Romans 11:5



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the adverb of manner HOUTWS, “referring to what precedes, and meaning: in this manner, thus, so.”
  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the masculine singular article and noun KAIROS with the adverb of time NUN, meaning “at the present time.”
“Therefore, in the same manner also at the present time”

 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun LEIMMA, which means “a remnant; that which is left behind.”  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun EKLOGĒ, which means “a special choice, selection, choice, election, especially of God’s selection of Christians 2 Pet 1:10; 1 Thes1:4; according to selection by grace.”
  With this we have the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “by means of grace.”  The ablative of means is used to indicate the impersonal means used in producing the action of the verb.  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, to come into being, to come into existence, to happen, to occur.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present result of a completed action in the past.  The action in the past was the formation of a remnant of positive believers at the beginning of the Church Age, and this remnant or core of positive volition will continue to exist throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that a group of believers with hard core positive volition to the word of God has produced the action in the past with the result that it will keep on producing the action both now and in the future throughout the Church Age.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.”

Rom 11:5 corrected translation
“Therefore, in the same manner also at the present time a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, in the same manner also at the present time”

a.  God has not rejected His people (the Jews), even when they become completely degenerate and reject Him totally.  Example: the Jews in the days of Elijah under king Ahab.  Why?  Because God kept a remnant of positive believers safe and ready for the evangelization of the next generation.


b.  Therefore, Paul comes to a simple conclusion regarding the present period of human history at the time he was writing, which was also the new dispensation of the Church Age.  Paul’s conclusion is that even though we have a new dispensation, which makes the Gentiles the leading force in the spiritual life of the Church, God has not rejected His people.


c.  In the same manner as in the worst days of the Jewish Age, when Ahab and Jezebel ruled the northern kingdom and the demon worship of Baal took over in Israel, and negative volition to the message of God was at its height, so God will deal with the Jews now.


d.  In Elijah’s day negative volition in Israel peaked.  The same thing happened during the First Advent of Christ.  In Elijah’s day the Jews did everything to attempt to wipe out the prophets of the Lord.  The same thing happened in the First Advent with John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then there was the imprisonment of Peter, the murder of James, the Jews who swore to not eat until they had killed Paul.


e.  Just as God raised up Elisha to replace Elijah, in the same manner our Lord raised up Paul to replace John the Baptist.  But most importantly, just as there was a small remnant or pivot of mature believers who love the word of God in Elijah’s day, so also there was the same remnant of mature believers in Paul’s day.  This remnant was made up of both Jews and Gentiles.  Both had equal privilege and equal opportunity to become a part of this pivot of mature believers.

f.  God will always have a remnant of positive believers ready to execute His plan and do His will in every generation.  This remnant may become extraordinarily slim at times, but there will always be a remnant.


g.  God changes, controls, and directs human history for the benefit of this remnant.  This remnant is the pivot around which human history revolves.  Hence, the name “the Pivot.”

2.  “a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.”

a.  This is Paul’s application from his illustration of Elijah and the 7000, who have not bowed the knee to Baal.


b.  It took a while for the remnant to be formed in the Church Age, because it takes time for people to grow in grace and reach spiritual maturity.  The Church Age started about 30 A.D. and Paul is writing about 55 A.D., so we are looking at a period of about twenty-five years for the remnant to come into existence.


c.  The norm and standard for this remnant is the selection of God of those who are positive to the teaching of the word of God and then the execution of what they learn.  God selects certain people to be a part of His remnant.  He bases His selection of these people on their positive volition to doctrine.  Those who love the teaching of the word of God and attempt to live their spiritual lives based upon it, God selects to be a part of His remnant.  As long as we are positive to doctrine, we are a part of that remnant.


d.  Notice that it is a selection by means of grace.  Our non-meritorious positive volition to the word of God means that all the merit belongs to God the Holy Spirit who teaches us and directs our life.  All the merit belongs to God the Father who designed this plan.  All the merit belongs to Jesus Christ, who tested and proved the validity of this spiritual life for our use.


e.  So we live a non-meritorious spiritual life of grace by our positive volition to doctrine and execution of the will of God through our understanding of that doctrine.  Therefore, we live a spiritual life by means of grace.


f.  Therefore, executing the will of God by grace means that the Lord Jesus Christ is able to select us by means of grace as the pivot around which He will control human history.  Jesus Christ controls history because of those who love Him, love His word, and execute His will.


g.  Jesus Christ controls history in favor of those who love Him.  Our Lord’s control of history is a grace blessing to those who are part of His remnant or pivot.  They don’t earn or deserve blessing from God, but are the grace recipients of that blessing.


h.  Jesus Christ is constantly making decisions to control history in certain ways, and He does so as a matter of grace blessing for the benefit of that pivot of mature believers who continue to demonstrate their love for Him by their positive volition to the teaching of His word and the execution of His will.


i.  The mature believer is the key to spiritual freedom when everything else fails.  In the Old Testament, the mature believer was called a “Jeshurun believer.”  These believers existed in every generation.  In the New Testament they are called “Pleroma believers.”  They exist in every generation of the Church Age.

j.  Understanding that Jesus Christ controls history because of mature believers is the key to understanding freedom.  Spiritual freedom will continue to exist for believers until the end of human history.
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