Romans 12:21



- is the negative MĒ with the second person singular present passive imperative from the verb NIKAW, which means “to not be conquered.”


The present tense is a durative present for what should not occur throughout our spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that we are not to receive the action of being conquered.


The imperative mood in the present tense with the negative is a command to stop doing something that is already occurring.

This is followed by the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular article and adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil, what is wrong.”  The phrase is translated “by evil.”

“Stop being conquered by evil,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the second person singular present active imperative from the verb NIKAW, which means “to conquer.”


The present tense is a customary and durative present for what God reasonably expects of us throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that we are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and adjective AGATHOS, meaning “by means of the good.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective KAKOS, which means “evil.”

“but conquer evil by means of the good.”
Rom 12:21 corrected translation
“Stop being conquered by evil, but conquer evil by means of the good.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop being conquered by evil,”

a.  Paul concludes his examples of how we are to ‘stop being molded to this age, but be transformed by the renovation of our thinking’ by giving us a final command from the Supreme Headquarters in heaven.  We are to never allow ourselves to be conquered by evil at any time in our spiritual life.


b.  We can be conquered by evil when we commit certain sins, such as murder, gossip, and arrogance.  We can be conquered by evil when we reject the teaching of the word of God and enter into Christian degeneracy.  We can be conquered by evil when we stop using divine solutions to the problems of life and begin using our own human solutions.


c.  We can be conquered by evil when we enter into Christian moral degeneracy through legalism, self-righteous arrogance, and Christian activism.  We can be conquered by evil when we depend on other believers to live our spiritual life by leaning on them for counseling and advice all the time.  We can be conquered by evil when we become tried of listening to doctrine and the same old things taught over and over, and begin to get itching ears and want to hear something new and different.

d.  We can be conquered by evil whenever we stop being grace oriented and doctrinally oriented.  We can be conquered by evil when we stop having reciprocal love for God and impersonal love for others.


e.  We can be conquered by evil when we are no longer occupied with Christ, but instead are worried and anxious about being blessed by God.  We can be conquered by evil when we get our eyes on self, things, and others, rather than “continuing to fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of doctrine.”  Heb 12:2.


f.  We can be conquered by evil when we fail to use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life, 1 Jn 1:9, and Heb 12:1, “let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”
2.  “but conquer evil by means of the good.”

a.  Paul does not give us just the negative command to stop doing something, but also gives us the positive command of what we must do.  We have no choice as royal family of God.  We must conquer evil.  If we fail to execute this command, we end up in the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death.


b.  Evil is the plan, policy, and system of thinking of Satan.  Evil is found in two systems of satanic thought, which can be called cosmic system of thinking number one and cosmic system of thinking number two.


(1)  Cosmic one is the system of arrogant thinking by which Satan teaches human beings to live life and solve problems apart from God.  It is a system of arrogance.


(2)  Cosmic two is the system of arrogant thinking by which Satan teaches human beings to be antagonistic to God.


c.  Believers enter the cosmic system of thinking the moment they sin and fail to recover.  The longer a believer is out of fellowship with God and fails to use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life, the more he or she is influenced by the doctrine of demons, that is, the cosmic systems of thinking that Satan has developed.


d.  The sin nature gravitates to cosmic thinking the moment it is in control of the soul.


e.  The only solution to cosmic thinking is Bible doctrine circulating in our stream of conscious thoughts, while filled with the Spirit.  This is the renovation of our thinking.


f.  We grew up as human beings learning the cosmic system of thinking.  This system of thinking is “natural” to man.  It is the “normal thinking” that most people have.  This is why we are commanded to renovate our thoughts.


g.  Conquering evil is a lifetime pursuit.  Evil is a system of thinking and must be conquered by a different system of thinking—the divine system of thinking.  Systems of thinking are not developed overnight.  They take years and years to develop.


h.  Satan’s ingrained system of thinking must be removed and replaced one thought at a time.


i.  The “good” is the plan of God, the system of God’s thinking, the divine viewpoint of life.  We don’t conquer evil by doing good!  We don’t conquer evil by being good!  These are often just other systems of being evil.  We conquer evil by thinking “divine good”, that is, thinking what is right, thinking the mind of Christ, 1 Cor 2:16.  The word of God is divine viewpoint thinking; it is the plan of God; it is the only right thinking that has ever or will ever exist.


j.  Therefore, we conquer evil by that which has the greatest intrinsic value that has ever existed—the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ in His true humanity as the author and perfecter of our doctrine.
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