Romans 15:7



- is the inferential conjunction DIO, which “gives a deduction, conclusion, or summary to the preceding discussion”
 and is translated “Therefore.”  This is followed by the second person plural present middle imperative from the verb PROSLAMBANW, which began Paul’s discussion in Rom 14:1, 3, and means “to extend a welcome, receive in(to) one’s home or circle of acquaintances someone, and is used of one Christian receiving another Rom 14:1; 15:7a.  Of God or Christ accepting a believer Rom 14:3; 15:7b; Acts 28:2; Phile 17.”


The present tense is a progressive present for what should continue to happen throughout one’s spiritual life.  This is also a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  It could also be viewed as an iterative present for what happens at successive intervals, or as a gnomic present for a widespread custom or practice, being universally practiced.  It could also be viewed as a tendential present for what Paul is proposing but is not yet taking place.


The middle voice is an intensive or indirect middle, which lays stress on each individual believer in the local church to be intimately involved in producing the action in their own interest.


The imperative mood is a command.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another” or “each other.”

“Therefore, receive one another,”

- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “as” plus the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb PROSLAMBANW, which means “to receive” in the sense if welcoming or accepting someone into one’s circle of acquaintances or fellowship.


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress on each of us as members of the body of Christ, as responsible for producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all of us, who are already Church Age believers and members of the body of Christ.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the noun DOXA, meaning “for the purpose of the glory.”  The absence of the article emphasizes the high quality of this glory.  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” and refers to God the Father.

“even as Christ has received you for the purpose of the glory of God.”

Rom 15:7 corrected translation
“Therefore, receive one another, even as Christ has received you for the purpose of the glory of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, receive [welcome] one another,”

a.  Paul comes to a conclusion based on everything he has said since Rom 14:1, and it is the same command as given in Rom 14:1 except that it applies now to all believers.  Rom 14:1 says, “Receive [welcome] the one who is weak [limited] in doctrinal understanding and acceptance.”  That command was given to the strong believer to welcome, receive, or accept the weak believer as fellow-members of the royal family of God and body of Christ.


b.  The command given here is directed to all believers, and not just the strong believer.


c.  The object “one another” refers to both the weak and strong believer, the new and old believer, the mature and immature believer.


d.  All of us are members of the body of Christ and none of us has the right to reject another member of the body.  The eye cannot say to the foot, “I don’t need you.”  Our Lord needs every member of the body.


e.  Therefore, since our Lord does not reject any member of His body, He expects no less from all of us.  Since we cannot reject another believer as a member of the body of Christ, the logical conclusion is that we must receive or welcome one another as fellow-members of the body of Christ.


f.  Christ expects us to receive or accept one another because He already died spiritually for the other believers’ sins.  He paid the price of their freedom to believe in Him and have fellowship with the Father.  If other believers are entitled to fellowship with the Father by the work of Christ, then who are we to reject them?

f.  Receiving a fellow-believer in this context means having unconditional love toward them from our motivation of personal love for God.  We are to accept, welcome, or receive other believers from our integrity and honor, as a function of our virtue, and not because they have done anything worthy of acceptance.


g.  Christianity is not an exclusive organization but an inclusive organization.  No one is excluded based upon race, color, national origin, social status, economic status, gender, age, or any other factor.  The only discriminating factor is faith alone in Christ alone.  Likewise the local church is not an exclusive organization but an inclusive organization.  All believers should be welcome in any local church for the purpose of worship of the Lord.


h.  Therefore, cliques do not belong in the local church, ever.  Cliques are evil in a local church.  We have a right to have friends and do special things with special friends, but we have no right to purposely exclude others, especially if we judge them to be “weak” believers. 


i.  In the same respect, a group of weak believers cannot get together and exclude the strong believers from their clique.  This is what happened to Apollos and the positive believers in Corinth.  These things were fresh in Paul’s mind, having occurred in Corinth within the last year.

2.  “even as Christ has received you”

a.  The basis for accepting, receiving, and welcoming one another is our relationship with Christ.  We follow His standard, and He received every one of us.  We cannot reject whom Christ has accepted.


b.  We cannot not welcome someone whom Christ has welcomed into fellowship with Himself.  We must receive other believers as fellow-members of Christ because Christ received us when we were at our worst as unbelievers.  All of us were accepted by Christ when we were at our worst as unbelievers.


c.  All of us came into the spiritual life with total equality.  We were nothing, deserved nothing, and had nothing to offer to God as unbelievers.


d.  Jesus Christ made salvation available equally to all mankind, and then receives anyone who believes in Him.

