Romans 11:32



- is the explanatory or causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” in the sense of “Because,” which is used to give the clarification of the previous statement.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SUGKLEIW, which means:


1.  “to catch by enclosing, close up together, hem in, enclose something fish in a net Lk 5:6”.

2.  “to confine to specific limits, confine, imprison, figurative extension of meaning one; he has imprisoned them all in disobedience, i.e. put them under compulsion to be disobedient or given them over to disobedience Rom 11:32; the Scripture (i.e. God’s will as expressed in the Scripture) has locked everything in under the power of sin Gal 3:22-23.”


3.  “to cause to happen, with the implication of significant restrictions - ‘to cause to occur, to restrict.’”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the function of the justice of God toward the human race at the fall of Adam in its entirety but places a slight emphasis on the results of the function of God’s justice.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action at the fall of mankind as a part of the function of His justice.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father as the author the plan for human history.  This can also refer to Jesus Christ as the judge of every member of the human race.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive to indicate the entirety or the whole of the human race or all mankind.  Literally, this says “the everyone” or “the whole of mankind” and means “the entire human race.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular noun APEITHEIA, which means “because of disobedience.”

“For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience,”

 - is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause and translated “in order that.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive to indicate the entirety or the whole of the human race or all mankind: “the entire human race.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ELEEW, which means: “to have compassion/mercy/pity on or for someone; feel pity; show mercy to someone.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the function of the love of God toward the entire human race in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a purpose clause.

“in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”

Rom 11:32 corrected translation
“For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience, in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”
Explanation:
1.  “For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience [Adam's Original Sin],”

a.  The clarification is Paul answering the question, “Why is God giving the Jews another chance to receive mercy?”



(1)  The Jews received mercy from God when He made them a new racial species and then formed them into a client nation.  They rejected the culmination of that mercy in the rejection of Jesus Christ as the Messiah during His First Advent.  Now the Jews refuse to believe in Christ because of the mercy God has given to the Gentiles.



(2)  But God has shown mercy to the Gentiles, in order that a remnant of the Jews might also receive mercy.  So the obvious question is: “Why is God showing mercy to the Jews again after their rejection of Him?”


b.  The justice of God took action at the fall of mankind to ensure that the entire human race would be condemned because of Adam’s original sin.



(1)  Paul has already explained this in detail in Rom 5:12, 16, 18-19.

Rom 5:12 “For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world and [spiritual] death by means of [personal] sin, consequently [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”
Rom 5:16 “In fact the gift [is] not like [what occurred] through one who sinned.  For on the one hand the judicial verdict [came] because of one transgression resulting in condemnation and punishment, but on the other hand that gracious gift [was given] because of many transgressions resulting in a judicial act of justification.”
Rom 5:18 “Consequently, therefore, as through one transgression [spiritual death was imputed] to all mankind resulting in condemnation, so also through one righteous act for all mankind [the righteousness of God was imputed] resulting in the justification of [eternal] life.”
Rom 5:19 “For as through the disobedience of one man [Adam] the many were appointed sinful, so also through one obedience of one man the many shall be appointed righteous.”

c.  “Disobedience” is a reference to Adam’s original sin of disobedience in the Garden of Eden, which is passed on or imputed by God to every man at the moment of physical birth.


d.  The justice of God made certain that both Jews and Gentiles would be condemned at the point of physical birth, so that everyone could have the opportunity of eternal salvation.


e.  This is a gracious act of the love of God, for without condemnation is it impossible to deliver the physical body of mankind from the sin nature and give him a resurrection body incapable of sin.


f.  You might ask, “Why didn’t God just create us with a resurrection body in the first place, so that we could not sin, and therefore, no one would be condemned to the eternal lake of fire for not believing?”  The answer is that Satan demanded an appeal trial, which demanded new witnesses.  Therefore, the necessity for the creation of mankind as the new witnesses, who also had to have the same free will as Satan.  Therefore, God could not create mankind incapable of sinning; for there would have been no point in creating a creature that was not like Satan, but incapable of sin.


g.  So God creates mankind with the ability to sin, and man does exactly what Satan had already done and sins against God, proving God’s point, that creatures have a free will and will use it against God.


h.  So the justice of God condemns the sinfulness of mankind as the righteousness of God demands.  But the love of God also gets to function toward mankind, and does so by promising to save mankind from his state of sinfulness and providing for him a new state of existence in which he cannot sin against God and can live with God forever.


i.  All that the love and righteousness of God demand of mankind is that he believe the promise of God.

2.  “in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”

a.  Paul continues his explanation with the reason why and the purpose for locking up or encasing all mankind in spiritual death at the point of physical birth.


b.  God caused spiritual death to spread to all mankind through the genetically formed sin nature so that He could save anyone and everyone who would believe in Christ.


c.  The mercy of God is the expression of the love of God in providing eternal salvation for anyone who believes in Christ.


d.  Christ died spiritually for all mankind on the cross by bearing the sins of all mankind (unlimited atonement, 1 Jn 2:2).


e.  Being judged for the personal sins of every member of the human race, allows the justice of God to save any Jew or Gentile that believes in Christ.


f.  Therefore, God condemned all Jews and Gentiles at birth, so that all Jews and Gentiles would have the equal opportunity for eternal salvation.  This is just as true for the Gentile unbeliever during the Age of Israel as it is for the Jewish unbeliever during the Church Age.


g.  All unbelievers, regardless of race or divine dispensation of human history, have the same equal opportunity to believe in Christ.


h.  Therefore the Jew is not to despise the Gentile, when the Jew is out from under the discipline of God, just as the Gentile is not to despise the Jew, when the Jew is under the discipline of God.
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