Romans 12:4


- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For example.”  With this we have the comparative conjunction and adverb KATHAPER, which means “just as.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place, meaning “in” from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” and the noun SWMA, meaning “body.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the noun MELOS, meaning “a part of the human body, members, parts, limbs literally of parts of the human body as we have many parts/members in one body Rom 12:4ab; compared with 1 Cor 12:12a, 14, 18–20, 25f; Jam 3:5.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “we have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.  This could also be regarded as a descriptive present, though the continuing action is not really being stressed here.  It could also be thought of as a static present for a state that doesn’t change.


The active voice indicates that a person produces the action of having many different physical parts in the human body.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For example, just as we have many parts in one body”
- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” with the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun MELOS, meaning “the parts.”  With this we have the nominative neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all the parts.”  Then we have the strong negative OU, meaning “not” with the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and the attributive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PRAXIS, which means “acting, activity, function.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.  This can also be a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.  There will always be different functions assigned to the different parts of the body.


The active voice indicates that the different parts of the human body produce the action of not having the same functions.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of the situation.
“and all the parts do not have the same function,”
Rom 12:4 corrected translation
“For example, just as we have many parts in one body and all the parts do not have the same function,”
Explanation:
1.  “For example, just as we have many parts in one body”

a.  Paul illustrates the principle of the previous verse with everything he says in the rest of this chapter.  Paul begins his series of illustrations with the same illustration he gave to the Corinthians in 1 Cor 12:12-14, “For just as the body is one [body] and has many parts, and yet all the parts of the body, although they are many, are one body, so also Christ.  For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.  For indeed the body is not one part, but many.” and 1 Cor 12:27 “But all of you are the body of Christ and members individually.”


b  All Church Age believers are parts of the body of Christ.  This is mentioned by Paul in:



(1)  Eph 3:6, “to be specific that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,”



(2)  Eph 4:12, “for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;”



(3)  Eph 5:23, “For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.”



(4)  Col 3:15, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”


c.  The body of Christ is the Church, that is, all people who believe in Christ during the Church Age (from Pentecost to the resurrection of the Church).

d.  Christ is the head of the body, Col 1:18, “He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.”


e.  There are many parts of the body and all the parts are different, which gives the opportunity for one part to become arrogant about the function it has in the body, or disregard another part of the body, which has an entirely different function.


f.  God has allotted or apportioned to each member of the body a specific role and function to play.  One role is not better than another role.  One function is not better than another function.  This is why we are commanded to “stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what we ought to think, but think for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one the standard from doctrine.”
2.  “and all the parts do not have the same function,”

a.  Each of us has a specific function in the body, just as every part of the human body has a specific function.  1 Cor 12:15-26.

12:15 “If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is definitely not for this reason any the less a part of the body, is it?”

12:16 “And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,’ it is definitely not for this reason any the less a part of the body, is it?”

12:17 “If the whole body [were] an eye, where [would] the faculty of hearing [be]?  If the whole [body were] the faculty of hearing, where [would] the sense of smell [be]?”

12:18 “But, as a matter of fact, God [the Lord Jesus Christ] has arranged the members, every single one of them in the body, just as He desired.”
12:19 “Any yet if all [the parts of the human body] were one part, where [would] the body [be]?”

12:20 “But now on the one hand [there are] many parts, but on the other hand one body.”

12:21 “Now the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not have need of you,’ or on the other hand, the head [is not able to say] to the feet, ‘I do not have need of you.’”

12:22 “Rather to a much greater degree the parts of the body which seem to be more insignificant are necessary.”

12:23 “In fact the parts of the body which we consider to be less valuable, on these we bestow extraordinary esteem and our indecent parts are treated with greater modesty,”

12:24 “but our presentable parts have no need [to be treated with greater modesty].  But God has composed the body, giving extraordinary honor to those who are lacking [temporary spiritual gifts],”

12:25 “that there might not be division in the body, but the parts [of the body] might have the same concern for one another.”

12:26 “And so if one part [of the body] suffers, all the parts suffer together.  If a part is honored, all the parts rejoice together.”


b.  God knows what He is doing.  The role God has given us to play in the divine plan for human history is the perfect role at the right time in the right place.  We have no right to question God by the role we play in His plan.



(1)  We question the role we play by dissatisfaction with our life.



(2)  We question the role we play by self-pity because of the circumstances in which we find ourselves.



(3)  We try to get out of our role by sin, human good, and the evil of wrongdoing.



(4)  God is perfect, and the spiritual gift He has given us is perfect.  The fact we live now and not awhile ago is perfect.  The details of our life are perfect.  God’s complete support package for us is perfect.  We are not perfect, and there lies the rub.


c.  All of us are a part of the body of Christ and all of us have the same spiritual life for the purpose of executing the perfect plan of God individually without arrogance.


d.  We should be proud of the fact we are believers in Christ and proud of the fact that God has given us a part to play in His plan.  But this pride must be based upon the humility of grace orientation and gratitude toward God with thankfulness to all the other believers, who have their role to play in this divine drama.
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