Romans 15:14



- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “In fact” with the first person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb PEITHW, which means “to attain certainty in reference to something, be convinced, certain Heb 6:9; Lk 20:6; Rom 8:38; 14:14; 2 Tim 1:5, 12.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  This emphasizes the fact that a thing is.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received this state of mind by his contacts with others who knew the believers in the Roman church.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s attitude toward the Roman believers.

This is followed by the vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my brethren” or “my fellow-believers.”  This is followed by the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” with the nominative subject from the first person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS with the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I myself.”  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “concerning you.”
“In fact, my brethren, even I myself am convinced concerning you”

- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, in which the conjunction is used after verbs of mental activity to explain the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  With this we have the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed, certainly.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “yourselves.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MESTOS, which “pertains to being thoroughly characterized by something: filled with something Rom 1:29; 15:14; Jam 3:17.”
  With this we have the genitive of content (The word in the genitive specifies the contents of the word to which it is related (full).) from the feminine singular noun AGATHWSUNĒ, which means “goodness; a positive moral quality characterized especially by interest in the welfare of others; Rom 15:14; Eph 5:9; 2 Thes 1:11; generosity Gal 5:22.”
  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: you are.”


The present tense is a aoristic present, which states a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  The action is merely regarded as a fact.


The active voice indicates the Roman believers produce the action of being what they are—intrinsically or basically good toward others.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“that you yourselves are indeed full of goodness,”
- is the nominative second person masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be filled.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the Roman believers received the action of having been filled with something.


The participle is circumstantial, explaining how and why the Roman believers are full of goodness.

Then we have the genitive of content from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” with the article and noun GNWSIS, meaning “with all knowledge.”

“having been filled with all knowledge,”

- is the nominative second person masculine plural present deponent middle passive participle from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what the Roman believers are capable of doing right now.


The deponent middle is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; the Roman believers producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” with the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another.”  Finally, we have the present active infinitive from the verb NOUTHETEW, which means “to counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct, admonish, warn, instruct Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 4:14; Col 1:28; 3:16; 1 Thes 5:12; 2 Thes 3:15; warn the idle 1 Thes 5:14.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which proposes an action that is not now taking place but should be.


The active voice indicates that the Roman believers have the ability to correctly produce the action of warning and admonishing each other because of the doctrine in their souls.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which occurs with certain verbs (such as DUNAMAI) which cannot take a direct object as such but require an infinitive to complete their meaning.

“being able also to admonish [have a corrective influence on] each other.”

Rom 15:14 corrected translation
“In fact, my brethren, even I myself am convinced concerning you that you yourselves are indeed full of goodness, having been filled with all knowledge, being able also to admonish [have a corrective influence on] each other.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, my brethren, even I myself am convinced concerning you”

a.  Paul continues addressing the entire Roman church with his impression of them from all he has heard from others.  In the final chapter we will see many people from the Roman church who came into contact with Paul before he ever went to Rome.  Paul knew a great deal about the church, the character of its people, and their attitude toward the word of God.


b.  Paul had a great intelligence team that kept an eye out for trouble and reported back to him on a regular basis.  Two of his closest associates (Priscilla and Aquila) were members of the Roman church until forced to leave by the edict of the Emperor.


c.  So Paul had enough first-hand information from members of that church to know how they were doing spiritually and what great potential they had to be the leading church in the Empire.


d.  Therefore, Paul was convinced about them that they were full of intrinsic goodness.

2.  “that you yourselves are indeed full of goodness,”

a.  This goodness is not any goodness that a person has naturally.  We are not naturally good.  We are naturally sinful.  We have a sin nature.  Our nature is not to be good, but to do wrong.  However, once a person believes in Christ they have a new option and the freedom to exercise that option and become either intrinsically good or intrinsically evil.


b.  The choice is based upon their attitude toward the word of God (which is exactly what Paul says in his next statement).  Believers who are intrinsically good are so because of their love of the word of God and consistent positive volition to learning Bible doctrine.  Believers who are intrinsically sinful and evil, and desire to remain in the cosmic system of Satan, do so of their own free will.  God does not make them do this.  They do so because they reject the teaching of the word of God and choose for sin, human good, and evil, that is, wrongdoing.


