Romans 2:10




- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the predicate nominative from the feminine singular nouns “DOXA, meaning “glory,” TIMĒ, meaning “honor,” and EIRĒNĒ, meaning “prosperity.”  These are connected by the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Again as in the previous sentence the predicate nominatives indicate the ellipsis of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “[there is].”
“But [there is] glory and honor and prosperity”
- is the dative of indirect object and advantage from the adjective PAS, meaning “to all, everyone” with the articular present deponent middle participle from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which in its transitive use means “to do, accomplish, carry out.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun translated “who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and will continue to go on throughout the Church Age.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; the believer living the unique spiritual life of the Church Age producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective AGATHOS, which is “used as a pure substantive, meaning the good, what is good, right, what is intrinsically valuable.”
  “The good” is a technical term for the total execution of the plan of God through the unique spiritual life of the Church Age with emphasis on: positive volition to the teaching of the word of God, reciprocal love for God, total dependence on the grace of God, and functioning under the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.

“to everyone who accomplishes the good,”
 - is the Greek construction TE…KAI, which is the enclitic particle TE with the conjunction KAI, used here to connect concepts corresponding as opposites.  It is translated “not only…but also.”  With this we have the adverb of degree PRWTOS, meaning “especially, above all, in the first place” as in Mt 6:33.  Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular proper nouns IOUDAIOS, meaning “the Jew” and the noun HELLĒN, meaning “the Greek” and was used for anyone that was a non-Jew, that is, “a Gentile.  “The expression ‘Jews and Gentiles’…embraces the whole human race Acts 14:1; 18:4; 19:10, 17; 20:21; Rom 1:16; 2:9f; 3:9; 10:12; 1 Cor 1:24; 10:32; 12:13; Gal 3:28; Col 3:11.”
“not only especially to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”
Rom 2:10 corrected translation
“But [there is] glory and honor and prosperity to everyone who accomplishes the good, not only especially to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”
Explanation:
1.  “But [there is] glory and honor and prosperity”

a.  This is a divine promise to those who execute the plan and will of God.  God promises that there is and will be glory, honor, and prosperity for those who accomplish the spiritual life of the Church.


b.  Three things are promised.



(1)  The believer will glorify God, which results in God glorifying the believer.




(a)  There is a glory available to every believer, Jn 5:44, “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?”



(b)  Jesus Christ gives the glory He receives from God the Father to us, Jn 17:22, “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one.”



(c)  Church Age believers can be confident of their glorification of God, Rom 5:2, “through Whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in confidence of the glory of God.”



(d)  Rom 8:21, “that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”



(e)  Rom 9:23, “And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory.”



(f)  1 Cor 2:7, “But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God [the Father] decided upon before the dispensations for our glory,”



(g)  2 Cor 3:18, “But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”



(h)  2 Cor 4:17, “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,”



(i)  Eph 5:27, “that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.”



(j)  Phil 3:19, “whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.”



(k)  Col 1:27, “to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”



(l)  Col 3:4, “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”



(m)  2 Thes 2:14, “It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(n)  Heb 2:10, “For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”



(o)  1 Pet 5:4, “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”


(2)  The Church Age believer receives honor from the Lord as His bride, and from the rest of the human race as royal family of God, and from all the elect angels as our servants.




(a)  Lk 14:10, “But when you are invited, go and recline at the last place, so that when the one who has invited you comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will have honor in the sight of all who are at the table with you.”



(b)  Jn 12:26, “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”



(c)  1 Cor 12:24, “but our presentable parts have no need [to be treated with greater modesty].  But God has composed the body, giving extraordinary honor to those who are lacking [temporary spiritual gifts],”



(d)  2 Tim 2:20-21, “Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor.  Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.”



(e)  1 Pet 1:7, “that the testing of your doctrine, [which doctrine is] more valuable than gold which is passing away but is being tested by fire, might be found to result in commendation and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”


(3)  Prosperity is promised in the form of escrow blessings for both time and eternity.  These blessings are held in escrow by our Lord, who waits patiently for us to gain the capacity for love to appreciate the Giver, when He finally gives us all these wonderful things.  Escrow blessings include: spiritual blessings, temporal blessings, blessings by association, heritage blessings, and dying blessings.

2.  “to everyone who accomplishes the good,”

a.  Every member of the human race in the Church Age has equal privilege and equal opportunity to believe in Christ and advance in the spiritual life.


b.  This verse is a divine promise of rewards and blessings for both time and eternity for everyone who accomplishes the plan of God by executing the will of God.


c.  “The good” is a technical term for the execution of the plan of God through the unique spiritual life of the Church Age with emphasis on:



(1) positive volition to the teaching of the word of God,



(2) reciprocal love for God,



(3) total dependence on the grace of God, and 


(4) and functioning under the power and influence of the filling of the Holy Spirit.


d.  “The good” is intrinsically good because it is whatever is done in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Everything we do in the spiritual life is done in the power and influence of the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, everything done in the spiritual life is intrinsically “the good.”

e.  Our total dependence on the grace of God is intrinsically good.  There is nothing sinful, evil, or humanly involved in dependence on God.  It is non-meritorious on our part.

f.  Our personal love for God is definitely a part of the plan of God and God’s will for our life.  It is one of the major issues in the angelic conflict, and a principle reason for why we receive blessing from God.


g.  A believer is not blessed by God because he earns or deserves it.  But when a believer loves God, He glorifies God and God blesses him with honor and prosperity.


h.  Positive volition to the word of God is manifest in the execution of the will of God.  We do what we believe.  Those believers who do the will of God had to have first learned the will of God.  Those believers who do the will of God are doing what is right.  They are producing or accomplishing “the good.”
3.  “not only especially to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”

a.  These blessings for time and eternity are especially true for the Jew.


b.  This is because of the Jew’s relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ and His promises to Abraham, Moses, and David.


c.  They have had the revelation of God longer and to a greater extent than any other people on the earth prior to the Church Age.  Combine that with the unique mystery doctrine of the Church Age and we can see that the Jew has had every possible advantage.


d.  However, this principle still applies to the Gentile as well, especially in the Church Age where there is no longer any distinction between the Jew and Gentile.


e.  The Jew receives maximum soul pain, frustration, and disaster during the Church Age, if they reject the love of God.  But they also receive the greatest glory, honor, and prosperity along with the Gentile, if they respond to the love of God.


f.  There is no racial or social distinction with regard to this principle.  It applies to all races and all social classes, but it is especially true for those who should know better and have had the greater opportunity to accept the love of God.


g.  The greatest blessings for time and eternity exist for every Church Age believer; and race or social standing are no longer the issue.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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