Romans 15:32



- is the conjunction HINA, used as a “marker serving as substitute for the infinitive of result, and translated so that (‘ecbatic’ or consecutive use of ) Lk 9:45; Jn 9:2; 2 Cor 1:17; Gal 5:17; 1 Thes 5:4; 1 Jn 1:9; Rev 9:20; 13:13.  In many cases purpose and result cannot be clearly differentiated, and hence is used for the result that follows according to the purpose of the subject or of God.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun CHARA, which means “in happiness.”  This is followed by the nominative first person masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole Paul’s trip to Rome, arrival there, and stay there.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action.


The participle is a temporal participle and precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “when I come.”

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” or “face-to-face with you.”

“so that in happiness when I come face-to-face with you”

- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular noun THELĒMA, which means “the will.”  With this we have the subjective genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, which means “of God.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb SUNANAPAUOMAI, which means “to relax in someone’s company, rest with.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety in the future.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning; Paul producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the result clause and indicates a future potential.

Finally, we have the instrumental of association (which indicates the persons who accompany or take part in the action of the main verb) from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”
“by the will of God I may rest and relax with you.”

Rom 15:32 corrected translation
“so that in happiness when I come face to face with you by the will of God I may rest and relax with you.”
Explanation:
1.  “so that in happiness when I come face to face with you”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “Now I encourage you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and through the Spirit’s virtue-love that you join me in a team effort in your prayers to God on behalf of me, in order that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my ministry to Jerusalem might become acceptable to the saints, so that in happiness when I come face to face with you by the will of God I may rest and relax with you.”


b.  The main thought line of Paul’s sentence is “I encourage you to pray, so that in happiness I may rest and relax with you.”


c.  This prayer will be answered by God, but only after Paul has gone through two years of divine discipline, maltreatment, imprisonment, and shipwreck.


d.  Paul wants to be happy when he comes to Rome, but that happiness will depend on his obedience to the will of God.  Paul’s happiness depends on Paul’s relationship with God and his own volition, not on the prayers of the Romans.


e.  Prayer will not deliver Paul from his wrong decisions.  Prayer will not deliver Paul from divine discipline.


f.  Prayer is a fantastic weapon in the hands of advancing believers, such as the Roman church.  But prayer does not solve the problem of carnality, disobedience to God, wrongdoing, or stubborn arrogance.  Only the positive volition of Paul can do that.


g.  Paul is still confident that he will come to Rome.  He wants to see the Romans.  He wants to teach them the full realm of Church Age mystery doctrine.  God will grant this prayer, because it is God’s will and plan for Paul’s life.


h.  Now that Paul has been able to give them non face-to-face teaching, he wants to teach them face-to-face.  It is always the desire of any pastor, who is doing his job faithfully as unto the Lord, to desire to teach those who are positive to the word of God.  There is no greater privilege for any man.

2.  “by the will of God I may rest and relax with you.”

a.  Rome is Paul’s “promised land.”  Just as Moses wanted to cross the Jordan and enter into the Land of Canaan, so Paul wants to cross the Mediterranean and be in Rome.  This can only happen by the will of God, and Paul knows it.  Paul knows that the will of God is the only place where he will have any rest and relaxation.  This is true for all of us.


b.  When we enter into God’s will, we enter into God’s rest.  When we execute the will of God, we can have a truly relaxed mental attitude in life.


c.  Doing the will of God is the moment by moment rest promised to us.  



(1)  Mt 11:28-29, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”



(2)  Heb 3:12-4:12, “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.  But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end, while it is said, ‘Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me.’  For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses?  And with whom was He angry for forty years?  Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?  So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.  Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it.  For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.  For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, ‘As I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest,’ although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.  For He has said somewhere concerning the seventh day  ‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’; and again in this passage ‘They shall not enter My rest.’  Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience, He again fixes a certain day, ‘Today,’ saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, ‘Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.’  For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that.  So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God.  For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.  Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.  For the word of God is alive and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of the joints and marrow, and is a critic of the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”


d.  Paul wants to come to the Roman believers as a mature believer, in the will of God, and executing the plan of God.  He will do so only because of the grace, love, and faithfulness of God.
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