Romans 12:16



- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as an adjective, meaning “the same thing.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “toward one another” or “toward each other.”  This is followed by the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb PHRONEW, which means:


1.  “to have an opinion with regard to something, think, form/hold an opinion, judge in the sense of think or feel in a certain way about someone Phil 1:7; think of someone in the sense be concerned about him 4:10.  Phil 3:15, “Therefore, as many as are mature ones, let us continue objective thinking [divine viewpoint]; in fact, if you have a different attitude in something, the God will reveal even that to you.”  To think the same thing, i.e. be in agreement, live in harmony Rom 15:5, “Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to you to be thinking the same category of things [Bible doctrine] in the presence of one another according to Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation [doctrine of the soul] by one message [doctrinal teaching] you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  In this sense the meaning would be: “Be in agreement (live in harmony) toward each other.”
2.  to give careful consideration to something, set one’s mind on, be intent on, followed by the accusative.  Phil 3:19; Col 3:2, “Keep on thinking objectively about the things above, not the things on the earth.”  In this sense the meaning would be: “Be intent on the same thing toward each other.”
3.  to develop an attitude based on careful thought, be minded/disposed.”
  In this sense the meaning would be: “Have the same attitude toward each other.”


The present tense is a durative present for something that should continue throughout your spiritual life.  It is also a customary present for what God reasonably expects of us.


The active voice indicates that we are to produce the action.


The participle is used as an imperative participle, stating a command.
“Be thinking the same thing toward each other.”
- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective HUPSĒLOS, which means “pertaining to being arrogant, exalted, proud, haughty, ‘what is considered exalted among humans,’ Lk 16:15.   With the verb PHRONEW it means to cherish proud thoughts, feel proud Rom 11:20, “Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect [God];” strive after things that are (too) high, be too ambitious, probably meaning: ‘don’t be a social climber’ Rom 12:16.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what needs to happen right now.  It is also a customary present for what God reasonably expects of us.


The active voice indicates that we are to produce the action of not being high and mighty in our thinking.


The present participle with the negative MĒ is used as an imperative participle to stop an action already in progress.

“Stop thinking in terms of arrogance,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the instrumental of association from the masculine plural article and adjective TAPEINOS, used as a substantive and “(1) pertaining to being of low social status or to relative inability to cope, lowly, undistinguished, of no account; (2) pertaining to being servile in manner, pliant, subservient, or abject; a negative quality that would make one lose face in the Greco-Roman world, opposite of a free person’s demeanor; (3) pertaining to being unpretentious, humble.”
  The last meaning is the meaning of the word in our passage.  The phrase means: “with humble people.”  Then we have the nominative second person masculine plural present passive participle from the verb SUNAPAGW, which means “to associate with one another, normally involving spatial proximity and/or joint activity, and usually implying some kind of reciprocal relation or involvement - ‘to associate, to be in the company of, to be involved with, association;’”
 “to join the company of others, associate with: associate with humble folk.”


The present tense is a customary present for what God reasonably expects to occur during our spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of associating with others.


The participle is used as an imperative, stating a command.
“but associate with humble people.”
- is the negative ME, meaning “not” with the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what should now be happening.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning.  We are to produce the action of not becoming something about to be mentioned.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective PHRONIMOS, which “pertains to understanding associated with insight and wisdom, sensible, thoughtful, prudent, wise Mt 13:33; 24:45; Lk 12:42; 1 Cor 10:15; 1 Cor 4:10; 2 Cor 11:19; wise in your own estimation = relying on your own wisdom Rom 11:25; 12:16.”
  This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the locative of sphere, which is a “marker of one whose viewpoint is relevant, in the sight or judgment of someone”
 plus the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “in your own judgment or estimation.”
“Stop being wise in your own estimation.”
Rom 12:16 corrected translation
“Be thinking the same thing toward each other.  Stop thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.”
Explanation:
1.  “Be thinking the same thing toward each other;”

a.  Paul continues with a series of commands to show us how to “stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one the standard from doctrine.”


b.  This is a command to think doctrine, that is, to have doctrine we have learned and believe circulating in our stream of conscious thoughts.


c.  This is not a command for us to think exactly the same things, but a command to be in agreement with regard to the teachings of the word of God.


d.  God does not expect us to think alike in all things.  He does not even want us to think alike in all things.  That is why we are each different.  Not everyone likes carrots, or peas, or meat, or candy, etc.  Not everyone likes football or baseball or golf or tennis.  We all have different tastes, and different things that are important to us.


e.  However, God does expect us all to love the word of God and know the word of God.


f.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Rom 15:5-6, “Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to you to be thinking the same category of things [Bible doctrine] in the presence of one another according to Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation [doctrine of the soul] by one message [doctrinal teaching] you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(2)  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace (prosperity, harmony, reconciliation) will be with you.”



(3)  Phil 2:2-5, “bring to completion my happiness, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same love [occupation with Christ], united in the soul, concentrating on the same objective.  Do nothing motivated by contentiousness, nor ambitious pride, but by means of grace orientation be considering each other [royal family] as better than himself; everyone of you advancing, should not only be regarding his own personal interests [in the advance], but also everyone of you so advancing the personal interests of others.  Keep on thinking this doctrine within you, which [doctrine] also was resident in Christ Jesus,”



(4)  Phil 4:2, “I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to think the same thing () in the Lord.



