Romans 15:3



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For example.”  With this we have the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”  This is followed by the negative OUCH, meaning “not” and the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ARESKW, which means “to please or accommodate.”


The aorist is a historical aorist, which gathers the entire life of our Lord Jesus Christ into a single whole and regards it as a past, historical fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord did not produce the action of pleasing or accommodating Himself.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

With this we have the dative of direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “Himself.”

“For even Christ did not accommodate Himself,”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: it stands written.”


The perfect tense is a gnomic perfect, which states a perfect condition or state that stands forever as an absolute.


The passive voice indicates that the Old Testament (Ps 69:9) receives the action of being written in the Old Testament Scripture.


The indicative mood is declarative for an absolute fact.

“but as it stands written,”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ONEIDISMOS, which means “an act of disparagement that results in disgrace, reproach, reviling, disgrace, insult; fall into disgrace 1 Tim 3:7; Heb 11:26 holds that even Moses took upon himself the reproach of Christ, and the writer of Hebrews calls upon believers to “bear His reproach” Heb 13:13.  It means reproaches, insults Rom 15:3; exposed as a public spectacle to insults and persecutions, Heb 10:33.”
  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb ONEIDIZW, which means “to insult.”


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun, meaning “of those who.”


The present tense is a historical present, which presents a past event as though the writer and readers were actually witnessing a current event.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers produced the action of insulting God the Father through the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EPIPIPTW, which means “to happen to, befall, of extraordinary events and misfortunes: come upon someone; reproaches have fallen upon someone Rom 15:3.”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers the action up into a single whole and regards it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the insults against God the Father produced the action of happening to our Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on Me” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“‘The insults of those who insulted You [Father] fell on Me [Jesus Christ].’”

Rom 15:3 corrected translation
“For even Christ did not accommodate Himself, but as it stands written, ‘The insults of those who insulted You fell on Me.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For even Christ did not accommodate Himself,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why each one of us must accommodate his neighbor because of the plan of God.  Paul uses the perfect example of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ in His public ministry.


b.  If anyone ever had the right to please themselves or accommodate themselves it was our Lord Jesus Christ.  He was perfect, never did anything wrong, and committed no sin.  Therefore, He had every right to do whatever He wanted to accommodate Himself.  But He didn’t do whatever He wanted.  He didn’t heal all the sick (just those who came to Him), even though He wanted to.  He didn’t establish His kingdom on earth, even though He wanted to.  He didn’t manifest His glory as eternal God for all the Jews to see, even though He wanted to.


c.  Instead He did exactly what God the Father wanted Him to do.  He followed the plan of God the Father to the last detail.


d.  One of Satan’s main arguments against God is that creatures should be totally free to do what they want without punishment from God, otherwise they don’t truly have a free will.  Satan argues that their “free” will is being coerced by the threat of punishment from God.  Satan uses this cosmic thinking to motivate people to justify their actions and accommodate themselves by pleasing the desires of their sin nature.


e.  All of us take the test of pleasing or accommodating ourselves in life.  All believers are given the opportunity to please God and do what He wants or to accommodate themselves and do whatever they want.  Whichever way it goes in our spiritual life we are testifying before God as a part of Satan’s appeal trial.


f.  Jesus Christ proved by His willingness to always do the will of the Father that pleasing God is more important than pleasing self.


g.  If Jesus Christ in perfect humanity did not even attempt to please or accommodate His own non-sinful desires on earth, then how can we think that we ever have the right to please or accommodate ourselves in our relationships with others?


h.  This issue of pleasing or accommodating self in this context deals with our relationships with other people.  This is not about what kind of ice cream we should order after church.  This is not about the mundane aspects of life over which people have to decide on a daily basis.


i.  God expects us to please other people.  We are not here to please ourselves.  We are here to please God in all things, and other people as much as it depends upon us.  We will never be able to please everyone.  God knows that and understands that.  He is not making an unreasonable request of us.  Some people are never happy no matter what anyone else does.  But God does expect us to do our part, to do what we can, to make every effort to accommodate the desires and wishes of others, so that the issue of the gospel is not affected by other less important matters in life.


j.  This is the will and plan of God for our life—that we accommodate others through the use of unconditional love, just as our Lord did during His first advent.

2.  “but as it stands written,”

a.  This is quoted word for word from Ps 68:10 of the Septuagint.  In the Hebrew text it is found in Ps 69:9.  (A different numbering system was developed for each long after they were both written.)  Ps 69:9 says, “For zeal for Your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.”  Compare the context: Ps 69:19-21, “You know my reproach and my shame and my dishonor; All my adversaries are before You.  Reproach has broken my heart and I am so sick.  And I looked for sympathy, but there was none, and for comforters, but I found none.  They also gave me gall for my food and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”


b.  Related passages.



(1)  Ps 89:41, “All who pass along the way plunder him; He has become a reproach to his neighbors.”



(2)  Ps 89:50, “Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants; How I bear in my bosom the reproach of all the many peoples.”



(3)  Ps 119:139, “My zeal has consumed me, because my adversaries have forgotten Your words.”



(4)  Jn 2:17, “His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your house will consume me.’”
3.  “‘The insults of those who insulted You [Father] fell on Me [Jesus Christ].’”

a.  Insulting God the Father is a sin.  People insult God by not believing His promises or obeying His commands.

b.  All of our sins were poured out on Christ on the cross.



(1)  1 Cor 15:3, “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.”



(2)  Gal 1:4, “who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father.”



(3)  1 Pet 2:24, “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.”



(4)  1 Jn 2:2, “and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.”



(5)  1 Jn 4:10, “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”


c.  Our Lord pleased God the Father by accepting the imputation of our sins and being judged as a substitute for us on the cross.  He accommodated the plan of God the Father that we might have eternal life through faith alone in Him.


d.  If our Lord was willing to make so great a sacrifice for us by accommodating Himself to the Father’s plan for our eternal salvation, how little is it to ask of us that we accommodate ourselves to others in unconditional love for all?
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