Romans 12:14



- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb EULOGEW, which means “(1) to say something commendatory, speak well of, praise, extol; it is also used in an absolute sense meaning: give thanks and praise Mt 14:19; 26:26; Mk 6:41; 14:22; Lk 24:30; 1 Cor 14:16; (2) to ask for bestowal of special favor, especially of calling down God’s gracious power, bless.”
  Both concepts are included here.  We are to speak well of those who persecute us by being gracious to them verbally, thanking them for the opportunity to suffer for God and asking God to bless them.


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb DIWKW, which means “to persecute.”


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun combination.


The present tense is an iterative present for that which occurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that certain people produce the action of persecuting Christians.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all Church Age believers.  This word does not occur in some of the better manuscripts, but occurs in a couple of the best manuscripts and a majority of the translations into other languages and by many of the Church Fathers.
“Speak well of [thank, bless] those who persecute you;”
- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb EULOGEW, which means “to speak well of, praise, extol; give thanks and praise, bless.”

The present tense is a durative present for what is expected to continue.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the continuative or additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative MĒ with the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KATARAOMAI, which means “to curse, to execrate someone.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.


The imperative mood is used in the present tense with the negative MĒ to stop an action that is already in progress.
“keep on speaking well and do not curse.”
Rom 12:14 corrected translation
“Speak well of those who persecute you; keep on speaking well and do not curse.”
Explanation:
1.  “Speak well of [thank, bless] those who persecute you;”

a.  The correct interpretation of this passage demands correct understanding of the historical background behind what was written.


b.  The Roman church had already undergone the beginning of persecution, when the Jews were kicked out of Rome, Acts 18:2, “And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.”  By the time Paul wrote Romans, Aquila and his wife had been able to return to Rome, Rom 16:3, “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.”  While exiled from Rome in Asia Minor, they had the church of Ephesus meeting in their home, 1 Cor 16:19, “The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.”


c.  As we see from the life of Aquila and Priscilla, had they not been persecuted by the Roman authorities and been forced to leave Rome, they would not have met Paul, been a support to him and the church in Ephesus, and then been able to return to Rome and help that church in Paul’s absence from Rome.


d.  Satan’s persecution of believers through the established authorities on earth are often used by God as His opportunities to further His plan and advance the gospel and the teaching of doctrine.  Therefore, who are we to complain about, ridicule, or criticize those who persecute us, if they are only doing the permissive will of God, so that we have better opportunities to serve the Lord.


e.  Never forget Rom 8:28, “In fact we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for the purpose of good, to those who are the called ones according to the plan.”


f.  Therefore, we are given the command to be thankful for those who persecute us.  Our persecution is God’s opportunity to bless us.


g.  The greatest happiness we will ever have will come as a result of passing the momentum and evidence tests of undeserved suffering.  One of the rewards God gives us for passing this type of testing is a superabundance of happiness.  This happiness cannot be given by God without going through undeserved persecution.


h.  Therefore, being thankful to God for those who persecute us rather than cursing them for what they are doing is a form of blessing.


i.  So the overall principle stated here is that we should never speak evil of those who persecute us, but instead speak well of them; for they are providing the greatest opportunity for us to glorify God.
2.  “keep on speaking well and do not curse.”

a.  We are to stop cursing those who persecute us, which is what we do as immature believers.  Instead we are to grow up spiritually and stop thinking in terms of arrogance, but have a renovation of our thinking.


b.  The change of thinking or dramatic renovation of thought that produces the ability to bless those who curse us by being thankful to God for them is truly “thinking for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one the standard from doctrine.”


c.  So we are commanded to stop doing something we are now doing as immature believers—speaking against the government authorities who are persecuting us, but keep on speaking well of them.


d.  We do not change people or institutions by criticism of them.  We change institutions by continuing to support them by speaking well of them, while we grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


e.  Jesus Christ controls history and if He wants a government institution changed for the better He will change it on the basis of the invisible heroes of the Church Age.  Jesus Christ controls history.

f.  Therefore, keep on speaking well of others: individuals, groups, institutions, governments, and do not curse them, especially if they are the ones persecuting us.
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