Romans 11:34



- is the exact same phrase (word for word) Paul uses in 1 Cor 2:16.  It begins with the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb GINWSKW, meaning “to know, learn, find out, understand, comprehend, perceive.”


The culminative aorist tense gathers into one entirety all of man's knowledge about God throughout history and regards it from its result: no one has ever known all of God's thinking.


The active voice indicates that mankind produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun NOUS, meaning “mind, understanding, thinking.”  The word “thinking” is the best translation for NOUS.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”

“For who has known the thinking of the Lord,”
- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun SUMBOULOS, which means “advisor, counselor.”  This is followed by the objective genitive masculine from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the entirety of human history, but emphasizes the results: no human being has ever become a counselor of God.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning any member of the human race producing the action of hypothetically becoming a counselor of God.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in real and rhetorical questions that can be answered by providing factual information.  In this case the answer is “No one has ever become the counselor or advisor of God.”

“or who has become His advisor?”
Rom 11:34 corrected translation
“For who has known the thinking of the Lord, or who has become His advisor?”
Explanation:
1.  “For who has known the thinking of the Lord,”

a.  Paul illustrates his point from Isa 40:13-14, which says, “Who has measured the spirit [should be a small “s”!] of the Lord, or as His counselor has informed Him?  With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding?  And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge, and informed Him of the way of understanding?”


b.  The Hebrew verb is the word TACAN, which means to “regulate, measure, or estimate.”  The object of the verb is the construct noun RUACH with the sacred tetragrammaton JHWH.  RUACH in this passage is used for “the seat or organ of mental acts” according to BDB Lexicon of the OT.  It is also used this way in Ex 28:3; Deut 34:9; Isa 29:24 cf. Job 20:3; Ps 77:7; Ezek 11:8, 20:32; and 1 Chr 28:12.  So literally we have “Who has measured the thinking or mind of the Lord.”


c.  The context of Isa 40 is about our Lord Jesus Christ, and to make this one verse refer to the Holy Spirit confuses the sense of the entire passage.  It makes no sense for Paul to quote a passage about God the Holy Spirit as an illustration of the thinking of Christ.


d.  So Paul translates the Hebrew word RUACH, meaning “thinking” by the Greek word NOUS, meaning “thinking.”  Yet many English translators missed the boat entirely.  So in Isaiah, 1 Corinthians and Romans, the Word of God is consistently referring to the mind or thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And the point is the same in all three passages: no one can know, understand, comprehend or perceive the thinking of God.


e.   No man has ever been the counselor of God, the teacher of God, the instructor of God, or the advisor of God.


f.  The quote is taken directly from Isa 40:13 of the LXX, which says, “Who has known the thinking of the Lord, and who has become His counselor, so that he should instruct Him?”

This shows the importance of the LXX as a translation of the Hebrew; and identifies Paul's audience as primarily Greeks who would be more familiar with the LXX than the Hebrew.


g.  The first half of the verse is Paul's dogmatic declaration as proved by Scripture that no unbeliever has ever or will ever understand the thinking of God.  The thinking of the Lord is only known by the believer, especially the Church Age believer, who has the thinking of Christ, 1 Cor 2:9-16.  But even the believer cannot know all the thinking of God, because we have a finite mind and are incapable of understanding all there is to know about infinite God.


h.  We can only know what God is able to reveal to us about Himself, and then only through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

2.  “or who has become His advisor?”


a.  No man has ever become the advisor of God, because to be the advisor of God means to be superior to God, and that, of course, is impossible.


b.  Paul makes this statement to prove “the inexhaustibility of His wealth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable [are] His decisions and untraceable [are] His ways!”


c.  Since God’s wisdom and knowledge are inexhaustible and His decisions are unsearchable and ways untraceable, it follows logically that we cannot advise God on any of his plans or actions.  Since we cannot advise God in any way, it is impossible for us to question the decisions and actions of God with regard to His treatment of the Jews.  This is something the Roman believers thought they could or should be doing and Paul has just put that bit of arrogance in its proper place.
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