Romans 15:2



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “Each” and the partitive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of us.”  Together they form the subject “Each one of us” which refers to all Church Age believers, but Paul’s emphasis here (from the previous verse) is on what is expected of the mature believer.  Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “his” and adverb PLĒSION, used as a substantive and meaning “the one who is near or close by, neighbor, fellow human being.  Of fellow-Christians Rom 15:2; Eph 4:25; Jam 4:12.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active imperative from the verb ARESKW, which means “to please, accommodate” as in the previous verse.


The present tense is a customary and progressive present for what God reasonably expects to take place during the entire course of our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that each mature, growing, and positive believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“Each one of us must accommodate his neighbor”

- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular monadic use of the article and the adjective AGATHOS, which means “the good” and is a technical theological term for the plan of God.  The prepositional phrase is translated “because of the good [plan of God].”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of goal or purpose, which means “(aiming) at or (striving) toward with conscious purpose for, for the purpose of, on behalf of Rom 3:26; 1 Cor 7:35; 10:11; Rom 15:2”
 and the feminine singular noun OIKODOMĒ meaning “edification.”
“because of the good [the plan of God] for the purpose of edification.”

Rom 15:2 corrected translation
“Each one of us must accommodate his neighbor because of the good [the plan of God] for the purpose of edification.”
Explanation:
1.  “Each one of us must accommodate his neighbor”

a.  Paul continues with his injunctions to the mature or strong believer, that is, the believer with Bible doctrine firmly established in his soul.


b.  Paul directs his command to each individual believer.  This stresses the importance of individual responsibility in the spiritual life of the Church Age.  We are treated as individuals by God and disciplined as individuals.


c.  Each of us is responsible for executing the plan of God for our lives.


d.  We must do what God wants (a right thing) in a right way (unconditional love toward all).  Our individual responsibility of unconditional love toward other people is not an option; it is a command.


e.  We don’t get to pick and choose who we will love unconditionally.  God expects us to love everyone with virtue-love, just as our Lord did on the cross, when He set the standard and gave us the example.  We can pick who we want to love personally, but we have no choice in the matter of unconditional love.  We are commanded to love everyone, without exception.


f.  The key phrase for interpretation here is “accommodate his neighbor.”



(1)  First, we must define neighbor.




(a)  Your neighbor is anyone you come into contact with each day in life.




(b)  This includes both believers and unbelievers.




(c)  But the emphasis in this context is directed toward how to deal with and treat our fellow-believers.



(2)  Accommodation means:




(a)  to house, lodge, or put up someone for the night.  This is the literal meaning and does not apply here.  The figurative meaning applies here.  Figuratively it means:




(b)  to adapt yourself to someone else’s desires, needs, wants.




(c)  to be suitable in your behavior in the company of others.




(d)  to be congruous or harmonious with others.




(e)  to bring into agreement or concord rather than to argue for the sake of arguing, or to get attention, or to make a point, etc.




(f)  to adjust to others, that is, bending in the non-essentials while not breaking any of your essential principles and values.




(g)  to adapt oneself to the same situations by different techniques.




(h)  to be helpful and obliging to others.




(i)  It is the functional avoidance of conflict between individuals and groups through change of habits and customs.


g.  God expects us to maintain our positive volition toward the teaching of the word of God, while accommodating ourselves to the thoughts, ideas, and bad behavior of others.


h.  We do not have to agree with the erroneous thoughts of others, or join them in their bad behavior, but God does expect us to not get into verbal arguments over beliefs, nor follow those who commit sin and evil.


i.  Toleration of an immature believer is like tolerating the idiotic ideas of a teenager, who wants to pierce their body everywhere and have tattoos all over themselves.  Parents listen and sympathize, but don’t agree to it.


j.  Accommodation is allowing your fellow-believer to think the wrong thing without judging them or criticizing them, but waiting patiently for God the Holy Spirit to correct them, when He thinks the timing is right (not when we think the timing is right).  Our timing may make a temporary change in behavior through spiritual bullying, but it will not make the permanent change that the Spirit desires through the motivation of love for God.


k.  Accommodating one’s neighbor is being thoughtful, considerate, and helpful without violating our doctrine or compromising with the sin nature or with Satan’s cosmic system.  We never compromise with evil for any reason.  But we also don’t stand on our self-righteous high-horse and tell others how wrong they are and how they must change now or else suffer the consequences.

2.  “because of the good [the plan of God] for the purpose of edification.”

a.  Paul uses two prepositional phrases to explain (1) why we should do this (2) and the purpose for doing this.  Why should we accommodate our neighbor?  Because it is the plan of God.  What is the purpose for accommodating our neighbor?  To help God build up or edify their soul with the word of God.


b.  God has a plan for each of us individually.  That plan includes our own spiritual growth at our pace and the spiritual growth of others at their pace.  Your pace and someone else’s pace are not always going to be the same.  There is no right pace.  God the Holy Spirit has a right pace for each of us.


c.  For us to demand that other believers advance spiritually at our pace is evil (whether our pace is faster or slower than their pace, it is still an evil demand).  When we ask another believer to learn doctrine at a different pace than their own pace, we are asking them to hinder their own spiritual growth.  That’s evil.


d.  Because God has an individual plan for each one of us, He will teach us exactly what we need to know, when we need to know it most, so that it makes a permanent impression on our soul.  God doesn’t need our help in getting others to understand and accept doctrine faster than they are already doing.  God needs us to accommodate ourselves to the spiritual growth of others as a part of His perfect plan for their life.


e.  Therefore, when we accommodate ourselves to the spiritual growth of others, we are accommodating ourselves to God’s will, plan, and purpose for their spiritual life.  We are in harmony with the plan of God.  We are in harmony with God.


f.  This is why pushy husbands and pushy wives push their spouses away from the word of God.  Why doesn’t our spouse want doctrine as much as us?  Because we didn’t accommodate ourselves to their pace of spiritual growth and they despised our self-righteous arrogance to the point that their spiritual growth has been hindered, and we have no one to blame but ourselves.  This is why women are told to say nothing and let their husbands observe their holy manner of life.  God knows what He is doing.


g.  God wants us to accommodate ourselves to others in order that they might have the same spiritual freedom and privacy to form an edification complex in their soul, just as the mature or strong believer has already done in his or her soul.


h.  The edification complex takes time to build.  For some it is built faster than others.  For some the current structure of false doctrine has to be torn down first.  This process takes a great deal of time and patience before the new structure can begin to be built.


i.  God the Holy Spirit knows how fast to build the edification of the soul in each of us.  And He is the only one who can build it.  We cannot make it be constructed faster in someone we know and love.  All we can do is wait and encourage them.


j.  God has a plan for our life with regard to other believers.  He expects us to do everything we can, without compromising our doctrinal principles, to provide an atmosphere of acceptance and accommodation for those who are growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


k.  This is our individual responsibility, and God holds every strong believer responsible for doing this.  When we don’t do this, we receive discipline from God.  When we do accommodate others, we help the Holy Spirit in His teaching ministry in that person’s life.  That is divine good, and something for which we receive reward both now and in eternity.
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