Romans 12:12



- is the dative of reference or respect from the feminine singular article and noun ELPIS, which means “with reference to confidence” or “confident expectation.”  With this we have the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice, to be extremely happy.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce the action.


The participle is an independent participle used as an imperative of command.

“with reference to confidence be rejoicing;”
- is the dative of reference or respect from the feminine singular article and noun THLIPSIS, which means “with reference to affliction, pressure, oppression, trouble, tribulation, distress, that is, undeserved suffering.”  With this we have the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb HUPOMENW, which means “to maintain a belief or course of action in the face of opposition, stand one’s ground, hold out, or endure.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce the action.


The participle is an independent participle used as an imperative of command.

“with reference to the pressure of undeserved suffering stand fast;”
- is the dative of reference or respect from the feminine singular article and noun PROSEUCHĒ, which means “with reference to prayer.”  With this we have the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb PROSKARTEREW, which means “to persist in something; busy oneself with, be busily engaged in, be devoted to, with the dative of thing, Acts 1:14, 6:4; Rom 12:12; Col 4:2; spend much time in, Acts 2:46; hold fast to, continue in, persevere in something.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur throughout our spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce the action.


The participle is an independent participle used as an imperative of command.

“with reference to prayer persist;”
Rom 12:12 corrected translation
“with reference to confidence be rejoicing; with reference to the pressure of undeserved suffering stand fast; with reference to prayer persist;”
Explanation:
1.  “with reference to confidence be rejoicing,”

a.  Paul continues with his list of what is expected of each member of the body of Christ as the illustration of what we do to “prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.”


b.  God expects us to be happy.  He expects us to have extreme happiness.  God demands that we have a superabundance of happiness.  This is a command to be happy.  Therefore, when we are not happy, we are in violation of the will of God.


c.  But specifically, God demands that we keep on being extremely happy with regard to the subject of confidence.  There are three things in which we have absolute confidence in the spiritual life.



(1)  We are to have absolute confidence in the fact we have eternal life because we have believed in Christ.



(2)  We are to have absolute confidence in the fact we have blessing for time from God.



(3)  We are to have absolute confidence in the fact we have blessings from God in eternity.


d.  Our verse is a reference to the absolute confidence of the fact we have eternal blessings from God.  Our eternal life with God is going to be so great and so wonderful that it should produce an absolute continuing state of happiness in our soul regardless of the circumstances of life.  When we think of the future, we should have absolute confidence and tremendous happiness because of that confidence.


e.  We have nothing to fear, nothing to worry about, nothing to be troubled over.  Therefore, our attitude of happiness because of our absolute confidence based upon our future expectation proves that the will of God is good, pleasing, and complete.


f.  Our confident happiness is definitely not the thinking of this age, but is the renovation of our thought.

2.  “with reference to the pressure of undeserved suffering stand fast [in the spiritual life],”

a.  Our attitude with respect to the pressure and affliction of undeserved suffering is also completely different than the thinking of the rest of the world.


b.  We are expected to stand fast in our spiritual life in the face of the pressure of undeserved suffering.  We stand fast by continuing to live the spiritual life and executing its mandates.  We stand fast by obeying all the commands given in this context.  We stand fast by continuing to be filled with the Spirit and using the spiritual problem solving devices no matter how difficult life may become.


c.  We stand fast in the spiritual life by having complete confidence in God no matter what Satan, demons, unbelievers, or evil believers hurl against us.  We stand fast in suffering by our faith in God’s plan, will, and purpose for our lives.


d.  Heb 10:36, “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”


e.  Heb 12:1, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”


f.  Rom 5:2-5, “Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God.  And not only [this], but also let us take pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.  And perseverance [in suffering brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.  And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our right lobes through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”


f.  Rom 15:4-6, “For as many [doctrines] as have been written before [Old Testament] for our instruction they were written, in order that through perseverance and comfort [encouragement] from the Scriptures we might have confidence.  Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to you to be thinking the same category of things [Bible doctrine] in the presence of one another according to Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation [doctrine of the soul] by one message [doctrinal teaching] you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


h.  2 Thes 1:4, “so that we ourselves boast about you concerning your perseverance and doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which afflictions you are enduring.”


i.  2 Pet 1:6, “and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life.”
3.  “with reference to prayer, persist;”

a.  Next Paul demands that we persist in prayer.  This means that we persist in our thankfulness to God for all He has done and continues to do for us.


b.  This means that we persist in our prayer for others in intersession.  This means that we should also pray for God’s help for our own needs on a regular basis.


e.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Acts 1:14, “These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”



(2)  1 Cor 7:5, “Stop depriving each other except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, in order that you may devote yourselves to prayer and then come together again for sex, in order that Satan may not tempt you because of your self-indulgence.”



(3)  Eph 6:18, “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,”



(4)  Phil 1:4, “always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,”



(5)  Phil 4:6, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”



(6)  Col 4:2, “Persevere in prayer, constantly being alert in it in the sphere of thanksgiving.”
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