Romans 2:17



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now, Moreover” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the individual believer.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “Jew.”  Then we have the second person singular present middle indicative from the verb EPONOMAZW, which means “to call, name.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time Paul wrote.


The middle voice is direct or reflexive middle, in which the subject acts directly upon itself with reflexive force.  The word “yourself” brings out this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“Now if you call yourself ‘Jew’ [and you do],”
- is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EPANAPAUOMAI, which means “find rest, comfort, or support in something; rely on.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time Paul wrote.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; the believer producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.

“and are relying on the [Mosaic] Law [and you are],”
 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which in its intransitive use means “to boast, glory, pride oneself in or about a person or thing.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time Paul wrote.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; the believer producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the dative of the relationship or dative of reference from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “in relationship to God” or “about God.”  This phrase refers to a believer boasting about their relationship with God.

“and you boast about relationship with God [and you do],”
Rom 2:17 corrected translation
“Now if you call yourself ‘Jew’ [and you do] and are relying on the [Mosaic] Law [and you are], and you boast about relationship with God [and you do],”
Explanation:
1.  “Now if you call yourself ‘Jew’ [and you do],”

a.  Paul continues with a transition to the believer in Christian degeneracy or reversionism, who is behaving just like the unbelievers he has previously been describing.


b.  Paul introduces his subject with a first class condition, meaning that all of his following statements in this verse and the verses that continue this protasis are true statements.  We do not arrive at Paul’s conclusion until middle of verse 21.


c.  Everything Paul describes between here and verse 21 deals with believers in moral or immoral degeneracy.


d.  There were some Christians calling themselves “Jew.”


(1)  They were not using the term as a term of derision, but of boasting and pride.



(2)  Apparently this was somewhat of a minor problem in Rome.  Some Christians, regardless of being born a Gentile, thought that because of the faith in Christ, they were reborn as Jews.  Obviously this was not true, but it is easy to see how this distortion of true doctrine could come about.



(3)  This was not much different than the problem of schisms Paul describes in the beginning of his first letter to the Corinthians.  There was a “Jewish faction” in that church called the “Peter Party.”  Their slogan was “I am for Peter.”  It is quite possible that they thought themselves more Jewish than Gentile after believing in Christ.



(4)  What Paul describes in the verses which follow shows a decided tendency toward attempting to live the spiritual life under the Mosaic Law in the Church Age.


e.  So Paul will use what was going on with certain believers in the Roman church to show them how wrong they were and how far off they were from living the spiritual life of the Church.


f.  No Church Age believer has the right to call himself “Jew” just as no Church Age believer has the right to call himself “Gentile.”  There are no Jews or Gentiles in Christ.  We are all Christians.  There is neither Jew nor Gentile; for we are all one in Christ Jesus.


g.  So this statement tells us that the basic mental attitude and belief system of the believers with this problem was wrong to begin with.

2.  “and are relying on the [Mosaic] Law [and you are]”

a.  This statement tells us that these believers were definitely in moral degeneracy and reversionism.  They were reverting back to trying to guarantee their salvation by living the spiritual life of the Old Testament through the observance of the Mosaic Law.


b.  This was the same problem that was happening in the Corinthian and Galatian churches.


c.  Some believers were relying on keeping the Law for salvation.


d.  Some believers were relying on keeping the Law for eternal security.


e.  Some believers were relying on it for living the spiritual life of the Church Age.


f.  Some were relying on it for the glorification of God.


g.  All of these belief systems and their resultant actions were completely wrong.



(1)  Rom 3:20, “because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.”


(2)  Rom 3:28, “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.”


(3)  Rom 10:4, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”


(4)  Gal 2:16, “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”


(5)  Gal 3:11, “Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall live by faith’.”


(6)  Gal 3:24, “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.”


(7)  Gal 5:18, “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.”


(8)  Heb 7:19, “(for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.”
3.  “and you boast about relationship with God [and you do],”

a.  A third thing that these believers were doing was boasting about their relationship with God.  ‘So what’s wrong with that,’ you can hear Paul’s critics saying.


b.  There is nothing wrong with taking pride in one’s relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, as long as that person does it with a mental attitude of humility, which means recognizing the fact that God did all the work and receives all the credit.


c.  This was not happening with the believers Paul is describing here.  These believers were bragging about how they had a “special relationship” with God based upon their own personal worthiness.


d.  This, of course, was based upon the mental attitude of arrogance.


e.  They thought they were something special, which is why God brought the gospel to them, so that they could be reborn as true Jews, and live the spiritual life of the Mosaic Law as no previous Jew had ever done.


f.  They were totally into themselves, preoccupied with themselves, full of themselves.  In other words, it was all about them.


g.  They were using their relationship with God as the means of setting themselves up as superior to others: both other Christians, as well as unbelieving Jews.  We can easily see where this would antagonize the immediate hatred of the unbelieving Jews, who were now faced with a bunch of Gentiles claiming to be the true Israel and living the real spiritual life of the Mosaic Law.  Naturally, the unbeliever Jews from Jerusalem blamed Paul for teaching all of this distortion.


h.  Therefore, some Jewish and Gentile Christians were claiming racial and spiritual superiority because of their relationship with God, just as the Jews in the Old Testament claimed racial and spiritual superiority because of their special relationship with God through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.


i.  Just as the Old Testament Jews were hated and despised for this arrogant attitude, so this group of New Testament believers were hated and despised for this same attitude.


j.  True doctrine can be taken and distorted into a system of arrogance by Satan and the doctrine of demons faster than we can imagine.  This is an excellent example of how this is done.
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