Romans 12:9


- is the nominative feminine singular subject from the article used as a personal pronoun (“Your”) and the noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love” and referring to the impersonal virtue-love of the believer toward other people in life.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective ANUPOKRITOS, which “pertains to being without pretense, genuine, sincere, literally: ‘without play-acting’ Rom 12:9; 2 Cor 6:6; 1 Pet 1:22; 1 Tim 1:5; 2 Tim 1:5; Jam 3:17.”
  A good translation of this word is “non-hypocritical.”  The nominative subject and predicate nominative demand the insertion of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  Since the impersonal love of all believers is not necessarily non-hypocritical, this cannot be a statement of fact.  Therefore, it is more likely a command, especially since unconditional love is commanded of us elsewhere in Scripture; for example: Rom 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another.”  Hence, we probably have a third person imperative, meaning “it must be.”  The subject then is “Your love” and what it must be is “non-hypocritical.”  This is supported by Peter’s statement in 1 Pet 1:22, “Since you have purified your souls in obedience to the truth resulting in a genuine love of the brethren, constantly love one another from a pure heart.”
“Your love [must be] non-hypocritical.”
- is the second person nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb APOSTUGEW, which means “to have a vehement dislike for something, hate strongly, abhor.”
  To abhor means to “detest, despise, loathe” something: “to have a strong dislike for someone or something, implying repulsion and desire for avoidance - ‘to hate, to despise.’”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur throughout the spiritual life of the believer.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The participle is an imperatival participle, in which the participle is used in place of the imperative mood, a favorite style of Koine Greek in the latter part of the first century AD.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective PONĒROS, which “pertains to being morally or socially worthless, wicked, evil, bad, base, worthless, vicious, or degenerate.”
  Used as a substantive it means “that which is wicked, evil, worthless or degenerate.”
“Despise evil;”
- is the second person nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb KOLLAW, which means “to join closely together, bind closely, unite; to be closely associated, cling to, attach to, join oneself to, join, cling to, associate with on intimate terms, to cling to, enter into a close relation with; be attached or devoted to what is good Rom 12:9.”
  The word “adhere” is a good translation for this word.

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur throughout the spiritual life of the believer.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The participle is an “Independent Verbal Participle…those participles that function as though they were finite verbs and are not dependent on any verb in the context for their mood (thus, distinct from attendant circumstance).  The independent verbal participles may function as either indicatives or imperatives, though both of these are extremely rare.  The participle may function just like an imperative. This use of the participle is not to be attached to any verb in the context, but is grammatically independent. The imperatival participle is quite rare.”

Finally, we have the dative of direct object from the article and adjective AGATHOS, which means “to the good.”
“adhere to the good.”
Rom 12:9 corrected translation
“Your love [must be] non-hypocritical.  Despise evil; adhere to the good.”
Explanation:
1.  “Your love [must be] non-hypocritical.”

a.  This is a further explanation how we offer our bodies as a living, holy sacrifice well-pleasing to God—our rational service.  This is also a complete transformation or renovation of our thinking.  This is also how we stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what we ought to think, but think as God has assigned to us the standard from doctrine.


b.  God expects a genuine unconditional love from us toward others.



(1)  This love is not given grudgingly.  It is not an act we put on for ourselves, others, or God.  It is the pure love of the brethren, mentioned in 1 Pet 1:22.



(2)  This love of the brethren is also mentioned in:




(a)  1 Thes 4:9, “Now concerning the love of the brethren, you have no need for me to write you; for you yourselves are God-taught to love one another.”




(b)  2 Thes 1:3, “We are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, as is proper, because your doctrinal understanding is growing beyond all expectations and the virtue-love of each one of all of you toward one another keeps on increasing,”




(c)  Heb 13:1, “Let love of the brethren continue.”




(d)  1 Jn 3:14, “We know that we have passed out of spiritual death into spiritual life, because we love the brethren.  He who does not love remains in spiritual death.”


c.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.”



(2)  2 Tim 1:5, “When I recall the real or genuine doctrine in you, which doctrine first resided in your grandmother, Lois, and your mother, Eunice, then I am confident that it [doctrine] is also in you.”



(3)  1 Tim 1:5, “But the objective of preaching is love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from doctrine without hypocrisy.”



(4)  1 Pet 1:22, “Since you have purified your souls in obedience to the truth resulting in a genuine love of the brethren, constantly love one another from a pure heart,”



(5)  2 Cor 6:4-6, “but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants…with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance (toward others), with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with genuine love.”
2.  “Despise evil;”

a.  Paul also mentions this principle in 1 Thes 5:22, “Avoid every form of evil.” And it is taught in Ps 37:27, “Depart from evil, and do good, so you will abide forever.”


(1)  This command is very straightforward with no room for discussion or debate.  God wants us to detest, despise, loathe, abhor, abstain from, avoid, and keep free of every form of evil.



