Romans 15:27



- is the postpositive conjunction GAR, used as a “marker of clarification, confirming what has been said, and translated: yes, indeed; certainly as in 1 Thes 2:20; 1 Cor 9:10.”
  With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EUDOKEW, which means “to decide with pleasure; to determine with delight” (as we had in the previous verse).


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety but places a slight emphasis on the results of the decision of the Greek churches.


The active voice indicates that the Greek churches produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Yes, they have decided with pleasure.”

- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun OPHEILETĒS, which means “one who is obligated to do something; be under obligation with the dative of persons to whom one is obligated.”
  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: they are.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur, and a descriptive present for what was then going on when Paul wrote this.  This is also an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Greek churches produce the action of being obligated to the Jewish churches for the message of the gospel and the word of God being brought to them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the objective genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to them” and referring to the Jewish believers of the Jerusalem church.
“In fact they are obligated to them.”

- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, used to clarify a previous statement, and translated, “For; or You see.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the locative of sphere from the neuter plural article and adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “in the sphere of spiritual phenomena, or spiritual things.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “belonging to them” or “their spiritual things.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KOINWNEW, which means “share, have a share.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety but places a slight emphasis on the results.


The active voice indicates that the Gentiles have produced the action of sharing in the spiritual phenomena and blessings of the Jewish believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, which means “the Gentiles.”
“For if the Gentiles have shared in spiritual things belonging to them [Jews] [and they have],”

- is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb OPHEILW, which means “to be obligated.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  This can also be regarded as an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Gentile believers produce the action of being obligated.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

With this we have the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed, certainly.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural article and adjective SARKIKOS, which means “pertaining to being material or belonging to the physical realm, material, physical, human, or fleshly.”
  The phrase is translated “in the sphere of material things.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb LEITOURGEW, which means “to serve, to do a service, to perform a service; to minister.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action up into a single whole and states it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Gentile believers are responsible for producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action and meaning of the main verb.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to them.”
“they [the Gentiles] are certainly obligated to minister to them in material things.”

Rom 15:27 corrected translation
“Yes, they have decided with pleasure.  In fact they are obligated to them.  For if the Gentiles have shared in spiritual things belonging to them [Jews] [and they have], they [the Gentiles] are certainly obligated to minister to them in material things.”
Explanation:
1.  “Yes, they have decided with pleasure.”

a.  Paul anticipates the possible shock of the Roman believers that the Greek churches would do this for the Jews.  The Romans understood how much the Jews and Greeks hated each other, and it probably would have shocked them that the Greek churches would do anything to support the Jews, even if they were believers.


b.  The Roman believers were also aware of the Jews’ initial skepticism that any Gentile could be filled with the Spirit (Acts 11), let alone live the spiritual life provided by God.  They were aware of the Jewish attempts to legalize the Gentile churches where Paul had gone, especially the problems in Galatia.  They knew that the Jews had stirred up riots against Paul and tried several times to have him killed at the hands of the Gentile leaders.


c.  The Roman believers would also be shocked at the Gentile generosity because of the persecutions they had endured at the hands of the Emperor for their association with the leader of the Jewish sect named Jesus.  Remember that a few years prior to this the Emperor had banished all Jews from Rome. 


d.  But in spite of all these things, the Gentile believers had learned the importance of personal love for God as their motivation and unconditional love for all as their application.  Therefore, it was an act of love and grace to provide willingly and generously for those in need.


e.  So Paul emphasizes for a second time how the word of God had made a difference in the thinking and motivation of the Gentile believers, with the result that they held no grudge, sought no revenge, harbored no bitterness toward the Jews.

