Romans 13:3



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For example.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun ARCHWN, meaning “one who has eminence in a ruling capacity, rulers, lords, princes; generally one who has administrative authority, leaders, officials Rom 13:3; 1 Cor 2:6–8.”
  Since this can refer to those in authority both inside and outside of government, we need an English paraphrase, such as those in authority to encompass the meaning.  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a condition, state, or situation that is generally a fact without reference to its beginning, its end, or its progress.  This could be viewed as a static present.


The active voice indicates that those in authority produce the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “the occasion or source of fear - ‘something to be feared.’ ‘for the rulers are not a source of fear to those who do good but to those who do what is bad’.  in the sense of ‘source of fear’ is essentially a causative, so that Rom 13:3 may often be rendered as ‘for the rulers do not cause those who do good to fear but cause those who do what is bad to fear.’”
  Likewise “intimidating entity, the active causative sense intimidation ‘do not be intimidated by their intimidation’ 1 Pet 3:14; concretely, a terror.”
  This is followed by the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular article and adjective AGATHOS and the noun ERGON, which means “because of good function/accomplishment/work/thing.”
“For example, those in authority are not a cause of fear because of good function,”
- is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular article and adjective KAKOS, meaning “because of evil function/action.”

“but because of evil function.”
- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Really, Indeed, In fact.”  With this we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to want, wish, will, or desire.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.  This can also be a progressive or durative present for the entirety of the rest of one’s life.


The active voice indicates that the individual believer produces the action of wanting something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the present passive infinitive from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to fear.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists throughout one’s life.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of not being afraid, not fearing authority.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used with verbs that cannot take a direct object and require an infinitive to complete their meaning.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA, which means “the authority.”  This is the direct object of the verbal aspect of the infinitive.

“Really, do you desire not to fear the authority?”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective AGATHOS, which means “the good, what is good.”  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, manufacture, produce.”


The present tense is a durative or progressive present for an action that should occur throughout one’s life.  This could also be regarded as a tendential present for something proposed by Paul but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that all believers are expected to produce what is intrinsically good and honorable.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the second person singular future active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “you will have.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which states what will take place.


The active voice indicates that believers will produce the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun EPAINOS, which means “the act of expressing admiration or approval, praise, approval, recognition.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “from it” and referring to those in authority (the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA).
“Keep on doing good, and you will have recognition from it.”
Rom 13:3 corrected translation
“For example, those in authority are not a cause of fear because of good function, but because of evil function.  Really, do you desire not to fear the authority?  Keep on doing good, and you will have recognition from it.”
Explanation:
1.  “For example, those in authority are not a cause of fear because of good function, but because of evil function.”

a.  Paul continues with an example as an explanation for his previous statement that those who “oppose authority shall receive condemnation and punishment to themselves.”

b.  Those with legitimate delegated authority from God are those who have capacity for authority and power.  Not all people have capacity for power and authority.  Arrogance has no capacity for power and authority.  Genuine humility learned through enforced humility has great capacity for power and authority.


c.  Those with capacity for authority generally rise to those positions of authority and power, because:



(1)  Jesus Christ controls history and places those in authority whom He desires to have there.  President Reagan was the right man at the right time in history to bury the communist empire economically.



(2)  Other people recognize the ability of those with capacity for authority and power and they allow them to rule over them.  Alexander the Great is a good example of this principle.



(3)  Crisis creates a demand for leadership and leaders rise to the occasion in times of crisis.


d.  Therefore, those with leadership ability and capacity for power and authority because of genuine humility generally combine to receive the delegated authority from God.  Because of their leadership ability, genuine humility, capacity for power, they are not a cause of fear.  In other words, they are not tyrants to begin with.


e.  Since those in authority are not inherently tyrants, they appreciate those who are good citizens, faithful employees, hard workers, dedicated to their profession, and try to do the right thing all the time.


f.   The “good function” includes all that a person does to do what is right in their situation or circumstances.  This includes being honorable, trustworthy, faithful, honest, hardworking, etc.


g.  Those in authority never get upset with subordinates who are making every attempt to do what the leader wants, whether it is in business, the military, in government, or anything else where authority exists.


h.  However, when people are committing evil, then the one in authority has every right to condemn and punish those people.  But this demands a correct understanding of what is evil in this context.  Therefore, the function of evil in this context includes the following:



(1)  Those who are criminals.



