Romans 15:4



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and indicating the grounds for the previous quote from the Old Testament.  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective HOSOS, which “pertains to a comparative quantity or number of objects or events; how much (many), as much (many) as; everything that, whatever Mt 17:12; Mk 3:8; 5:19f; 9:13; 10:21; Lk 4:23; 8:39ab; Acts 14:27; 2 Tim 1:18, and other passages.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PROGRAPHW, which means “to be written before.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the Old Testament Scriptures received the action of having been written by men through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For everything that has been written before”

- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the article and noun DIDASKALIA, which means “instruction, teaching” with the first person feminine singular adjective HĒMETEROS, which means “our.”  The entire prepositional phrase means “for the purpose of our instruction.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers the action of being written into a single whole and regards it as a historical fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Old Testament Scriptures receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“was written for the purpose of our instruction,”

- is the inferential conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, perseverance.”
  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun PARAKLĒSIS, which means “encouragement, exhortation, or comfort.”  Then we have ablative of source from the feminine plural article and noun GRAPHĒ, which means “from the writings” but is a technical term for the Scriptures.
“in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures”

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ELPIS, which means “confidence.”  Finally, we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a durative present for what should occur throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers positive to the teaching of the word of God should produce the action of having confidence in God.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which depends upon the volition of each believer with regard to what the word of God says.

“we might have confidence.”

Rom 15:4 corrected translation
“For everything that has been written before was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”
Explanation:
1.  “For everything that has been written before was written for the purpose of our instruction,”

a.  Paul continues by explaining why he quoted from the Old Testament in the last verse.  Everything that is written in the Old Testament is for the purpose and benefit of the spiritual growth of the Church Age believer.  “Everything” also includes the Scriptures that Paul and James the Lord’s half brother had already written, such as: James, First and Second Thessalonians, First and Second Corinthians, and Galatians.


b.  All Scriptures are written for the instruction of the royal family of God because the completed canon of Scripture belongs to us as spiritual royalty.  The Psalms are especially pertinent to the spiritual blessing and growth of the Church Age believer.  Notice that this does not say that the Old Testament was written for the Jews’ instruction, even though it certainly was.  However, Paul’s emphasis here is on the instruction of the Church Age believer.


c.  Israel is a picture of the Church Age believer’s soul.  The history of Israel is a picture of Gentile client nations during the Church Age.


d.  The spiritual growth of the Church Age believer is dependent upon instruction.  That means learning from someone qualified to teach the word of God.  This means that learning doctrine for oneself is only beneficial up to a point.  Therefore, to advance as far as God wants us to go in the spiritual life requires the teaching ministry of the pastor in the setting of the privacy of the local church.


e.  God has a purpose for our life, and that purpose is to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Therefore, the Scriptures have been written by man through the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit for that very purpose.


f.  There is no greater task, no more difficult task, and no more rewarding task than to study and understand the thinking of God as contained in His word.  A similar thought was mentioned by Paul in Rom 4:23-24. “Now it was not written only because of him, that it was credited to him, but also because of us, to whom it was destined to be credited, because we have believed on Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.”


g.  Paul will again make this point at the end of his life in 2 Tim 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.”

2.  “in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation of why the Scriptures were written for our benefit.


b.  God wants us to have confidence in life.  He wants us to have confidence in Him, in what He says, in what He promises to do for us and has done for us.


c.  Confidence in God is a function of our reciprocal love for God.  Confidence in God is a system of thinking.  Confidence in God is the equivalent of faith in God or belief in God.


d.  Confidence is what we absolutely are certain is true; it is not what we hope might be true.  Confidence comes through the agency of the Scriptures.  We cannot have confidence in God unless we know what the word of God says.  We cannot have faith in the promises of God unless we thoroughly understand the promises of God and the One who has made the promises.


e.  Confidence in God only comes through the teaching of the word of God.  Confidence in God requires perseverance in the study of the word of God.  We don’t hear it once and get it.  We have to hear the promises of God many times before we finally stagger not at the promise of God.  This is exactly what happened to Abraham.  He heard Jesus Christ tell him again and again that he would have a son from his own loins, but it took him eighteen years before he had absolute, unwavering confidence in the promise of God.


f.  Confidence in God from the Scriptures also requires encouragement from the word of God to keep pressing on in the spiritual life regardless of failures, setbacks, sins, or the circumstances of life.


g.  The Scriptures can only provide comfort and encouragement to those who persevere in learning Bible doctrine.  There is no “one time” Bible class that provides encouragement or comfort for the rest of our life.  We have to hear the word of God over and over again before we build up confidence, comfort, or encouragement in our soul.


o.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Job 4:6 "Is not your fear of God your confidence, and the integrity of your ways your hope?”



(2)  Ps 71:5, “For You are my hope; O Lord God, You are my confidence from my youth.”



(3)  Ps 119:50, “This is my comfort in my affliction, That Your word has revived me.”



(4)  Ps 119:52, “I have remembered Your ordinances from of old, O Lord, And comfort myself.”



(5)  Ps 119:76, “O may Your lovingkindness comfort me, According to Your word to Your servant.”



(6)  Prov 3:26, “For the Lord will be your confidence And will keep your foot from being caught.”



(7)  Prov 14:26, “In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, And his children will have refuge.”



(8)  Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”



(9)  2 Cor 1:3-7, “Worthy of praise is God, that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort,  who [God the Father] comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every trouble [pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation], so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.  For just as the suffering of Christ are in abundance toward us, so because of Christ our comfort and encouragement also exists in abundance.  Moreover, if we are afflicted and we are, [it is] for your comfort [encouragement] and deliverance.  If we are comforted [encouraged] and we are, [it is] for your comfort [and encouragement], which [comfort and encouragement] becomes effective by means of the endurance of the same sufferings, which we also endure.  Moreover our confidence [is] firm [strong, steadfast] with reference to you, knowing that just as we are sharers of these sufferings, so also [we are sharers] of this comfort and encouragement.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.”



(10)  2 Cor 3:4, “Such confidence we have through Christ toward God.”



(11)  Eph 6:22, “I have sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he may comfort your hearts.”



(12)  Phil 3:3, “for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.”



(13)  Phil 3:4, “although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:”



(14)  1 Thes 4:18, “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”



(15)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”



(16)  1 Tim 3:13, “For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.”



(17)  Heb 3:6, “but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.”



(18)  Heb 10:35, “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.”



(19)  1 Jn 3:21, “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;”



(20)  1 Jn 5:14, “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”



(21)  Rom 5:3-4, “And not only [this], but also let us take pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.  And perseverance [in suffering brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.”



(22)  Rom 8:25, “But if we have confidence in what we do not see [and we do], with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.”



(23)  Rom 15:5, “Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus.”



(24)  2 Thes 1:4, “Therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.”



(25)  1 Tim 4:16, “Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.”



(26)  1 Tim 6:11, “But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, the spiritual life, doctrine, love, perseverance and gentleness.”



(27)  2 Tim 3:10, “Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, doctrine, patience, love, perseverance.”



(28)  2 Pet 1:5-7, “Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort, supply virtue with your doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge [gnosis]; and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life, and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly love [supply] impersonal love.”



(29)  Rev 2:3, “and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.”



(30)  Rev 2:19, “I know your production, and your love and doctrine and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.”
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