Romans 2:16




- is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, which means “on the day” or “In the day.”  Then we have the temporal adverb HOTE, which is used “as a substitute for a relative pronoun after a noun denoting time, meaning: when, in which.”
  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The futuristic present is often used in prophecies.


The active voice indicates that God will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“on the day in which God [the Father] will judge”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective KRUPTOS, which means “someone’s secret thoughts, plans, or purposes.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “those” and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “men.”  This is a reference to the Gentile unbelievers mentioned at the end of the previous verse.

“the secrets of those men”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION with the subjective genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “according to or in accordance with my gospel message.”  Finally, we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “through Christ Jesus.”
Rom 2:16 corrected translation
“on the day in which God [the Father] will judge the secrets of those men according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “on the day in which God [the Father] will judge”

a.  The basic thought of the sentence with all the added explanation removed is: “Who are demonstrating the practice of the Law, their conscience confirming the testimony on the day in which God will judge the secrets of those men according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.”

b.  Paul’s thought here is that:



(1)  The Gentile unbeliever demonstrates by the way he lives his life in accordance with his conscience that he can and does practice the principles of God’s laws for the human race.



(2)  This principle will be demonstrated once and for all time on the day of the Last Judgment of the unbeliever.



(3)  At that time the unbeliever will point to how they lived their life according to the dictates of their conscience and obeyed the establishment laws of God.



(4)  God will point out that they in fact did do this, but they also condemned themselves by their own conscience, which caused them to recognize their need for a savior, and yet they rejected God’s provision of that Savior.



(5)  The secret of all unbelievers is that they know they need a savior and yet refuse to believe.



(6)  This secret will not be kept at the Last Judgment.  It will be demonstrated for all unbelievers to see that their secret dependence on themselves for eternal salvation just is not good enough.


c.  This Day of Judgment is mentioned in a few Scriptures: 2 Pet 3:12; Rev 16:14; Acts 2:20.  Jesus Christ is the Lord of this day: 1 Cor 5:5; 1 Thes 5:2; 2 Thes 2:2; 2 Pet 3:10; 2 Cor 1:14; 2:16; Jn 12:48; Mt 10:15; 11:22, 24; 12:36; 2 Pet 2:9; 3:7; 1 Jn 4:17; Rev 6:17; Mt 7:22; Lk 6:23; 10:12; 2 Tim 1:12, 18.

d.  This day will last longer than twenty-four hours.  Every unbeliever will get his ‘day in court’ before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  It does not matter how long it takes.  The important point is that everything that is necessary will be done to demonstrate that every unbeliever had every possible chance to believe in Christ but refused to do so.

2.  “the secrets of those men”

a.  The phrase “those men” refers to the Gentile unbelievers Paul has been discussing in context.


b.  The secrets of the unbeliever are not his secret sins, but his secret desire and belief that his own human good, his good works will save him from the judgment of the justice of God.


c.  The unbeliever thinks secretly in his heart that God will never judge him.  He thinks that God will acquit him because of his obedience to his conscience and observance of the laws of establishment.


d.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they reject God and suppress the truth, Rom 1:18.


e.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they know that God exists because what is capable of being known about God is evident to them, Rom 1:19.


f.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they are without excuse and they know it, Rom 1:20.


g.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they knew exactly who Jesus Christ was, Rom 1:21.


h.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they exchanged the truth (the gospel) for a lie, Rom 1:25.


i.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they worshipped and served the creature [Satan] rather than the Creator [Jesus Christ], Rom 1:25.


j.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, Rom 1:28.


k.  The secret of the unbeliever is that they know full well that they are worthy of death, Rom 1:32.


l.  The secret of the unbeliever is that from selfish ambition they indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness, Rom 2:8.

3.  “according to my gospel through Christ Jesus.”

a.  The standard by which the unbeliever will be judged is the message of the gospel as taught by Paul and other men with spiritual communication gifts.


b.  This gospel is the same message presented by our Lord Jesus Christ while He lived on earth.


c.  God the Father will judge the secrets of the unbeliever through Christ Jesus.



(1)  All judgment in the universe belongs to God the Father.



(2)  He has delegated this judgment to God the Son, the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union in resurrection body.



(3)  Therefore, God the Father will judge through the agency of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  The standard by which all men are judged is their attitude toward the gospel message of Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul, and every believer who has ever witnessed during the Church Age and the rest of human history.  That gospel message is believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.
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