(2)  Evil is the plan and genius of Satan attempting to make arrogance right because of creature free will.  Isa 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”


(3)  What does the Scripture say about evil?




(a)  Gen 6:5, “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”



(b)  Sin is a part of evil, Gen 39:9, “There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil, and sin against God?”




(c)  Grumbling and complaining are a part of evil, Num 14:27, “How long [shall I bear] with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.”




(d)  Idolatry is a part of evil, Dt 4:25, “When you become the father of children and children's children and have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the form of anything, and do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord your God [so as] to provoke Him to anger,”




(e)  Rebellion against God is evil, Dt 13:5, “But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.”




(f)  Negative volition to doctrine is evil, Dt 17:12, “And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to serve the Lord  your God, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”  Mt 12:39, “But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and [yet] no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;’”




(g)  Adultery is evil, Dt 22:22, “If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”  2 Sam 11:27, “When the [time of] mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord.”




(h)  Kidnapping is evil, Dt 24:7, “If a man is caught kidnapping any of his countrymen of the sons of Israel, and he deals with him violently, or sells him, then that thief shall die; so you shall purge the evil from among you.”




(i)  Dependence on politicians is evil, Isa 12:19, “Then all the people said to Samuel, ‘Pray for your servants to the Lord  your God, so that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins [this] evil by asking for ourselves a king.’”




(j)  Anger is a part of evil, Isa 20:7, “If he says, 'It is good,' your servant [shall be] safe; but if he is very angry, know that he has decided on evil.”




(k)  Murder is evil, 2 Sam 12:9, “Why have you despised the word of the Lord by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon.”




(l)  Witchcraft is evil, 2 Kg 21:6, “And he made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used divination, and dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord provoking [Him to anger.]”




(m)  Anti-Semitism is evil, Est 8:3, “Then Esther spoke again to the king, fell at his feet, wept, and implored him to avert the evil [scheme] of Haman the Agagite and his plot which he had devised against the Jews.”




(n)  Sins of the tongue include evil, Ps 34:13, “Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.”  Jam 3:8 “But no one can tame the tongue; [it is] a restless evil [and] full of deadly poison.”




(o)  Conceit is a part of evil, Prov 3:7, “Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away from evil.”




(p)  Respect and love for the Lord are related to our attitude toward evil, Prov 8:13, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, and the perverted mouth, I hate.”




(q)  The love of money and wealth is a part of evil:





i.  Prov 28:22, “A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth, and does not know that want will come upon him.”





ii.  Eccel 5:13, “There is a grievous evil [which] I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt.”





iii.  1 Tim 6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.”




(r)  The decisions and actions of the legislature and the courts are often evil, Isa 10:1, “Woe to those who enact evil statutes, And to those who constantly record unjust decisions,”




(s)  Bribery of officials is evil, Micah 7:3, “Concerning evil, both hands do it well. The prince asks, also the judge, for a bribe, and a great man speaks the desire of his soul; So they weave it together.”




(t)  Vengeance is evil, Rom 12:17, “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.”




(u)  Criminality is evil, Rom 13:4, “for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.”




(v)  Jealousy and selfish ambition are evil, Jam 3:16, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”




(w)  Boasting from arrogance is evil, Jam 4:16, “But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.”


b.  Evil comes from the thinking of both the believer and unbeliever:



(1)  Mt 15:19, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”



(2)  Rom 7:21, “I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good.”



(3)  Phil 3:2, “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;”



(4)  Col 3:9, “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its [evil] practices,”



(5)  Tit 1:12, “One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’”



(6)  Heb 3:12, “Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.”

3.  “adhere to the good.”

a.  The verb means:  to unite with the plan of God; to be attached to the plan of God; to intimately associate with or enter into a close relationship with the plan of God; to cling to the plan of God; to be devoted to the plan of God.

b.  God the Holy Spirit unites, attaches and brings us into an intimate relationship with the plan of God at the moment of salvation.  So these commands are things that are done for us by God.  They are not commands that we can accomplish by what we do.  Therefore, the first three meanings do not apply here.


c.  However, to cling to or to be devoted to the plan of God requires many volitional decisions on our part and are certainly demanded of us by God.  Clinging to the plan of God encompasses the idea of adhering to the plan of God no matter how difficult circumstances may become through testing, persecution, pressure, etc.


d.  To be devoted to the plan of God encompasses the idea of adhering to the plan of God in times of prosperity.


e.  The good is the plan of God for the Church Age believer, Rom 12:2, “Also, stop being molded [shape one’s behavior] to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.”


f.  Paul reiterates the same principle in this verse in Rom 16:19, “Certainly, the respect of your obedience [authority orientation] has become known to all; therefore because of you I am delighted, but I want you to be wise with reference to the good, and unharmed [maintained integrity] with reference to the evil.”
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