c.  The Roman believers had by and large chosen for the plan of God, positive volition to doctrine, and consistent execution of God’s plan for their life.  Thus God the Holy Spirit was able to produce in them the standards, virtues, and values necessary to make them vessels of honor rather than vessels of dishonor.


d.  Paul was convinced of their goodness because of their positive volition toward doctrine.  He was convinced of their goodness because of their previous ability to handle pressure and unfair system testing from the Roman government.  He was convinced of their goodness because of the reports coming to him of how they continued to grow in graciousness toward one another and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

3.  “having been filled with all knowledge,”

a.  Paul continues by explaining what the Roman believers did that convinced him of their intrinsic goodness.  They took in doctrine on a consistent basis.  The Roman believers were filled with all the Bible doctrine they could get.  They were positive to doctrine and kept on learning no matter what.  This impressed Paul the most about them.  This is what convinced him that they would be successful as a church.  This is why Paul needed to go there, and why God’s plan for Paul was to get there as soon as possible.


b.  The door of positive volition had opened for Paul in Rome and Paul knew it.  He knew that the greatest positive volition developing in the Empire was developing in Rome.  Paul needed to be at the center of the Empire, at the place where he could be most influential and have the greatest impact for Christ.  Paul knew this and God knew this, and it was all based on positive volition toward doctrine.


c.  No other apostle had been to Rome yet.  The church was established by Jewish converts on the day of Pentecost, who went from Jerusalem, after hearing the gospel message of Peter, back to Rome and founded the church.  There had been no great pastor-teacher at Rome up to this point concerning whom we have any historical information.  But there must have been some invisible hero there with a spiritual gift of teaching, or a spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, doing everything God wanted to prepare this church for the arrival of Paul.


d.  Whoever had done the job in Rome had done a great job prior to Paul’s letter, because the congregation was filled with the knowledge of the word of God.

4.  “being able also to admonish [have a corrective influence on] each other.”

a.  The practical application of the doctrine the Roman congregation had learned was their ability to help correct other believers without being self-righteous or offending them.


b.  The best example of two members of the Roman church doing this for another believer was what Aquila and Priscilla did for Apollos, Acts 18:24-26, “Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures.  This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”



(1)  Notice that they “took him aside.”  They corrected him privately, not publicly, because of their respect for his authority as a pastor-teacher, and so that he would not be embarrassed publicly.



(2)  They were able to present the new information in a way that he could immediately understand and accept without question or argumentation.



(3)  They were not critical but supportive of Apollos.


c.  Whoever was teaching the Roman church was teaching them how to accurately function in unconditional love toward all, and especially to be able to do it in situations where other believers had to be warned about the potential spiritual dangers of something they were doing.


d.  Paul taught the same principle in Gal 6:1-5, “Brethren, if in fact a friend has been detected in a certain transgression, you the spiritual ones, may restore such a one with a state of mind of humility, watching yourself that you are also not tempted.  Bear the burdens of each other, and so you will fulfill the law of Christ.  For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But each one must examine his own action and then he will take pride in himself only and not in his neighbor.  For each person must bear his own burden.”


e.  We have a responsibility as believers to warn other believers about the dangers of sin, human good, evil, and wrongdoing (such as lying to the Holy Spirit, grieving the Spirit, quenching or squelching the Spirit).


f.  We are expected to fulfill this responsibility only when we know what we are doing and can do it correctly.  That means we must first learn what God wants and expects and then be able to explain it to others in a spirit of humility and encouragement.


g.  If we don’t know the doctrine, don’t have humility, or cannot be encouraging to others when warning them, then we shouldn’t get involved in the execution of this responsibility.  We are not prepared yet to fulfill this responsibility.  (See I just warned you in a spirit of humility and encouraged you that someday you would be ready for this responsibility.)


h.  Being able to warn and admonish another believer without offending them, judging them, becoming critical of them, or arrogant yourself is one of the most difficult things to do in the spiritual life.  However, the Roman believers could do this and do it well.  This impressed Paul and proved to him that they had the intrinsic goodness of the filling of the Holy Spirit and doctrine circulating in their soul.


i.  They were a church truly ready for the most advanced mystery doctrines of the Church Age and Paul was the man with the message that God was sending there.
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