the spiritual life or in relationship with God.


g.  If any member of the clergy asks for money, they are evil.  They are functioning through the motivation of demon influence.  God doesn’t need our money or anything else from us.  We need Him.


h.  Indirectly Paul is accusing these men of being common criminals, swindlers, cheats, those who defraud others financially.  They are con men of the most evil type; for they use God and Christianity as a cover for their greed.


i.  Certainly we are expected to give as Christians, but God does not set limits or expect quotas in our giving.  No percentage of income is expected by God to be given to the Church.  We can give any amount we want.  The issue is never how much to give, but the willingness to give and the gratitude to God for being able to give that counts.
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