2.  “In fact they are obligated to them.”

a.  Then Paul states a principle that really did shock the Romans.  The Gentile believers of Greece were obligated to financially support the destitute Jews in Jerusalem.  This certainly came as a shock to the Romans.  It did not appear that the Greeks owed the Jews anything, just as it did not appear that the Romans owed them anything.


b.  The Greek believers had never been to Jerusalem, didn’t know these other believers personally, and apparently had received nothing from them that obligated them to reciprocate in kind.  At least this is what the Romans and others thought, until Paul taught this principle.


c.  The principle here is that we are obligated to other believers we may not know and may have never met.  For example, there are many believers in many congregations throughout the nation that are positive to doctrine and are holding the nation together with their positive volition.  Are we not obligated to pray for them?  For example, there are many believers in positions of leadership and responsibility, who are doing all they can to make wise decisions compatible with the laws of divine establishment to protect and maintain our freedom.  Are we not obligated to pray for them?


d.  There will always be believers elsewhere who are doing things that bring blessings to us for which we might not be aware.  We are obligated to those believers, just as the Gentile believers of Greece were financially obligated to help the destitute believers in Jerusalem.


e.  We are all members of the same royal family.  When one member suffers, we all suffer.  Paul was applying this principle to the situation in Jerusalem versus the situation in Greece.

3.  “For if the Gentiles have shared in spiritual things belonging to them [Jews] [and they have],”

a.  Then Paul gives his own example, using the spiritual blessings provided by the Jews to the Gentiles, and the Gentiles reciprocal financial blessings to the Jews.


b.  Paul’s premise is that the Gentiles have shared in the spiritual blessings that belonged to the Jews.  The Gentiles shared in the spiritual blessings of the eternal salvation provided by the Jew, Jesus Christ.  The Gentiles shared in the spiritual life of the Jew, Jesus Christ, who tested it and provided it for all Church Age believers.  The Gentiles shared in the word of God given to the Jew, Paul, and taught to the Gentiles as their exclusive messenger from God.  The Gentiles shared in the spiritual blessings of equal privileges and equal opportunity provided to every member of the royal family of God, where there was no longer any distinction between Jew and Gentile.  The Gentiles shared in the filling of the Spirit, union with Christ, the indwelling of the Trinity, and every possible spiritual blessing made available to the Jew first, but also to the Gentile.


c.  The Gentiles definitely shared in everything that belonged to the Jew by way of spiritual blessings, opportunities, and privileges in the Church Age.


d.  There was no question and debate about the fact that the Greeks, Romans, North Africans, Egyptians, and others had benefited from the Messiah to Israel coming to earth, living a perfect life, dying for their sins on the cross, dying physically, being buried, being raised from the dead, ascending to heaven, and starting a new dispensation of human history, which included sending the Holy Spirit as our Mentor.  These things were established facts concerning which no Gentile believer was about to argue.

4.  “they [the Gentiles] are certainly obligated to minister to them in material things.”

a.  Finally, Paul states the principle that probably shocked the Romans.  The Gentiles, which included the Roman believers, were definitely obligated to provide a service or minister to the Jews in material things, such as financial support.


b.  This same principle was explained by Paul in 1 Cor 9:11 “If we have sown spiritual things to you (and we have), is it an extraordinary thing, if we reap material things from you?”

c.  Just as the Gentile believers in the local church where Paul ministered were obligated to support him financially, so also the Gentile believers in Greece were obligated to support the Jewish believers in need in Jerusalem.


d.  The material support of others believers is clearly taught by the apostle John in 3 Jn 1:5-8, “Beloved, you are reliable in whatever you have done for the brethren [royal family] and especially strangers [missionaries];  who testified before the churches about your love; you will continue to perform honorably when you help them on their journey [with food, shelter, money] in a manner worthy of God.  For in behalf of the Name [Christ] they went out as missionaries, and they [have taken] received nothing from the heathen [unbelievers].  Therefore, we ought to be supporting such persons [as these missionaries] in order that we might become fellow workers for the Truth.”


e.  The principle of material self-support was first taught by Paul in 1 Thes 4:11-12, “and consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit, in order that you might walk honorably toward those outside and have need of nothing.”  In the case of the believers in Jerusalem, they were being persecuted so badly, they had lost their jobs and were being discriminated against, so that they could not support themselves.


f.  The principle of material support of other believers in need is taught by the apostle James the Lord’s half brother in Jam 2:15-17, “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so doctrine, if it has no production, is dead, being by itself.”


g.  The principle of material support of others comes down to the principle of the motivation of personal love for God, 1 Jn 3:17-18, “Moreover, if anyone has worldly wealth and he sees that his fellow believer is destitute and he has no compassion on him, how can this love from God [impersonal love] be residing in him?  Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.”


h.  This doctrine is the principle that obligated the Greek churches to provide financial support for the destitute Jewish believers in Jerusalem.
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