Romans 12:7


- is the first class conditional particle EI, intensified by adding the Attic Greek particle TE, forming the word EITE, which is used in combination with itself, meaning “if … (or) if, whether … or.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIAKONIA, meaning “an administrative function, service as attendant, aide, or assistant.”
  Again we have an ellipsis here demanding an apodosis and a cognate verb from the noun DIAKONIA.  Therefore, we insert the words “[then serve]” for clarity though they are not in the original text.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, meaning “in the sphere of the gift of service.”
“if service, [then serve] in the sphere of the gift of service,”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, intensified by adding the Attic Greek particle TE, forming the word EITE, which is used in combination with itself, meaning “if … (or) if, whether … or.”   Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active ascriptive participle from the verb DIDASKW, which means “the act of teaching, teaching, instruction Rom 12:7.  Of Timothy in role as superintendent or overseer 1 Tim 4:13, 16; for instruction Rom 15:4; 2 Tim 3:16.”
  The ascriptive participle is the use of the participle as a noun, which is why we have the article used with it.  The fact it is in the nominative case instead of the accusative case, which we have had previously is to bring us back to the thought of the nominative masculine present active participle from the verb ECHW at the beginning of verse 6, so that the complete thought would be something along the lines of: “if [you have] the spiritual gift of teaching.”  But since Paul’s readers knew he was talking about spiritual gifts and relating them to the spiritual gifts which belonged to the Church Age believers he is able to state all this in a short elliptical phrase.  Again we have the ellipsis of the apodosis and a cognate verb, meaning “[then teach].”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun DIDASKALIA, which means “in the sphere of the gift of teaching.”
“if teaching, [then teach] in the sphere of the gift of teaching,”
Rom 12:7 corrected translation
“if service, [then serve] in the sphere of the gift of service, if teaching, [then teach] in the sphere of the gift of teaching,”
Explanation:
1.  “if service, [then serve] in the sphere of the gift of service,”

a.  Paul continues with his illustrations of why we have to think for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one the standard from doctrine.


b.  He continues with his example of the fact we are many parts of one body by using a different spiritual gift—the gift of service.


c.  This spiritual gift was mentioned by Paul in his previous letter to the Corinthians:



(1)  1 Cor 12:5, “And there are different types of service, and yet the same Lord.”



(2)  1 Cor 16:15 “Now I urge you, brethren, (you know about the household of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia and they have devoted themselves for the purpose of service to the saints).”


d.  All types of service is valuable to the royal family of God, but some types of service are more beneficial.  The most beneficial service any believer can perform is to learn the word of God and advance in his or her spiritual life to the point of spiritual maturity, being filled with all the fullness of God, which results in being a blessing by association with others.

e.  The differences in types of service depend largely on the type of spiritual gift a person has.  For example, a person with the spiritual gift of helps has a much different ministry than a person with the gift of evangelist.  Differences in service does not mean that one person is greater than another.  A person can have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and remain in perpetual carnality and do nothing in the spiritual life compared to the believer with the gift of helps who advances to spiritual maturity and glorifies God.


f.  It is not the spiritual gift or type of service that counts in the spiritual life.  It is the momentum in our spiritual life that brings us to the point of reciprocal love for God that counts.  Service is the follow-through of spiritual growth.

g.  Regardless of one’s type of service or ministry, we must all advance to spiritual maturity, become occupied with Christ, and glorify God.

2.  “if teaching, [then teach] in the sphere of the gift of teaching,”

a.  Paul continues with the spiritual gift of teaching.  This spiritual gift was also previously mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians and is found in:



(1)  Acts 13:1, “Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.”



(2)  1 Cor 12:28, “And so God has indeed appointed in the Church first commanders, second prophets, third teachers, then the power to perform miracles, then the gifts of healings, helps, administration, kinds of languages.”



(3)  1 Cor 14:26, “Therefore, what is the point, brethren?  When you assemble, each person ought to have a song of praise, [or] ought to have a teaching, [or] ought to have a divine revelation, [or] ought to have a message in a foreign language, [or] ought to have a translation.  All things must happen for the purpose of spiritual strengthening.”


b.  Certain men were given the spiritual gift of teaching what would eventually be in writing in the New Testament.  This was the ability to teach the content of the New Testament prior to it being written.  Obviously, this too was a temporary spiritual gift that was no longer needed once the canon was completed.


c.  This was not the same spiritual gift as that of pastor-teacher.  This spiritual gift is also mentioned in Acts 13:1.


d.  Paul may have also had this spiritual gift; for he mentions it again in 2 Tim 1:11, “for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.”


e.  James had this spiritual gift in mind when he cautioned the apostate Jewish believers in Jam 3:1, “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.”


f.  I have witnessed certain women in the church, who have an extraordinary gift of being able to teach children the Bible.  They may just be natural teachers as all mothers seem to be to their own children.  But it just may be that this spiritual gift of teaching applies to them as well.  The only problem is that there is no direct, specific mention of any woman having a spiritual gift of teaching, and they certainly were forbidden by Paul to teach in the assembly of the local church.
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