(5)  1 Pet 3:8, “And finally, everyone [should be] like-minded, sympathetic, loving one’s brother, compassionate, humble.”

2.  “Stop thinking in terms of arrogance,”

a.  This is a similar statement to Paul’s phrase in verse 3  ”stop thinking above and beyond what is necessary to think.”

b.  It is the same attitude that Paul mentioned in Rom 11:20, “Do not be conceited, but fear.”


c.  Arrogance was the thinking of Satan, passed on to one third of the angels, and then to the woman, and finally to Adam in the Garden of Eden.  From Adam the sin of arrogance has passed on to all mankind through the genetically formed sin nature.


d.  All of us are born arrogant.  Discipline and authority are the God-given grace blessings to convert our arrogance into humility.  Those who could not be converted in childhood from arrogance to enforced humility were put to death by their parents by being stoned to death.  Those adults who could not be converted from their arrogance to humility went under the sin unto death.


e.  Arrogance is the breeding ground for all other sins.  It is the only disease known to man that everyone else hates except the person who has it.


f.  All believers come into the spiritual life with a certain amount of arrogance because the sin nature was in complete control of their soul as a function of total depravity.


g.  Therefore, this command applies to all believers at some point in their life.  Historically Paul was writing this to a group of believers that were a pretty good group of positive people, but they were in danger of arrogance destroying them as a church, because of their attitude toward the Jewish unbelievers.


h.  So Paul gives them a direct order, which is also fair warning from the Supreme Court of Heaven.  In application this is a direct command to us now as well as fair warning from the Supreme Court of Heaven. This command is obeyed by learning a different system of thinking—God’s system of thinking, called Bible doctrine or the word of God.


i.  We all learn Satan’s system of thinking by living in the cosmic system with its systems of thinking based upon arrogance.  When we are born again, we have to learn an entirely new system of thinking, which replaces the arrogance complex of thinking with the thinking of Christ: reciprocal love for God, unconditional love for others, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation or divine viewpoint, happiness, a person sense of destiny, occupation with Christ.

3.  “but associate with humble people.”

a.  In contrast to thinking in terms of arrogance, Paul demands that we associate with humble people.  Humble people are those who are positive to the teaching of Bible doctrine.  Humble people have genuine humility developed through their respect for the authority and word of God.  Humble people are gracious, loving, happy, and right thinkers.


b.  In order to think right it is important to associate with others who think right.  Evil companions corrupt right thinking in positive believers.  We are definitely influenced by those with whom we associate.


c.  The believer is blessed by association with a mature believer in business, military, athletics, marriage, a church.  The blessing overflows from the spiritually mature believer to those associated with that invisible spiritual hero.

d.  The believer is cursed by association with a reversionist, even if the believer is a mature believer; example, Jonathan, the son of Saul was a mature believer, but was cursed by associating himself with his father, and therefore, died with him in the battle of Mt. Gilboa.

e.  The believer is blessed and prospered by association with Jesus Christ.  This is the principle of blessing by occupation with Christ.  Heb 12:2; Col 3:1‑2.


f.  The believer is influenced by sexual association.  The person with whom you have sex influences you.


g.  The believer is influenced by social association.  A believer can be influenced for evil or for good by the company he keeps.  1 Cor 15:33, “Evil companions corrupt good morals.”

h.  There is guilt by association.  The innocent suffer because of their association with the guilty.


i.  Prov 11:11 says that a mature believer blesses the city‑state, but association with the degenerate Christian destroys the city-state.

4.  “Stop being wise in your own estimation.”

a.  This is a command to stop what comes from the previous sin of thinking in terms of arrogance.  The person who thinks in terms of arrogance is wise in their own estimation.  They think they know it all, or at least know more than everyone else.  And if they recognize that they do not know more, they believe that what they do know is more important, and therefore, they are the better person because of it.


b.  The arrogant person only has to believe they know one absolute correct thing more than someone else to believe themselves to be better than the other person.


c.  People will believe anything to make themselves believe they are wise in their own estimation.  Sometimes what they believe is correct and sometimes it is not.  The accuracy does not matter.  They believe they are right, therefore, they believe they are wise.


d.  Being right does not always make you wise.


e.  Knowing how to use what you know to be true to demonstrate God’s love for others is wisdom.  Knowing how to use what you know to be true to create tyranny for others is not wise.


f.  Satan was wise in his own estimation and it created his fall.  The woman in the Garden was wise in her own estimation and it caused her fall.  (Adam was wise, knew he was doing something stupid, and did it anyway.)


g.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Prov 3:7, “Do not be wise in your own eyes; respect the Lord and turn away from evil.”  Turning away from sin, human good, evil, and wrongdoing is true wisdom.



(2)  Rom 11:25, “For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”  Knowledge of doctrine is the only way a person can learn to stop being wise in their own estimation.
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