3.  “for the purpose of the glory of God.”

a. Christ has a purpose for us as members of the royal family of God—to glorify God the Father.  Every member of the royal family shares the same purpose—to glorify God the Father.


b.  Our life has meaning and purpose.  The meaning and purpose was provided by our Lord Jesus Christ the moment we believed in Christ.  Whether we like it or not or accept the responsibility or not, we are here to glorify God.


c.  This is done in several stages in the spiritual life.



(1)  Stage 1 – Faith in Christ




(a)  Every person who believes in Christ glorifies God.  This is the basic glorification of God that occurs for all believers in every dispensation.




(b)  God is glorified the moment we believe in Christ because our belief in Christ is our basic testimony that we believe that God loves us.  We believe that God loved us enough to send His Son to the cross to die spiritually as a substitute for us.




(c)  Faith in Christ testifies to God’s motivation of love for His creatures to provide eternal salvation for them.  Satan says that God is not a God of love.  Our faith in Christ is the basic proof from God to Satan that Satan is wrong.  Therefore, this is the basic glorification of God for all believers.



(2)  Stage 2 – Positive Volition to Doctrine.




(a)  Every believer who is positive to the word of God builds upon their basic glorification of God with a greater glorification of God.




(b)  Every believer who is positive to doctrine is making the statement that God’s word is true and more valuable than anything else in life.




(c)  Love of God’s word glorifies the truthfulness of God.




(d)  Satan argues that God is a liar and does not truly love His creatures and does not keep His word.  Our positive volition to doctrine testifies against Satan that we believe that God does keep His word, and that what He promises is more important than anything else in life.



(3)  Stage 3 – Confidence in God.




(a)  After glorifying God by believing His word and learning His word, we begin to develop real confidence in God.




(b)  This is a function of the faith-rest drill and develops into a personal sense of destiny.  We learn doctrine and start to understand and truly believe that God has a tremendous plan for our life.  We make decisions and take actions based upon our confidence in God’s plan for our life.  These decisions and actions glorify God even more than before, because now it is not just understanding and believing something that is glorifying God, but we are acting upon those beliefs to glorify God.




(c)  Our confidence in God results in a dynamic series of actions in our life that prove that our beliefs have changed.




(d)  This confidence in God occurs when the values of Bible doctrine have replaced the values of the cosmic system and the result are decisions and actions based upon those new values that testify to our total confidence in God’s plan for our life.



(4)  Stage 4 – Spiritual Maturity.




(a)  Having believed in Christ, understanding doctrine, and having confidence in doctrine now results in various testings in life that prove the value of what we believe.  By passing these tests we prove our confidence in the word of God, which causes us to become mature as believers.




(b)  Our actions match our beliefs.  Our actions match our values.




(c)  Passing the momentum tests that God gives us glorifies Him by demonstrating our confidence in His word, our reciprocal love for Him and occupation with Christ, our personal sense of destiny, and our unconditional love for all.  All of these things glorify God even more than we have previously in the spiritual life.



(5)  Stage 5 – Pleroma Status (being filled with all the fullness of God).



(a)  The pleroma believer glorifies God to the maximum by passing evidence testing.  Evidence testing is Satan's cross‑examination of every witness presented by God in the historical trial of all fallen angels.  Examples: Job, Abraham offering Isaac; Joseph, Moses, David, Daniel, Peter, Paul, John.



(b)  Evidence testing is Satan's attempt, through his cross-examination of suffering, to discredit those believers who attain spiritual maturity.




(c)  There are two categories of evidence testing.  Apparently, the spiritually mature believer does not take both tests, and which one he receives is a matter of the sovereignty of God.





i.  The relationship to the plan of God test is illustrated by our Lord Jesus Christ in Mt 4:1‑11.





ii.  The relationship to life test is illustrated by Job.  




(d)  Evidence testing is the third and highest category of suffering for blessing.  When passed by the mature believer, it results in such maximum glorification of God that the believer receives a doubling of blessings for time and eternity.
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