(2)  Those who are lazy at work.



(3)  Those who are disobedient in the military.



(4)  Those who disrespect their husbands.



(5)  Those who abuse their God-given authority (including husbands).



(6)  Those who disobey their parents.



(7)  Those who disregard the common laws of the land, like paying taxes.


i.  Notice that rejection of authority, disrespect of authority, disobedience to authority, disregard of authority are all evil functions.  Those who commit these kinds of evil function should definitely be afraid of the condemnation and punishment they may receive from authority.  These evil functions rightly deserve condemnation and punishment from those in authority.


j.  God does not give authority without the right of that authority to back up their authority with fair and just punishment of those guilty of rejecting their authority.  This is why parents in the Old Testament had the right to stone their disobedient children to death.


k.  Legitimate delegated authorities from God have the right to cause fear in those arrogant people who reject their authority.  The criminal should be afraid of the police.  Disobedient soldiers should fear senior Non-Commissioned and Commissioned officers.  Children should have a healthy respect for their parents.

2.  “Really, do you desire not to fear the authority?”

a.  Then Paul asks a rhetorical question on behalf of his audience that he knows they would like answered.  The answer is: “Of course we don’t want to be afraid of those in authority.”


b.  The implication here is that some people want to be in fear of authority, because they want what they want regardless of the consequences. 



(1)  To them the fear of authority is a small price to pay for getting, having, doing what they want.  This is how those who reject authority think.  They don’t care about what the authority will do to them.  They think they are above the law and can get away with anything they want to do anyway.



(2)  But the reality of condemnation and punishment comes to them so hard and so fast at the end that they cannot believe what has happened to them.  Therefore, they can’t cope with the reality that they are the cause of their problems, and hence, must find someone else to blame.


c.  Most people do not want to be afraid of those in authority.  Therefore, Paul has the simplest solution for them—do what is right.  We never have to be afraid, when we do what is right (obey).  We will never get in trouble with God-given delegated authority, when we do what is right.


d.  However, when we do what is wrong, we should keep on being very afraid, because the justice of God has not delegated that authority to that person for no reason.

3.  “Keep on doing good, and you will have recognition from it [the authority].”

a.  Therefore, Paul’s final answer and recommendation to the Romans—keep on doing good.  “Good” here is a reference to doing what is right based on your circumstances.



(1)  If you are a citizen of a country, obey the laws of that country.



(2)  If you are a worker on the job, do your job as unto the Lord.



(3)  If you are soldier in the military, obey those in positions of authority over you.


b.  Doing the right thing, doing what is honorable, doing what is expected of us to the best of our ability will never get us in trouble.  Laziness, disobedience, rejection of authority will always get us in trouble.


c. But when we do what is right, we generally receive recognition and reward from that authority for doing what has been asked of us.  This is especially true if we go beyond what has been asked of us.


d.  There are exceptions to this rule.



(1)  Occasionally people are not recognized by authority for what they have done.



(2)  This may be because the person does not have the capacity for that blessing and could not handle that kind of recognition.



(3)  It may be because the person is being tested in this area to prove evidence in Satan’s appeal trial.



(4)  It may be opposition from Satan and demons to prevent the believer from receiving any recognition or reward in his kingdom.


e.  But as a general rule, if we do what is right, we will be rewarded for it and should have no fear of authority in the process.


f.  Doing good once does not necessarily bring reward.  It is the habitual, continuous, constant doing what is right, fair, honorable, and just that brings recognition and reward.

� Arndt, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature.  (3rd ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Louw, J. P. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on semantic domains (electronic edition of the 2nd ed.) (Page 315). New York: United Bible societies.


� Arndt, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature.  (3rd ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature.  (3rd ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
5

